
EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE

RDR
Rally  for the Return of Refugees and Democracy in Rwanda
Rassemblement pour le Retour des Réfugiés et la Démocratie au Rwanda
Ihuliro Liharanira Itahuka ry’Impunzi na Demokarasi mu Rwanda

Pour un Peuple Reconcilié dans un Etat de droit - For a Reconcilied People in a Rule of Law
Duharanire Ubwiyunge bw'Abanyarwanda mu Gihugu cyubahiriza Amategeko

info@rdrwanda.org
http://www.rdrwanda.org

Victoire Ingabire, President
Postbus 3124
2280 GC, Rijswijk, Netherlands
Phone/Fax : 00-31-180633822

Emmanuel Nyemera, Vice-President
P.O. Box 5352, Postal Station B
Montreal, Canada, H3B 4P1
Phone : 00-514-340 0618

 RDR is member of the
coalition Union of

Rwandese Democratic
Forces

PRESS RELEASE NO. 7/2001

THE RDR CONDEMNS THE FORCEFUL RECRUITMENT OF DETAINEES AND
MINORS BY THE RWANDAN ARMY FOR ITS OPERATIONS IN CONGO

While talking peace on the diplomatic front, General Paul Kagame is busy in creating on ground
in Eastern Congo conditions for justification of prolonged illegal occupation by the Rwandan
Patriotic Army (RPA). In recent months, the Rwandan Patriotic Front (RPF)-led dictatorial
government has sent in Democratic Republic of Congo dozen thousands of untried Hutu
prisoners, arbitrarily arrested and illegally detained in overcrowded Rwandan jails without trial
since 1994, and minors abducted in government-set villages inside Rwanda. Even though the
Rwandan government has managed to keep secret these operations, they have been reported in
news media. On Monday, 19 March 2001, the Catholic news agency MISNA
(http://www.misna.org) reported that “one-thousand five-hundred Rwandan prisoners of the
Hutu ethnic group have been working since the beginning of January in the Numbi mine, in the
area of Kalehe, not far from the town of Nyabibwe (South Kivu, Democratic Republic of
Congo).” “Dressed in typical pink Rwandan prison suits, the miners are working guarded by
armed Kigali regular soldiers.” Still on 19 March 2001, the Washington Post
(www.washingtonpost.com) published an article entitled “Vital Ore Funds Congo's War” detailing
how the trade in coltan --short for columbite-tantalite, an ore rich in tantalum-- is financing war
in Congo. The RDR urges the United Nations, the European Union, the Organization of African
Unity (OAU), all democratic countries, human rights organizations and freedom-loving people to
condemn firmly the violations of international conventions on the human rights of detainees and
children by the Rwandan government and to demand the unconditional and total withdrawal of
the Rwandan government's army from DRC.

Many thousands of forcefully recruited Rwandan Hutu detainees and minors work as slaves in
Congo’s mines to extract gold, diamond, copper, coltan and other minerals in territories
controlled by the Rwandan-backed Goma-based rebel movement Congolese Rally for
Democracy (RCD). They work hard unpaid in worst unhealthy work conditions. Many prisoners
have died from exhaustion and fatal accidents in these unsafe mines are frequent. They are
housed in numerous miserable NAZI-like concentration camps around mines in Punia, Walikale,
Sarambila, Shabunda and other areas. The price of coltan has recently skyrocketed. Coltan is
vital to the manufacture of advanced mobile phones, jet engines, air bags, night vision goggles,
fiber optics and capacitors. The Rwandan-backed Congolese rebels have granted mining
monopoly power to SOMIGL (Mining Company of the Great Lakes) and Rwandan prisoners and
abducted minors work in its mines. Through SOMIGL or through smuggling channels, the coltan
and other minerals make their way to the Rwanda's capital, Kigali. From there they are sent to
world markets. This trade in minerals funds Congo’s war and fuel worst human rights abuses
being committed by the Rwandan army and Rwandan-backed Congolese rebels. The RDR asks
the United Nations, the European Union, the Organization of African Unity, all democratic
countries, human rights organizations and freedom-loving people to demand the unconditional
and total withdrawal of the Rwandan army from Congo and to take all necessary measures to ban



from world markets not only conflict diamonds but also coltan, gold and other minerals extracted
in Eastern Congo.

Many other thousands of Hutu detainees and minors have been forcefully conscripted in the
Rwandan army. After a brief military training for fifteen days, they are given Rwandan military
uniforms and sent directly to front lines deep in Congo’s jungle. Others have been integrated in
special units commanded by senior RPA’s Tutsi officers charged with the task of hunting down
Rwandan Hutu refugees or self-defence armed Congolese groups Mayi Mayi, with the aim of
causing maximum confusion as well as the maximum of casualties since their operations cannot
easily be detected or identified as being under the RPA command.  Others are used by the
Rwandan government in its propaganda campaigns to cover up many massacres of Congolese
civilians actually carried out by the Rwandan army and Congolese rebels to punish the local
population for lack of support but quickly blamed on their enemies. To justify illegal occupation
of Congo by the Rwandan army and prolong the exploitation of its abundant natural resources,
Rwandan Hutu prisoners are given civilian clothes, disguised as Interahamwe and paraded by the
Rwandan army as captured Interahamwe or ex-FAR (former Rwandan government’s soldiers)
blamed for all civilian massacres in Congo while no independent investigation is allowed. In all
these clandestine operations, Hutu prisoners and children die en masse. The death rate for them
is alarmingly high and incoming new recruits know they have little chance of getting out of
Congo alive. Concurrently to these risks, they all face the risk of extermination when the RPA
will no longer need them. Reliable sources in Kigali report that a group of extremists in RPA are
planning to exterminate all Rwandan Hutu prisoners and children sent in Congo when RPA will
be obliged to withdraw from Congo. We alert the international community of this risk of
genocide and urges it to take appropriate preventive measures.

The continuing existence of a brutal RPF-led dictatorial government, gravely and massively
violating human rights of Rwandan citizens, relying on the use of military force from the RPF’s
militia, RPA, to tighten indefinitely its monopoly on power is the most important cause of war
and instability in the African Great Lakes region. The lack of a democratic government and a
true national army as envisioned in the Arusha Peace Agreement for Rwanda is the main cause
of disruption in the region.  Congo, or any other country in the region, cannot enjoy long-lasting
peace while governments in neighbouring countries continue to be at war against their peoples
and exporting refugees. A regional approach is needed. The RDR asks the United Nations, the
European Union, the OAU and all western donors  to convene an international conference on
durable peace and security in the African Great Lakes region to which genuine representatives of
all important stakeholders will be invited.
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