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Genocide accused in boycott 

27 Jan 2006 
By Guardian Reporter, Arusha 

Prisoners accused of masterminding the 1994 Rwanda genocide have boycotted trials 
at the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) in Arusha.  
 
The accused took the decision as a protest against what they called ``mafia-style`` 
methods used by prosecution investigators.  
 
Defence lawyers at the ICTR claim investigators collecting evidence against their 
clients are coercing witnesses into providing false testimony or threatening them with 
indictments if they don’t cooperate.  
 
``We renew our oft-repeated request to assure some transparency filters into these 
interrogations ... so that the habit of fabricating evidence and influencing witnesses 
will forever disappear,`` the detainees said in a statement.  
 
``We are requesting that these trials be suspended pending an investigation into 
what`s going on,`` said Canadian lawyer, who is defending a general who was chief-
of-staff of Rwanda`s military police during the genocide.  
 
The allegations come in the wake of the disappearance of Juvenal Uwilingiyimana, a 
former Rwandan minister whose body turned up in a Belgian canal before Christmas.  
 
Although an indictment was issued against Uwilingiyimana in the summer, he had 
apparently been co-operating with tribunal investigators, crossing from Belgium into 
France each day for almost two weeks to meet with investigators until late November, 
when negotiations over his testimony broke down.  
 
Uwilingiyimana was believed to be a member of the ex-Rwandan president’s inner 
circle. He disappeared on November 21. On December 17, his naked body, its hands 
missing, was pulled from the Charlebois canal in Brussels.  
 
A letter written by Uwilingiyimana before he died and released by his wife turned up 
on the Internet a few days later, claiming investigators including two Canadians had 
told him that if he did not provide testimony against ``certain persons,`` he would be 
``lynched, crushed, my body will be trampled on in the streets and dogs will piss on 
me.``  
 
The letter has not been authenticated.  
The prosecution, meanwhile, claims that Uwilingiyimana wrote a letter stating he was 
fearful of other Rwandans living abroad.  
 
``How can you ask for these proceedings to be suspended on conjecture?`` asked Cire 
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Bâ, prosecutor for a group of four high-ranking military men.  
 
``We should see who has benefited from this crime. We would not murder our own 
witness.  
 
Up to now it is our witnesses who are being killed, our witnesses being pulled out of 
canals,`` he said.  
 
In 1994, between 800,000 and a million Rwandans died during a three-month killing 
spree.  
 
At least 50 former army officials and community leaders have been indicted for war 
crimes.  
 
The Rwandan government claims that there are hundreds more living in exile.  
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