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NEWS RELEASE

FORMER U.S. PRESIDENT JIMMY CARTER TO

MEDIATE HEADS-OF-STATE SUMMIT ON GREAT

LAKES REGION

For Immediate Release: Nov. 13, 1995

ATLANTA, GA...Former U.S. President Jimmy Carter and representatives of the Atlanta-

based Carter Center will travel to Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi, and Zaire Nov. 18-21 on a

fact-finding mission to prepare to mediate a heads-of-state summit on crises in the Great

Lakes region, which begins Nov. 27 in Cairo.

"The world looked the other way last year, when half a million Rwandans, mainly Tutsis,

died in the worst case of genocide since World War II. Another 100,000 people were killed

in Burundi the year before," said President Carter. "Today, there are reports of 100-300

killings a day in Burundi, and at least two million refugees in Zaire and Tanzania live in

despair and fear.

"Carter Center representatives are making this trip to better understand the complex issues

behind the human tragedy in the Great Lakes region, which urgently needs to be

addressed." President Carter will be accompanied on the trip by his wife, Rosalynn, Carter

Center Director of Programs Marion Creekmore, and Carter Center Diplomat-In-Residence

Vincent Farley.

Uganda President Yoweri Museveni, Zaire President Mobutu Sese Seko, and Tanzania

President Ali Hassan Mwinyi called for the heads-of-state summit on Oct. 22 in New York

City. At that time, the leaders asked President Carter, Archbishop Desmond Tutu, and

former Tanzania President Julius Nyerere to mediate the conference and The Carter Center

to organize it. Former Mali President Amadou Toumani Toure also has been asked to

mediate.

President Carter said the heads of state from Rwanda, Burundi, Uganda, Zaire, and

Tanzania will meet in Cairo to seek agreement on a specific plan to establish conditions for
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the repatriation of Rwandan refugees in an orderly, secure manner acceptable to all parties.

The plan will draw primarily on agreements that already have been negotiated and will

establish means and timetables for implementation. Related issues to be addressed are

justice for refugees and others, security throughout the region, reconciliation, and issues of

governance. The meeting also will explore steps that can be taken to reverse the mounting

violence in Burundi and to further the consensus agreement that has been approved by

most political groups there.

"My hope is that the five governments in the region will agree at this meeting on actions

they will take to initiate a long-termprocess to bring political, economic, and social

stability to the region," said President Carter.

During the fact-finding trip, The Carter Center team will meet with leaders from the

governments of Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi, and Zaire, and with representatives of

international organizations, including the United Nations and Organization for African

Unity. Meetings will take place with Uganda President Yoweri Museveni, Rwanda

President Pasteur Bizimungu, Burundi President Sylvestre Ntibantunganya, and Zaire

President Mobutu Sese Seko.

In Rwanda, Carter Center officials also will meet with representatives of associations of

genocide survivors and other nongovernmental organizations. Citing a report from a Carter

Center representative to the Nov. 1-5 "Conference on Genocide, Impunity, and

Accountability," in Kigali, President Carter said it was imperative that issues of justice be

addressed. "My representative saw with her own eyes the mass graves that bear testimony

to the massacres in Rwanda and heard the cries of survivors," President Carter said. He

also cited the urgent need for a judicial system to adjudicate the cases of 57,000 prisoners

being held in deplorable conditions.

In Burundi, meetings will be held with political leaders, and in Zaire, with refugee

representatives, nongovernmental organizations, and relief officials during a visit to the

refugee camp in Goma.
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