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Burundi' President Willing To Talk To Rival Groups

KAMPALA, Uganda (PANA) - Burundi's President Pierre Buyoya, who met

President Yoweri Museveni of Uganda on Friday, is willing to start peace

talks with other factions in his troubled country.

Buyoya, who visted Museveni, he is also asking the neighbouring countries

to ease the sanctions against Burundi but not as a condition for him to

start peace talks, Burundi's ambassador to Uganda told PANA Saturday.

Jacques Ngendakumana said Museveni assured Buyoya that if all the three

conditions demanded by the Great Lakes regional leaders are fulfilled,

sanctions will be suspended.

The Burundi ambassador said that Buyoya met Museveni as a follow-up to the

regional Arusha summit of Oct. 12. Also present at the meeting was Rwanda's

vice president and defence minister, Paul Kagame.

Press reports say Buyoya and Kagame are seeking a common position on the

refugee crisis in eastern Zaire and the sanctions imposed by regional

leaders on Burundi, six days after his July 25 coup.

The regional leaders have demanded that Buyoya fully lifts his ban on

political parties and parliament and enter into talks with armed opposition

groups before sanctions can be lifted.

Ngendakumana said Buyoya assured Museveni that he would personally attend



or send a delegation to any reconciliation meeting of the major parties in

the Burundi conflict, organised by former Tanzanian President Julius

Nyerere.

Early November, Buyoya held consultations with Nyerere in Arusha in which

he said he was willing to talk to the armed factions in his country.

There are eight factions which include the National Revolutionary Party and

Leonard Nyangoma's Conseil Nationale pour Defense et Democratie CNDD.
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Burundi Team Leaves For Talks in Tanzania

From Ferdinand Bigumandondera; PANA Correspondent

BUJUMBURA, Burundi (PANA) - A Burundi government delegation left Bujumbura

Thursday for Arusha, Tanzania, accompanied by representatives of three

minor parties that backed the coalition of Hutu President Sylivestre

Ntibantunganya, overthrown in the July 25 military putsch.

Informed sources at Bujumbura airport said the government team consisted of

Foreign and Cooperation Minister Luc Lukingama, Planning Minister Minani

Evariste, Minister of State for Cooperation Havyarimana Leonidas, as well

as advisers from the president's and prime minister's offices.

The delegation will take part in a session aimed at ending the ethnic

crisis that has bedevilled Burundi since October 1993.

Airport sources said, however, that representatives of the Hutu-dominated

majority party, the Burundi Democratic Front (FRODEBU) were prevented from

boarding the plane that would have flown them to Arusha.

Contacted by telephone, the FRODEBU spokesman, Bavuginyumvira Frederic,

told PANA in Bujumbura that the border police had prevented him and the

party's secretary general, Nzojibwami Augustin as well as the speaker of

the national assembly from taking the flight to Arusha " on orders from the



attorney general."

Bavuginyumvira said he was not aware of the motive behind the police action

"which deprives a big portion of the population the opportunity of being

represented at the Arusha negotiations upon which they had placed a lot of

hope."

FRODEBU backs the embargo that has been imposed by neighbouring eastern and

central African states to force Burindi's military regime to return the

country to constitutional rule.

The two FRODEBU leaders prevented from going to Arusha forthrightly back

the sanctions, which have already cost Burundi some 200 million US dollars,

according to latest government figures.

The Tutsi-dominated opposition parties have also not sent any

representatives to the Arusha intra-Burundi talks. These had said in

advance that they did not believe the mediator, former Tanzanian President

Julius Nyerere, was neutral. They have demanded the appointment of a new

"arbitrator."

Speaking before his departure for Arusha, Rukingama told journalists that

"we shall not start negotiations because our pre-condition is the lifting

of economic sanctions."

Burundi is confronted with an armed rebellion by guerillas from the

majority Hutu ethnic group, which is fighting the Tutsi military government

that took power last July.

A total of 150,000 people have been killed in the conflict between the two



ethnic groups since the first democratically-elected President Melchior

Ndadaye was assassinated by Tutsi soldiers on Oct. 21, 1993.

Latest figures issued by humanitarian organisations indicated that more

than 1000 people were assassinated in November.
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Canadian Troops Leave Uganda For Home

Moses Draku; PANA Correspondent

KAMPALA, Uganda (PANA) - The Canadian military team currently in Uganda as

part of the humanitarian multinational force for Zaire will return home by

the end of December, an official of the force said.

Up to 150 of the 300 troops that have been in Uganda for a month leave

Tuesday. The first group of 51 left the country on Monday.

"The mission closes by December 31. We are starting to redeploy the troops

back to Canada and another 100 soldiers will leave for home on Friday," Lt.

Col Rejean Duschesneau, spokesman of the force, said Monday in Kampala.

The decision to close the mission was taken by the United Nations on

Saturday. The mission, headquartered in Kampala, was initially meant to

ensure delivery of supplies to Rwanda refugees in war-torn eastern Zaire

until March 1997.

While Uganda welcomed the mission, Zaire and Rwanda expressed scepticism

about its role.

"Canada informed the United Nations that it believes that the military



mission is no longer the most appropriate means to address the humanitarian

situation in eastern Zaire", a press release from the multinational force

headquarters said on Monday.

The release said the decision was reached in New York after a broad

consensus at a meeting of the steering group of partner countries. The

decision to return home was based on the report of the first-hand

assessment that was presented to the steering group by the commander of

multinational force, Lt. Gen. Maurice Baril of Canada.

Baril was quoted as saying that the multinational force's mission to

facilitate the delivery of humanitarian aid has mostly been overtaken by

the voluntary return of the Rwandese refugees. He reasoned that for those

refugees who remain in eastern Zaire, assistance can be provided by the

humanitarian relief agencies in cooperation with local authorities.

The commander thanked the Ugandan government for what he called its

"outstanding support" to the multinational force during its one-month stay

in the country.

According to the release, Canada's focus will now shift to coordinating

international efforts under civilian leadership, which it believes will

resolve to address the political problems in the central African region.
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Summit Sets Committee To Solve Great Lakes Crisis

HARARE, Zimbabwe (PANA) - A committee of four African leaders has been set

up to work out strategies for ending the crisis in the Great Lakes region.

African leaders meeting in Nairobi Monday to review the situation in the

region chose the leaders of Zimbabwe, South Africa, Kenya and Cameroon to

spearhead the peace mission.

Zimbabwean President Robert Mugabe attended the Great Lakes summit for the

first time in his capacity as the chairman of the Southern African

Development Community (SADC) organ on politics, defence and security while

South African President Nelson Mandela attended as the SADC chairman.

Mugabe told Zimbabwean journalists on arrival in Harare the committee,

which would include Organisation of African Unity Secretary-General Salim

Ahmed Salim, would contact as many people concerned as possible with a view

to finding a lasting solution to the suffering in the region.

"We should get into action as soon as circumstances allow... but at the

moment President Mobutu (Sese Seko) is still in Europe. We do not know

whether he will arrive today or not," said Mugabe, making it clear Mobutu

would be one of the leaders to be consulted.



Zaire has boycotted all the two summits on the crisis in the region as his

parliament has passed a law forbidding participation in any such meetings

for as long as part of the country was occupied by "foreign forces."

Mugabe said while some Western countries, particularly the United States,

had their own ideas about handling the situation in the region, it was the

regional players who held the key to achieving peace and stability.

The committee has been set up at a time when political analysts say Zaire

is currently building up its forces, including use of mercenaries, to

counter the offensive by Tutsi-led rebels who have conquered a substantial

part of eastern Zaire.

At the same time, the rebels, said to be supported by some regional

governments, particularly Rwanda, Uganda and Burundi, have intensified

their offensive and are said to be determined to topple the Kinsasa

government.

Mobutu, who has been recovering in France from an Aug. 22 prostate cancer

operation in Switzerland, was expected to return home on Tuesday.
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Crucial Great Lakes Summit Opens

Moses Draku; PANA Correspondent

NAIROBI, Nairobi (PANA) - The second summit on the volatile Great Lakes

region began in Nairobi on Monday without two key players - Burundi and

Zaire.

Opening the two-day meeting, attended by nine heads of state and

government, Kenyan President Daniel arap Moi described the

non-participation of Zaire as regrettable because he had done everything

possible to ensure civil strife-torn Zaire was represented.

Burundian military leader Pierre Buyoya, who seized power on July 25, was

not invited, with the regional countries currently enforcing an economic

blockade against Bujumbura.

Describing the situation in Zaire as sensitive, Moi said he was in contact

with Zairean President Mobutu Sese Seko up to Monday morning and that he

had promised to send his prime minister.

"It would have been useful and helpful if Zaire had accepted my invitation

in order to explain to this summit their perception of the problem they

face and how they expect to be assisted," he said.



Moi probably set the tone of the summit when he said the "Zairean problem

is a sensitive and internal matter to that country", emphasising the need

for respect for territorial integrity and calling for the withdrawal of any

foreign forces inside Zaire.

The Kinshasa government has accused Burundi, Rwanda and Uganda of

supporting Tutsi-led rebels who have conquered much of eastern Zaire.

Meanwhile, the Zairean parliament has passed a law barring the country's

participation in meetings such as the current regional summit as long as

Zairean territory was occupied by "foreign troops".

Moi said since the last regional summit in Nairobi on Nov. 5, there had

been further incursions into Zaire, adding that such actions would only

serve to prolong the problem.

"This calls for a change to our approach to the crisis and our emphasis

should therefore shift to helping Zaire," he said.

South African President Nelson Mandela and Zimbabwean President Robert

Mugabe are attending the summit for the first time in their capacities as

chairmen of the Southern African Development Community (SADC), and of the

SADC organ in politics, defence and security, respectively.

Other heads of state and government attending are Presidents Pasteur

Bizimungu of Rwanda, Yoweri Museveni of Uganda, Benjamin Mkapa of Tanzania,

Frederick Chiluba of Zambia, Isaias Afeworki of Eritrea as well as

Ethiopian Prime Minister Meles Zenawi. The organization of African Unity

(OAU) Secretary-General, Salim Ahmed Salim, and former Tanzanian President

Julius Nyerere, who is acting as mediator on Burundi, are also



participating.

Sources close at the summit said the leaders were expected to adopt a

communique which would call on Zaire to recognise the inalianable right to

citizenship and nationality of all people within its boundaries, a direct

reference to the mainly Tutsis who moved to Zaire some 200 years ago and

are now being forced to return to the original homes of their anceastors in

Rwanda.
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Mobutu Appoints Gen. Mahele Chief Of Staff

KINSHASA, Zaire (PANA) - Zaire President Mobutu Sese Seko appointed Lt.

Gen. Mahele Bokungu Lieko as chief of staff Thursday, in a military

leadership change designed to regain territory lost to anti-government

forces in the eastern part of the country and instill discipline in the

army.

Mahele replaces army General Eluki Monga Aundi who was dismissed in

November for publicly criticizing the government's handling of the crisis.

Now, Mahele accepted the job on condition that he control the entire

military establishment, especially the Presidential Division and Civil

Guard which have been outside direct army command.

These two units have been provide with superior quantities and quality of

arms, equipment, and with more privileges.

Gen. Mahele headed of the army from 1991 to 1993. His recall to the General

Army Headquarters comes the day after Mobutu returned from four months of

medical treatment in Switzerland and recuperation in France.

Mahele graduated from the Higher War Academy of Paris. He commanded the

311th Paratroop Battalion which seized the mining town of Kolwezi in the



1978 Katangese rebellion in Shaba Province, recapturing the airport from

former Katangese gendarmes.

He was promoted to colonel and subsequently to brigadier a few years later.

He was also appointed commander of the 1st Military Region with

headquarters in Lubumbashi, Zaire's south-eastern province of Shaba. Later,

he took command of the Military Intelligence Service, the SARM, in

Kinshasa.

He commanded the Zairian expeditionary corps in Rwanda, in 1990, at the

beginning of the civil war which was rekindled by the death of President

Juvenal Habyarimana in April 1994, four months before Tutsi anti-government

forces, called the Rwandan Patriotic Front, defeated the largely Hutu

government in July 1994.

Mahele was appointed army chief of staff and promoted to Lieutenant General

in 1991, following the mutiny which degenerated into looting in the Zairean

capital.

Two years later, after ruthlessly repressing the mutiny and the looting in

Kinshasa, he resigned his command, allowing Gen. Eluki to take over the

army.
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Burundians To Contribute Towards War Effort

From Ferdinand Bigumandondera; PANA Correspondent

BUJUMBURA, Burundi (PANA) - Burundian public workers will effective January

1997 have to contribute 6 percent of their monthly wages towards the

ongoing civil war, which has engulfed the country since October 1993.

A statement issued after a cabinet meeting in Bujumbura said the measure

will cover workers in public, parastatals and private organisations.

It added that rural dwellers will be required to pay 1,000 Burundian

francs, the equivalent of three US dollars, per household.

On Nov. 26, the Burundi cabinet ordered a general mobilization of the

population to contribute towards the war, which erupted in October 1993,

after the democratically-elected Hutu President Melchior Ndadaye was

assassinated in an abortive coup d'etat fomented by soldiers from the

minority Tutsi ethnic group.

Under the mobilization, the cabinet of military ruler Maj. Pierre Buyoya

said that all able-bodied Burundians who make an income from their

activities should contribute to a national solidarity fund created for the

purpose.



Effective December, cabinet ministers and other high-ranking personalities

with similar status are required to pay 25,000 Burundian francs per month

(about 77 dollars) to set an example.

In addition, the military government in Bujumbura also introduced a

compulsory national service of two months for all Burundians who complete

secondary and university education.

According to the Tutsi-dominated administration in Bujumbura, these

measures are expected to calm the charged ethnic tension, which has led to

the death of at least 150,000 people since 1993.

The deaths occurred in revenge attacks between the majority Hutu ethnic

group, to which Ndadaye belonged, and the Tutsi, whose rogue soldiers

reportedly assassinated him.
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              Eyadema Invites Zeroual To Great Lakes Summit

ALGIERS, Algeria (PANA) - President Gnassingbe Eyadema of Togo has invited his Algerian
counterpart, Liamine Zeroual, to attend a summit devoted to the crisis in the Great Lakes, to
be held in Lome from March 25-26.

The invitation was delivered in Algiers on Saturday by Togo's Foreign Minister, Koffi Panou.

The summit of leaders whose countries belong to the Organization of African Unity's central
organ on Conflict prevention, management and resolution, was decided by the 65th ministerial
session, which was held in Tripoli, from 24 to 28 February.

The organ's 18 member states are Algeria, Cameroon, Congo, Comoros, Egypt, Ethiopia,
Gabon, Guinea, Malawi, Mauritania, Mozambique, Nigeria, the Sahrawi Arab Democratic
Republic (SADR), Sudan, Tanzania, Togo, Zambia and Zimbabwe.

The Togolese minister said later that he and Zeroual had also discussed the situation in Zaire
where Laurent Desire Kabila's rebels have just captured the eastern city of Kisangani.
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     Members Of Mobutu's Family Reported To Be In Brazzaville

BRAZZAVILLE, Congo (PANA) - An official of the Congolese Red Cross reported on
Tuesday that relatives of Zairean president Mobutu Sese Seko have sought refuge in
Brazzaville.

The chairperson of the Congolese Red Cross, Mrs Ida Victorine Nze, said here today that the
relatives arrived on Monday for security reasons.

Their reported arrival in the Congolese came only three days after Saturday's seizure of
Kisangani, Zaire's third largest city, by rebels of Laurent-Desire Kabila.

However, the Red Cross chairperson did not specify the refugees' family connection with
Mobutu or their whereabouts in the Congolese capital. Police officials in Brazzaville neither
confirmed nor denied the report on Tuesday.

She said, however, that in many other Zairean families had sought refuge in Brazzaville and
the Red Cross was already getting overwhelmed by wazzu the massive flow of refugees from
Kinshasa.

Several hundred Zairians had crossed the River Congo and reached the Congolese capital on
Sunday and Monday aboard private boats.

About twenty Lebanese nationals have also fled to Brazzaville from Kinshasa, fearing
possible looting in the Zairean capital should the city fall rebel hands.

Meanwhile, US nationals left Kinshasa two day ago after being threatened by populations
who accuse the US of supporting the rebellion, diplomatic sources said in Brazzaville.

Some 500 Rwandan and Burundian refugees also fled Kinshasa for Brazzaville fearing
exactions by Zairean nationals.

Mrs Nze called for emergency aid for the Rwandan and Burundian refugees.

A similar call was made by Gabriel Serrano, vicar at Brazzaville's Notre Dame De Fatima
parish, asking all Congolese Christians to provide emergency help to some 85 Zairean refugees
who arrived in Brazzaville on Monday.
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  Mercenary Chief Detained In Zaire

KAMPALA, Uganda (PANA) - Zaire's embattled government has reportedly arrested the
head of an 800-strong force of mercenaries as he attempted to flee the country following the
March 15 capture of Kisangani by rebels, a top security source has revealed here.

Christian Tavernier, a former Belgian army colonel, is being held in Makala Prison, the
country's largest, the source told the Kampala-based government daily, the New Vision.

It said that the Zaire government accused Tavernier taking huge sums of money and not
fighting to safeguard several towns in the east including Kisangani which have since fallen to
Laurent Kabila's rebels.

Mobutu's government accused the mercenaries of betrayal, the newspaper quoted the
unnamed source as saying.

He added that some of the mercenaries, mostly European, had accused Tavernier of failing to
pay them.

The wrangling among the mercenaries is also because of the attitude of Zairean troops who
expect them to fight alone.

Others also fear for their lives as many were threatened with death by Zairean troops who
resented the manner in which the mercenaries were restraining them from looting, the
newspaper reported.

The French daily newspaper, Le Monde, reported in January that hundreds of soldiers of
fortune from the former Yugoslavia, France, Belgium, Britain, Angola and Mozambique were
being recruited to fight for the beleaguered Mobutu regime.

The security source told The New Vision that an advisor on security to President Mobutu
Sese Seko, Site Yala, contracted a renowned French mercenary Bob Denard in early January.

The source said that for fear of his deeds in Africa Denard, possibly best known for his Congo
(now Zaire) exploits in the 1960s, instead sub-contracted Tavernier to undertake the Zairean
mission.

Denard twice toppled the government in the Comoro Islands. Last year he was arrested and
jailed in France but was later released.



The source claimed that Denard kept for himself a large portion of the contract money before
handing over the balance to Tavernier who could not fight effectively alongside Zaire's
indisciplined troops.
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  Uganda Police Mount Vigil At Zaire Embassy

Moses Draku PANA Correspondent

KAMPALA, Uganda (PANA) - Ugandan Police has stepped up its vigil at the Zaire Embassy
in Kampala following threats by Zairean supporters of rebel leader Laurent Kabila that they
will again attack the facility.

A group of angry Zairean residents in Kampala stormed their embassy Monday, burnt the
Zairean flag and destroyed portraits Mobutu Sese Seko's portraits.

Then, they hoisted the deep blue, red and yellow-stripped flag with gold star of Kabila's
Alliance of Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Congo (Zaire).

Led by one fiery Walumba Bertin, the 40 ardent Kabila supporters ordered the resident
diplomats to switch their allegiance to the rebel leader. They erased Mobutu's portrait painted
on the embassy wall.

From today a change has occurred. You should change your allegiance to Laurent Kabila. We
don't want to see any pictures of Mobutu in this place. We will later bring in Kabila's
portraits , said Walumba, who claimed to be the leader of the Zairean community in Uganda.

Keep working but from today all your reports should go to Baba Kabila. We will pass by and
check on your compliance, he Walumba said.

As some of Walumba's group hoisted the alliance flag, he said: The consequences of removing
this flag are very severe. You will see our wazzu true colours and you may mistake us for
opium addicts, should you try.

The alliance's flag was Congo's before Mobutu changed that country's name to Zaire and
introduced the current flag. That former Belgium Congo is not to be confused with present
day Congo, a neighbouring former French colony.

The Zaire charge d'affaires, Bwanamuzuri Kamungu, First Secretary Adroba Koti, and .
Kindembe Luka were paraded in the compound to witness the take-over of the mission.

Bwanamuzuri told journalists that as the crowd swarm into the mission and the staff could
only look on as the male group entered his office, pulled down the flags and portraits.



He said embassy staff would think about the demand by Kabila loyalists to switch allegiance.

We have gone for seven years now without a salary. Our children are no longer in school, we
have survived all this time through African solidarity, he said.

Uganda foreign affairs ministry spokesman, Louis Balinda, called the diplomatic intrusion
illegal and amounting to criminal trespass.

Police spokesman Bob Ngobi said they are investigating the case.

Last week, some 50 Zairean residents in Paris briefly occupied their country's embassy in the
French capital.
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      Cease-fire Not Possible In Zaire - U.S. Envoy

Paul Ejime PANA Staff Correspondent

KAMPALA, uganda (PANA) - As delegates gather in South Africa to find a possible solution
to the war in Zaire, the United States ambassador to Uganda, Michael Southwick, has said a
cease-fire is not possible in the conflict because it is one-sided war.

You can't have a cease-fire with one combattant while government soldiers are on rampage,
wreaking havoc on the citizenry the envoy said, citing U.S. intelligence sources monitoring the
war between Zaire Government troops and rebels led by Laurent Kabila.

Southwick was speaking Friday at the close of a four-day Law of War workshop for 36
Uganda Peoples' Defence Force (UPDF) officers in Kampala.

He blamed the poor performance of Zairean government troops faced with a rebel offensive on
indiscipline and lack of motivation.

Southwick advised the officers to respect human rights and be friendly to the press and
people if democracy is to take root.

He also cautioned Uganda to borrow a leaf from Zaire where disgruntled soldiers are on the
run leaving rebels to capture as much as 25 percent of the national territory in the eastern part
of the country.

The ambassador commended Uganda's political and economic progress saying the country is
admirable in the region.

If I am to give marks, it (Uganda) gets seven. The neighbouring countries get one and two out
of ten, he said in reference to the war-torn countries of the Great Lakes region.

The officers who were exposed to some war tricks by their American tutors, learnt that
wounding the enemy is better than killing him.

Capt. Jeffrey Sam told them that wounding an enemy gives his fellow combatants the burden
of carrying him away.

He appealed to the officers to treat prisoners of war as you would want to be treated



Earlier, the officers exchanged experiences with Col. Samuel Grier who briefed them on recent
U.S. battles in Iraq, Libya and Panama.

The workshop was conducted by the naval justice school detachment of the United States.

The school which started in 1992, provides instructions on military law, justice systems and
the rule of law with emphasis on the execution of disciplined military operations.
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            UN Accuses Zairean Rebels Of Human Rights Violations

Segun Adeyemi PANA Correspondent

NEW YORK (PANA) - The UN special rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Zaire,
Robert Garreton, Tuesday called for an investigation of what he termed gross human rights
violations by Zairean rebels, who are fighting to end President Mobutu Sese Seko's more than
three decades rule.

In a report of preliminary inquiry into allegations of massacres of Hutu refugees in eastern
Zaire, now virtually under rebel control, he recommended the establishment of a UN
commission to carry out the investigation.

He also suggested that the UN secretary-general should facilitate the work of the commission
by providing it with necessary technical and financial support, including forensic experts,
anthropologists and ballistic experts.

It is indisputable that the Alliance of Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Congo (Zaire) is
far from fulfilling its commitments to respect human rights, Garreton said in the report,
submitted to the current session of the commission on human rights in Geneva.

The special rapporteur carried out his investigations from March 25-29, following allegations
of massacres of Hutu refugees in the regions of northern and southern Kivu by the rebels, who
have been fighting zairean government forces since October.

The investigations included interviews with representatives of humanitarian agencies, human
rights activists, doctors and eyewitnesses and visits to several mass graves.

Garreton cited several instances of mass murders, including the killing of 300 persons invited
by the rebels to a meeting in Bukombo, the murder of 600 refugees at the Kashusha camp in
Burhale and the killing of 207 people at a church in Chanzu.

He also quoted villagers in Kibumba as saying that they buried more than 1,500 bodies found
in the village, and a report by Zairean Deputy Prime Minister Kamanda wa Kamanda that
3,000 persons were killed at a camp in Mugunga.



Other human rights violations by the rebels, cited in the report, include the torturing of
detainees, violations of freedom of expression, violation of the right to property and the
enlistment of children in its force.

The rapporteur believes that the events described in this preliminary report cannot go
unpunished. What is described here is still going on, with complete impunity, Garreton said.

As everyone knows, the best way to prevent violations of human rights and of international
humanitarian law is to investigate the events, to try those responsible and to impose
appropriate punishments, he added.

He said that the rebels, led by Laurent Kabila, justified the incidents by saying that they
happened in war, and claimed that the allegations were merely a smear campaign against them.
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            UN Accuses Zairean Rebels Of Human Rights Violations

Segun Adeyemi PANA Correspondent

NEW YORK (PANA) - The UN special rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Zaire,
Robert Garreton, Tuesday called for an investigation of what he termed gross human rights
violations by Zairean rebels, who are fighting to end President Mobutu Sese Seko's more than
three decades rule.

In a report of preliminary inquiry into allegations of massacres of Hutu refugees in eastern
Zaire, now virtually under rebel control, he recommended the establishment of a UN
commission to carry out the investigation.

He also suggested that the UN secretary-general should facilitate the work of the commission
by providing it with necessary technical and financial support, including forensic experts,
anthropologists and ballistic experts.

It is indisputable that the Alliance of Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Congo (Zaire) is
far from fulfilling its commitments to respect human rights, Garreton said in the report,
submitted to the current session of the commission on human rights in Geneva.

The special rapporteur carried out his investigations from March 25-29, following allegations
of massacres of Hutu refugees in the regions of northern and southern Kivu by the rebels, who
have been fighting zairean government forces since October.

The investigations included interviews with representatives of humanitarian agencies, human
rights activists, doctors and eyewitnesses and visits to several mass graves.

Garreton cited several instances of mass murders, including the killing of 300 persons invited
by the rebels to a meeting in Bukombo, the murder of 600 refugees at the Kashusha camp in
Burhale and the killing of 207 people at a church in Chanzu.

He also quoted villagers in Kibumba as saying that they buried more than 1,500 bodies found
in the village, and a report by Zairean Deputy Prime Minister Kamanda wa Kamanda that
3,000 persons were killed at a camp in Mugunga.



Other human rights violations by the rebels, cited in the report, include the torturing of
detainees, violations of freedom of expression, violation of the right to property and the
enlistment of children in its force.

The rapporteur believes that the events described in this preliminary report cannot go
unpunished. What is described here is still going on, with complete impunity, Garreton said.

As everyone knows, the best way to prevent violations of human rights and of international
humanitarian law is to investigate the events, to try those responsible and to impose
appropriate punishments, he added.

He said that the rebels, led by Laurent Kabila, justified the incidents by saying that they
happened in war, and claimed that the allegations were merely a smear campaign against them.
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                    UN To Scale Down Presence In Kinshasa

Segun Adeyemi PANA Correspondent

NEW YORK, United Nations (PANA) - The United Nations has said that it will reduce its
presence in Kinshasa following the deteriorating situation in the Zairean capital.

A UN spokesman, Juan Carlos Brandt, told correspondents in New York on Wednesday that
12 of the 67 UN international staff in Kinshasa would be moved out of the city in about two
days.

These include three from the UN children's fund, four from the UN High Commissioner for
Refugees, one from the World Food Programme, two from the World Health Organization and
two from the UN Development Programme.

Staff members who are performing less than essential functions at present will be relocated out
of the city in the next 24 or 48 hours, the spokesman said.

There is talk that some donor agencies and some people in the humanitarian community are
(also) planning for an evacuation from the city, he added.

Kinshasa has in the past few days been rocked by violent protests against president Mobutu
Sese Seko's firing of his newly-appointed prime minister, Etienne Tshisekedi.

The protest marked the latest turn in the crisis facing Zaire, where rebels of the Alliance of
Democratic Forces For the Liberation Congo (Zaire) have captured more than a third of the
huge country.

The rebels, who captured Lubumbashi, Zaire's second city on Wednesday, have often
reiterated that they are fighting to end Mobutu's reign.

The United States, which backed Mobutu throughout the Cold war, said on Wednesday that
the era of Mobutuism is over. However, Washington denied a newspaper report that it had
called on the Field Marshal to resign and go into exile.
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               Moi Questions Countries Backing Rebels In Zaire

Mildred Mulenga PANA Staff Correspondent

LUSAKA, Zambia (PANA) - As Zairean rebels savour their victory in Lubumbashi, the
country's second major city, Kenyan President Daniel Arap Moi said here he would like to
know who is backing the fighters of Laurent Kabila.

Moi raised the question Wednesday evening in Lusaka, where he arrived for a summit of the
20-nation Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (Comesa), which begins here on
Thursday.

He said Africa needs to know the source of the steady flow of arms, ammunition, food and
uniforms which the rebels of the Alliance of Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Congo
(Zaire) (ADFLC) have been receiving.

A lot of lives of innocent children and women have been lost and nobody is talking about
human rights.

What is this hullabaloo about democracy in Africa when thousands of innocent mothers and
children are dying and most are still living in misery and their rights are still violated ?, Moi
asked.

He said the problem is a very deep rooted one.

President Moi said the Organization of African Unity (OAU) is still committed to finding a
solution to the crisis in the Great Lakes region.

Laurent Kabila's rebels reportedly seized Zaire's second city of Lubumbashi on Wednesday,
but fighting is still continuing at the airport and army barracks in the town.
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                      Zaire Gets A 28-member Cabinet

KINSHASA, Zaire (PANA) - Zaire's new prime minister, Gen. Likulia Bolongo, Friday
announced a 28-member cabinet in which he retained Kamanda wa Kamanda as foreign
minister and named the former army chief of staff, Lt. Gen. Mahele Bokungu, minister of
defence.

The two men were also appointed deputy prime ministers.

According to Likulia, Kamanda's presence at the foreign ministry is justified by the fact that
his administration wishes to pursue the negotiations initiated in South Africa between the
Kinshasa authorities and Laurent Kabila's rebel group.

He said that Mahele, who remains army chief of staff, is expected to restore peace in the
country, defend the national territory, restructure the army and transform it into a new force
capable of protecting the citizens' rights.

The ministry of interior and territorial security goes to Maj. Gen. Ilunga Shamanga, who had
previously served as President Mobutu Sese Seko's special chief of staff and later became the
chief of general staff of the Zairean armed forces.

Considered in the military circles as a progressive personality, Ilunga will be heading a
ministry expected to promote national reconciliation , the prime minister said.

The new government also includes two women: Ndombe Sita and Loteta Dimandja,
respectively in charge of economy, industry and small and medium-scale enterpises, and
public works and town planning.
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              Kabila's Rebels Kill Imposters On Zambian Border

Yasin Kachechele PANA Correspondent

CHILILABOMBWE, Zambia (PANA) - Rebels of Laurent Kabila's Alliance of Democratic
Forces for the Liberation of Congo (Zaire) (ADFLC) on Saturday killed seven people,
including armed imposters who had looted property at Kasumbalesa, the border post with
Zambia.

Zambian border security officers told a Zambia News Agency (Zana) on Saturday that they
were holding one of the Zairean gunmen who fled through the border post to escape the
fighting when the ADFLC counter-attacked.

The ADFLC had on Thursday seized the border post without fighting.

Zana reported that the corpses of the seven deceased persons, including that of a woman, were
scattered in an area covering about half of a football pitch.

The corpse of the deceased woman with bare breasts lay in a shallow furrow near the bus
station. Eye witnesses said the woman had died instantly after being hit by a stray bullet.

The witnesses said one of the corpses was that of a man they identified as Kapenda, a Red
Cross volunteer in Zaire. It was found in a field of groundnuts just outside the compound of
the Zairean immigration and customs officers.

Kasumbalesa residents told the Zana reporter that fighting erupted on Friday night when a
band of men claiming to belong to the ADFLC went from house to house collecting guns from
Zairean government soldiers who had surrendered.

The imposters reportedly started looting household goods like television sets, radio cassettes ,
clothes and fridges. They started their looting in the homes of government soldiers who had
surrendered and later stole from houses of civilians. The masquraders reportedly beat up the
occupants.

Acting on a tip, the forces of Laurent Kabila went into action, killing the imposters and
capturing two of them while one of them fled into Zambian territory where he was disarmed
and placed under police custody.



Zambian immigration officers told the Zana reporter that several rebel bullets hit the concrete
Zambian barrier at the border post and that an ADFLC leader later apologised to them.

As a precaution Zambian immigration officers closed the border Saturday and only allowed in
a few known local residents to enter Zambian territory for shopping.

Later, a team of Zambian security officers met with one of the ADFLC rebels at the no-man's
land with a view to normalising the usually quiete situation at the border.

Accompanied by three sentries, the rebel, who did not identify himself, shook hands with the
Zambians and chatted with them for about 15 minutes.

The ADFLC has seized all the major towns in the mineral-rich eastern zaire, including
Lubumbashi, the country's second city. The rebels have threatened to march into Kinshasa if
the Zairean president, Marshal Mobutu Sese Seko refuses to hold direct negotiations with
Kabila.
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                UNHCR Cuts Food Aid To 220 Rwandan Refugees

BUJUMBURA, Burundi (PANA) - The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) has severed its assistance to 220 of the 200,000 Rwandan refugees who have been
living in northern Burundi since 1994.

Mrs Claire Bourgeois, who heads the UNHCR sub-office in northern Burundi's Ngozi
province, the aid was severed because the refugees refused to be repatriated for fear of
reprisals back home.

The UNHCR official said however that the refugees are still in the premises of the UNHCR at
the Magara camp.

According to her, most of the refugees are intellectuals, some of whom claim they had no
responsibility in the 1994 massacres in Rwanda. But many of them seem to have been
negatively influenced by propaganda following their long stay in refugee camps.

Meanwhile, Mrs Bourgeois said that 5,000 Burundian refugees are still in Rwanda, and over
200,000 others live in Tanzania, in the localities of Ngara (98,200 registered in March 1997),
Kigoma, Kasuro and Kibondo (171,000).

Meanwhile, according to UNHCR figures, 23,325 Burundian refugees were forced to return
back home to escape from the war in neighbouring Zaire.

Out of this figure, 20,588 have been transferred to their provinces of Oriin, mainly in the
Northwest.
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               UN Calls For A New Observer Mission For Angola

Segun Adeyemi PANA Correspondent

NEW YORK (PANA) - UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan has recommended that a new UN
Observer Mission for Angola be established July 1.

In a report Monday to the UN Security Council, he also recommended the extension of the
mandate of the current UN mission in the country by two months, till June 30.

The new mission, to be called the UN Observer Mission in Angola, or UNOMA, will be a
follow-up to the organization's Angola Verification Mission, Unavem Three. Unavem was set
up to monitor the implementation of the Lusaka Protocol, the peace agreement signed in 1994
to end 20 years of civil war in Angola.

The 5,493 civilian and military members of Unavem are being withdrawn in phases, as
Angola's former warring parties begin to form a government of national unity and merge their
military apparatuses into a new national defence body.

Annan said that the new mission would focus on political, police and human rights aspects,
humanitarian activities and public information programmes, in addition to completing residual
military tasks.

The international community should remain engaged in Angola until the goal of full
implementation of the Lusaka Protocol is achieved, he said.

He hailed the formation of a unity government in Angola, the approval by the national
assembly on the legislation on the special status of Jonas Savimbi, leader of the former anti-
government group Unita, and the swearing in of the Unita deputies in the assembly.

Never before has the country been so close to the final resolution of its devastating conflict
and to the attainment of lasting peace, Annan said.

He called for rapid progress in the implementation of other aspects of the protocol.

Other pending issues include the completion of the formation of the country's unified army
and the national police, as well as the demobilisation of excess Unita military personnel.
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       Zimbabwe Foreign Minister Differs With Ruling Party Over Kabila

HARARE, Zimbabwe (PANA) - Zimbabwe's Foreign Affairs Minister Stan Mudenge says a
press advertisement published Saturday by ruling Zanu-PF party, praising Zairean rebel leader
Laurent Kabila, did not represent the official government view.

Zanu pf is an institution on its own and is entitled to their position, which is not necessarily
the government position, Mudenge said.

He told the Zimbabwe Inter-Africa News Agency, or Ziana, that government stood by the
position adopted by the Organisation of African Unity in a March conference in Togo. This
called for reconciliation, help for refugees, a cease-fire and the withdrawal of foreigner troops,
including mercenaries.

In the advertisement, the Zimbabwe African National Union-Patriotic Front's publicity
secretary for Harare Province, Tirivanhu Mudariki, said that the party hailed the victories
being scored by our dear brother, the Lumumbist -- Laurent Kabila. We appeal to our dear
brother Kabila to extend the hand of reconciliation whilst swimming in victory.

Asked what signal the advertisement might send to people at home and abroad, Mudenge said
it was important to recognise the difference between the government and the ruling party.

The Zanu pf-led government has been in power since 1980 when the country gained
independence from Britain.

On reports that the Zimbabwe Defence Industries has supplied arms to Kabila, Mudenge said
the firm was a private company and could make its own decisions.

However, Mudenge denied that any arms had been sold to Kabila.

He (Kabila) has never placed any orders for arms and none have been supplied to him,
Mudenge said.

The rebellious Alliance of Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Congo (Zaire) has
conquered about half of the vast central African country since launching it offensive in
October 1997.



Kabila has been bitterly fighting to topple the government of Mobutu Sese Seko and insists
the wealthy yet ailing leader should relinquish presidency after 32 years in office.

Kabila has spurned South African mediation efforts to meet Mobutu, saying he will on attend
what he called a short ceremony to transfer power to his alliance.

The South African initiative is about transfer of power. When he (Mobutu) is ready for this, I
shall go and attend a short day's ceremony on the peaceful transfer of power, Kabila said
Saturday in Zaire's second largest city, Lubumbashi.
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                 Adviser Says Mobutu Will Not Go Into Exile

KINSHASA, Zaire (PANA) - President Mobutu Sese Seko's special adviser has ruled out the
possibility of exile for the ailing Zairean leader as suggested by rebel leader, Laurent-Desire
Kabila.

Mobutu has not lost an election. Why ask him to quit , Ngbanda Ko Atumbo declared after
discussions with Mobutu whom he handed a letter from South African president Nelson
Mandela, inviting him to attend upcoming peace negotiations in Pretoria.

According to him, there is no clause asking for Mobutu's departure in the communique
published at the end of initial talks between the Zairean government and Kabila's Alliance of
Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Congo (Zaire), which took place in South Africa from
April 5 to 8.

On the contrary, the communique insists on the organisation of free and fair elections ,
Ngbanda said.

He said the discussions rather emphasised the need for a fundamental change in Zaire, which
should come through an all-inclusive transitional process.

My personal view at this stage is that there are strong reasons why we should move towards a
negotiated peace , he said, stressing that fighting between rebel forces and Mobutu's troops
could only be halted through negotiation.

On the date and venue of the proposed talks, Ngbanga said technical details were being worked
out ahead of the forum during which Mobutu and Kabila are expected to discuss a cease-fire.
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                    Eight Killed By Suspected Hutu Rebels

Segun Adeyemi PANA Correspondent

BUJUMBURA, Burundi (PANA) - Eight people were reported killed on Tuesday night when
an armed gang attacked Rumonge, 70 km south of Bujumbura, on the shores of Lake
Tanganyika.

According to a Burundi News Agency reporter in the zone, the killings occurred in the high-
density Mugomere residential area, by the attackers who had given an advance notice a day
earlier. The assailants left behind tracts promising another onslaught for Wednesday.

Southern Burundi has since mid-April witnessed several violent clashes between rebels from
the majority Hutu ethnic group and government troops, which is dominated by people from
the minority Tutsi.

In the same region last Monday, some 200 heads of cattle were stolen by rebels believed to
belong to the Forces for the Defence of Democracy (FDD), the armed wing of the National
Council for the Defence of Democracy (CNDD) of Leornard Nyangoma.

In recent fighting in Makamba, more than 200 of the rebels were reportedly killed by
government troops, according to figures issued by the Burundi army headquarters in
Bujumbura which did not reveal the extent of its casualties.

Meanwhile, the Burundi army high command has claimed that rebels from the Tanzanian-
based National Liberation Front (FROLILNA) and the Party for the Liberation of the Hutu
People (PALIPEHUTU) have infiltrated southern Burundi.

The attacks in Rumone occurred in the aftermath of a regional summit in neighbouring
Tanzania, which eased sanctions imposed on Burundi by allowing importation of essential
consumer items and medicines on humanitarian grounds.

The sanctions were imposed by Burundi's neighbours in July 1996, a few days after Maj.
Pierre Buyoya seized power in a coup d'etat on July 25.
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              Burundi And Tanzanian Military Commanders To meet

Moses Draku PANA Correspondent

BUJUMBURA, Burundi (PANA) - The military commander of Burundi's 5th military region
and his Tanzanian counterpart of Kigoma region is scheduled to take place on Tuesday.

In an interview in Bujumbura, the Burundi army spokesman, Col. Isaie Nabizi, told PANA
that the meeting had been postponed on two occasions at the request of Tanzanian authorities.

The meeting takes place in the aftermath of three weeks of clashes between the Burundi army
and suspected armed Hutu gangs which infiltrated the country from Tanzania.

Col. Nibizi said the latest clash occurred over the weekend during which at least 40 of the
assailants were killed by the Burundi army at Nyange, in the Makamba province on the border
with Tanzania.

Armed gangs in disarray are reported to be threatening the locality of Kiderge, in the
neighbouring commune of Nyabga, he added.

He noted that the clashes have caused the displacement of hundreds of people, mainly women
and children, from the communes of Vugizo, Gishiha and Matyazou, in the same province.

The armed gangs are suspected to be combatants of two guerilla movements -- the National
Liberation Front (FROLINA) and the Hutu People's Liberation Party (PALIPEHUTU).

The two movements have been politically and militarily active among the 200,000 Burundian
refugees who fled to Tanzania in 1972.

Recently, the two groups were joined by supporters of the National Committee for the
Defence of Democracy (CNDD) of former Interior minister Leonard Nyangoma, after their
rear base in eastern Zaire were disrupted by the Tutsi-led Alliance of Democratic Forces for
the Liberation of Congo (Zaire) of Laurent Kabila.

Col. Nabizi said the fighting in southern Burundi had not completely died down. Military
sources in Bujumbura said that between 10 and 50 Hutu rebels were killed in that area over the
weekend. Independent sources indicated that the casualty among government soldiers was 15
dead.
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              UNESCO Denonces Slaying Of Rwandan School Children

DAKAR, Senegal (PANA) - United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO) Federico Mayor on Tuesday condemned the killing of 17 school children and their
headmistress in Murumba, Western Rwanda on Sunday night.

Thirteen other pupils were injured in that attack.

This attack on Rwandan children is an uforgivable crime against the most basic principles of
humanity, said Mayor.

It is all the more grievous as it undemines the Rwandan people's hope for a better futire in
their country which has been steeped in tragedy for so long, Mayor is quoted a saying in a
news release.

UNESCO, as the UN agency in charge of education, science and culture, can but be outraged
by such crimes perpetrated in a school which should like all schools, be haven of peace and
learning where a propitious future is nurtured, it added.

Copyright © 1997 Panafrican News Agency. All Rights Reserved.

Material may not be redistributed, posted to any other location, published or used for
broadcast without written authorization from the Panafrican News Agency. B.P. 4056, Dakar,
Senegal. Tel: (221) 24-13-95 | Fax: (221) 24-13-90 | E-mail: quoiset@sonatel.senet.net



Document 37/34 (29.04.97)

Source: Pan African News Agency (PANA) Date: 29 Apr 1997 ------------------------------------
---------------------------------------

For educational use only:

          U.N. Says 60-Day Refugee Repatriation Deadline Unrealistic

NEW YORK, (PANA) - The United Nations has rejected the 60-day deadline set by Zairean
rebel leader Laurent Kabila for the repatriation of some 100,000 Rwandan refugees, even as the
organisation commended him for his personal intervention in the refugee crisis.

If you are talking about sixty days from now, that is an unrealistic deadline, U.N. spokesman
Fred Eckhard told U.N. correspondents in New York.

Kabila's ultimatum, effective May 1, was issued Sunday after two days of meeting with relief
officials in the area held by the anti-government Alliance of Democratic Forces for the
Liberation of Congo (Zaire).

The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, which will carry out the repatriation,
also said that the deadline presented it with a daunting task, considering that the refugees were
scattered.

We need time to locate and transport them to Kisangani, the high commissioner, Sadako Ogata,
said Monday in New York.

The News Agency of Nigeria quoted Ogata as saying: We must have freedom of movement
and unimpeded and safe access to do the job.

The most important thing, she said, was to get the repatriation started, as well as to have the
full cooperation of the alliance.

It is unrealistic but we will start, she said.

The agency said she was commenting after briefing the U.N. Security Council on the situation.

The refugees are the remainder of the nearly two million, mostly Hutu, who fled Rwanda after
some of them massacred an estimated 500,000 to one million minority Tutsi and Hutu
moderates in the country in 1994.

In Zaire, U.S. Ambassador Bill Richardson, sent by President Bill Clinton to seek a negotiated
settlement of the crisis in Zaire, arrived in Kinshasa Monday for talks with President Mobutu
Sese Seko and Kabila.



I am here to work with leaders of Zaire to ensure a peaceful, prosperous and democratic future
for the country, he said.

The U.S. firmly believes there can be no military solution to the crisis, but rather a negotiated
settlement leading to an inclusive transitional government and fair and free elections, he added.
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                         Kabila Holds Talks With Mugabe

HARARE, Zimbabwe (PANA) - Zairean rebel leader, Laurent-Desire Kabila, said on
Thursday the march on Kinshasa will continue despite the pending meeting with ailing
president Mobutu Sese Seko, now expected to be held on Saturday.

Briefing local journalists after a meeting with president Robert Mugabe at state house in
Harare, Kabila said: why not? I think we must go forward. We must liberate Kinshasa but we
are now discussing with others to try and solve the problem by peaceful means.

Initial reports said the meeting between the two protagonists was scheduled to take place on
Friday on a South African naval supply ship.

I have been told it (meeting) will now be on Saturday because Mobutu has changed his mind
again, said Kabila, spotting his trademark green safari suit.

The meeting, which would discuss a peaceful transfer of power, if held, would be the first
face-to-face between Mobutu and kabila, whose rebels have seized more than half of Zaire
since October and are advancing on the capital Kinshasa.

Kabila, who arrived on Thursday from his headquarters in South-Eastern Zaire, said he had
come to Zimbabwe to brief Mugabe in his capacity as the incoming Organisation of African
Unity (OAU) chairman on developments in his country and to seek the Southern African
nation's support.

Mugabe, who said he had not received an invitation to the meeting which will be chaired by
South African president Nelson Mandela, said he hoped the two protagonists would agree on
the way forward for the sake of peace and stability in the region and Africa as a whole.

The United States has openly said Mobutu must quit power gracefully after 32 years of
dictatorship and open the way for democracy.

My own attitude is to wish them well and hope this meeting will produce some understanding
that will lead the people of Zaire to new peace, said Mugabe, whose government has denied
selling arms to Kabila.

According to diplomats in Kinshasa, for Kabila, the military option remains attractive and all
he has to do is sit tight and squeeze the capital dry.



Another threatened front is south-west of Kinshasa in Bas-Zaire (lower Zaire), the country's
hydro-electrical powerhouse. Its main town is the key port of Matadi on the boarder with
Angola.

Kinshasa, with its five million population swelled by hundreds of thousands of displaced
Zaireans, would be strangled of food and power if Kabila's forces advanced on all three fronts.

Kabila was due to leave Harare immediately after the meeting.
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                         Kabila Holds Talks With Mugabe

HARARE, Zimbabwe (PANA) - Zairean rebel leader, Laurent-Desire Kabila, said on
Thursday the march on Kinshasa will continue despite the pending meeting with ailing
president Mobutu Sese Seko, now expected to be held on Saturday.

Briefing local journalists after a meeting with president Robert Mugabe at state house in
Harare, Kabila said: why not? I think we must go forward. We must liberate Kinshasa but we
are now discussing with others to try and solve the problem by peaceful means.

Initial reports said the meeting between the two protagonists was scheduled to take place on
Friday on a South African naval supply ship.

I have been told it (meeting) will now be on Saturday because Mobutu has changed his mind
again, said Kabila, spotting his trademark green safari suit.

The meeting, which would discuss a peaceful transfer of power, if held, would be the first
face-to-face between Mobutu and kabila, whose rebels have seized more than half of Zaire
since October and are advancing on the capital Kinshasa.

Kabila, who arrived on Thursday from his headquarters in South-Eastern Zaire, said he had
come to Zimbabwe to brief Mugabe in his capacity as the incoming Organisation of African
Unity (OAU) chairman on developments in his country and to seek the Southern African
nation's support.

Mugabe, who said he had not received an invitation to the meeting which will be chaired by
South African president Nelson Mandela, said he hoped the two protagonists would agree on
the way forward for the sake of peace and stability in the region and Africa as a whole.

The United States has openly said Mobutu must quit power gracefully after 32 years of
dictatorship and open the way for democracy.

My own attitude is to wish them well and hope this meeting will produce some understanding
that will lead the people of Zaire to new peace, said Mugabe, whose government has denied
selling arms to Kabila.

According to diplomats in Kinshasa, for Kabila, the military option remains attractive and all
he has to do is sit tight and squeeze the capital dry.



Another threatened front is south-west of Kinshasa in Bas-Zaire (lower Zaire), the country's
hydro-electrical powerhouse. Its main town is the key port of Matadi on the boarder with
Angola.

Kinshasa, with its five million population swelled by hundreds of thousands of displaced
Zaireans, would be strangled of food and power if Kabila's forces advanced on all three fronts.

Kabila was due to leave Harare immediately after the meeting.
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                    Burundi Denies Links with Zairean Rebels

HARARE, Zimbabwe (PANA) - Burundi's agriculture and livestock minister, Damase
Ntiranyibagira, on Friday in Harare, refuted allegations that his country is aiding Zairean rebels
led by Laurent Kabila.

Ntiranyibagira told journalists after paying a courtesy call on Zimbabwean President Robert
Mugabe that Burundi had its own problems and could not afford to assist other countries in
any way.

Zairean authorities have alleged that the Tutsi-led military government in Bujumbura together
with Rwanda and Uganda, were helping Kabila's Alliance of Democratic Forces for the
Liberation of Congo (Zaire).

These are unfounded allegations. Burundi has its own enormous problems and has no intention
to interfere with affairs involving her neighbours, he said.

Kabila's troops are already in control of more than half of Zaire and are reportedly poised to
over-run the capital, Kinshasa, anytime, to end President Mobutu Sese Seko's 32-year old
rule.

The rebel leader and Mobutu are, however, expected to hold a meeting either Friday or
Saturday to try and find a negotiated settlement to the six-month crisis.

Ntiranyibagira also said he had brought a brotherly message from the Burundi leader, Maj.
Pierre Buyoya, who seized power in a military coup on July 25, 1996.

This is a message in which our leader expressed his gesture to the Zimbabwe government for
what it did for the Burundi people and hope that the two countries will accompany each other
in their peace paths, said Ntiranyibagira.
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                       Thousands of Malians Flee Kinshasa

BRAZZAVILLE, Congo (PANA) - Thousands of Malians arrived in Brazzaville's Maya-
Maya International Airport on Friday, as they fled Kinshasa, the Zairean capital, from
advancing anti-government forces.

Police in Brazzaville, capital of neighbouring Congo, said that some 4,000 Malians had arrived
on the way home to West Africa.

Many of them, particularly women and young children, lay tired on the ground with their few
bundles of clothes. They said they feared looting and fled amid growing tension as forces of
the Alliance of Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Zaire closed in on the city.

Meanwhile, Zaire President Mobutu Sese Seko, is in Pointe-Noire, Congo, awaiting the arrival
of alliance leader Laurent Kabila aboard a South African naval supply ship. They are to hold
talks to end Zaire's political impasse, which for Kabila, means Mobutu's immediate
resignation.

The negotiations were to have taken place Friday but Kabila failed to show up demanding
increased personal security.

Kabila is demanding that Mobutu step down immediately before the fighting could end.

Three other head of states are in Pointe-Noire to facilitate the face-to-face meeting. They are
presidents Pascal Lissouba of Congo, Nelson Mandela of South Africa and Gnassingbe
Eyadema of Togo.
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                  Salim Says Zaire Needs Negotiated Transition

Paul Ejime, PANA Correspondent

LAGOS, Nigeria (PANA) - The OAU Secretary-General, Salim Ahmed Salim, says parties to
the Zairean conflict should seek a negotiated transition rather than military solution to the
crisis in the country.

We (the OAU) have been saying that it is important to put an end to the war and negotiate a
transition that will create a new dispensation in Zaire, he said on Thursday in Lagos on his
way to Abuja for the African First Ladies peace conference beginning in the Nigerian capital
Monday.

Salim said the OAU supported the meeting expected to be held Friday or Saturday between
embattled Zairean President Mobutu Sese Seko and Laurent Kabila, leader of the Alliance of
Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Congo (Zaire).

He said although forces of the Alliance which have captured more than half of the country in a
six-month military campaign had an advantage, the talks would however provide a unique
opportunity to discuss the question of transition .

The OAU chief was accompanied by a 30-member delegation including a United Nations
representative, as well as delegates from Malaysia and the Economic Commission for Africa
for the Abuja conference.

The OAU and the Commission support the first ladies meeting, which Salim said would
address the problems of refugees and displaced persons.

He said it was a way of mobilising women on how to deal with crisis on the continent, citing
the Great Lakes region, Liberia and Sierra Leone as

Laurent Kabila, whose Alliance of Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Congo (Zaire) has
seized at least half of the country.

The peace talks, to be brokered by South African President Nelson Mandela, are to be held
Friday or Saturday aboard a naval ship provided by Pretoria, which will anchor in
international waters off the Congolese Atlantic Ocean oil seaport.



Reports from Lome indicated that the Togolese President, Gen. Gnassingbe Eyadema, will join
Mobutu in the talks aimed at bringing a peaceful end to the Zairean war, launched six months
by the Alliance from the eastern part of the country.

Eyadema, who hosted a summit of the Organization of African Unity (OAU) central organ for
the prevention, management and settlement of conflicts in March, was invited to the talks by
the Zairean Foreign Minister, Gerald Kamanda wa Kamanda.

The talks will also be attended by Mohamed Sahnoun, the United Nations and OAU Joint
Special Envoy to the Great Lakes, as well as an envoy of President Bill Clinton, Bill
Richardson.

The American envoy has for the past few days been shuttling between Kinshasa and the rebel-
held territory, in an effort to reconcile the positions of the two sides over the planned talks.

Initially, the Mobutu-Kabila meeting was expected to be held in Libreville, Gabon. However,
Gabonese officials said the port of Libreville lacked the capacity to receive the South African
naval ship.

For what were described as health reasons, Mobutu, who is suffering from prostate cancer,
objected to an earlier suggestion that the talks be held in South Africa.
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                      Buyoya Makes First Cabinet Reshuffle

Ferdinand Bigumandondera, PANA Correspondent

BUJUMBURA, Burundi (PANA) - Burundi's military ruler, Maj. Pierre Buyoya, has made
his first cabinet reshuffle in an attempt to inject life to the country's moribund economy.

Burundi has been under economic sanctions from its neighbours since August 1996, in an
effort to restore democratic civilian rule to the landlocked central African country.

Burundian Prime Minister Firmin-Pascal Ndimira said Monday that the 24 ministers named
were chosen for their competence and because of a need to provide an ethnic and regional
balance in the government, and after three years of inter-ethnic war.

Buyoya named six newcomers to the cabinet Monday. They will occupy the justice, trade,
public works, energy and mines, transports, posts and telecommunications and Basic
Education ministries.

Buyoya, who seized power July 25, 1996 from the democratically elected government of
President Sylivestre Ntibantunganya. has retained his ministers of defence, interior, external
relations and finance.

The full cabinet list is as follows:-

     Prime minister - Firmin-Pascal Ndimira      External Relations and Cooperation - Luc
Rukingagama      Interior and Public Security - Col. Epitace Bayaganakandi      Justice -
Terence Sinunguruza (New)      Defence - Lt. Col. Firmin Sinzoyiheba      Planning,
Development and Reconstruction - Evariste Minani      Community Development - Bambasi
Pierre      Reintegration, Resetlement of Displaced People and Returnees - Pascal     
Nkurunziza (transfered)      Land Development and Environment - Samuel Bigawa (transfered)     
Finance - Nibigira Gerard      Agriculture and Livestock Development - Damas Nitiranyibagira     
Commerce, Industry and Tourism - Gregoire Banyiyezako (New)      Labour, Crafts and
Vocational Training - Bernabee Muteragiranwa      Public Service - Monique Ndakoze      Basic
Education and Adult Literacy - Joseph Ndayisaba (New)      Secondary, Higher Education and
Scientifique Research - Logatien      Ndoricimpa (New)      Human Rights, Social Action and
Women Development - Christine Ruhaza      Youth, Sports and Culture - Bonaventure
Gasutwa      Public Health - Juma Kariburyo      Communication and Government Spokesman
- Pierre Claver Ndayicariye      Public Works and National Supply - Kital Nzobonimpa (New)     



Transports, Posts and Telecommunications - Venerand Nzohabonayo      Energy and Mining -
Bernard Barandereka (Transfered)      Institutional Reforms and Relations With the National
Assembly -      Eugene Nindorera      Junior Minister in the Ministry of External and
Cooperation - Leonidas      Havyarimana      Junior Minister to the Interior and Public Security
- Kazignye Prime      (New)
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                     Fighting Continues In Southern Burundi

BUJUMBURA, Burundi (PANA) - Violent clashes between Burundi's Tutsi-dominated army
and Hutu rebels continued for the fourth day Tuesday in the two southern provinces of
Makamba and Bururi, an army spokesman said.

The spokesman, Col. Isaie Nibizi, said two civilians were killed and two wounded in the rebel
attack Monday on a camp at Rwira hosting displaced Tutsi.

He told PANA that government troops had killed 102 terrorists and recovered eight weapons.
Four government soldiers were wounded, two seriously.

Nibizi said that the fighting later shifted to the commune of Matana, in the same province,
which before now been spared the civil war over the past three years.

Burundi was thrown into civil strife following the army assassination in October 1993 of the
country's first democratically elected president, Melchoir Ndadaye, a Hutu.

Copyright © 1997 Panafrican News Agency. All Rights Reserved.

Material may not be redistributed, posted to any other location, published or used for
broadcast without written authorization from the Panafrican News Agency. B.P. 4056, Dakar,
Senegal. Tel: (221) 24-13-95 | Fax: (221) 24-13-90 | E-mail: quoiset@sonatel.senet.net



Document 39/07 (11.05.97)

Source: Pan African News Agency (PANA) Date: 11 May 1997 -----------------------------------
----------------------------------------

For educational use only:

                       African Leaders Appeal To Zaireans

LAGOS, Nigeria (PANA) - Three African leaders --Nigeria's head of State, Gen. Sani Abacha,
Col. Moammar Kadhafi of Libya and Gen. Ibrahim Mainassara Bare of Niger, have appealed
to the warring parties in Zaire to agree to a cease fire.

In a communique issued in Abuja on Saturday at the end of a two-day visit by the two heads
of state, the three leaders urged Zairean to cooperate with peace efforts being made bythe
United Nations, the Oranization of African Unity and regional leaders to find a negotiated
settlement to the seven month old war in their central African nation.

Earlier, Col. Kadhafi and Gen. Mainassare received the Grand Commander of the Republic
(GCR) award, Nigeria's highest national honours.

Abacha said the awards were in recognition of their selfless and dedicated leadership and warm
and affectionship with Nigeria.

In separate speeches during his stay, Kadhafi restated his call that Nigeria be given a
permanent seat at the United Nations Security Council.

Kadhafi denounced Western countries, especially the U.S for associating Islam with terrorism.
He said Islam preached peace and tolerance.

The U.S criticised Kadhafi's visit to Niger and Nigeria, saying it violated the UN air embargo
imposed against Tripoli in April 1992.

Kadhafi has returned home, although he had oriinally said that he was travellin to other
African states, including South Africa.
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                OAU Team Evaluates Great Lakes Refugee Situation

KHARTOUM, Sudan (PANA) - The Organization of African Unity (OAU) has dispatched a
team to assess the situation of refugees and displaced persons in the Great Lakes region.

Abdul Mahmus Abdul-Halim, who heads the directorate of African affairs in the Sudanese
foreign ministry, was quoted by the Sudan News agency (SUNA) on Thursday as saying the
mission has been dispatched under the auspices of the OAU mechanism on conflict
prevention, management and resolution.

He said the delegation is being headed by Sudan's ambassador to Ethiopia, adding that this was
testimony of Khartoum's prominent role in efforts to settle African conflicts.

Abdul-Halim said the delegation has so far visited Tanzania and was scheduled to tour
Burundi, Rwanda and Zaire.

The four countries have been teeming with refugees since the assassination of Burundi's
democratically-elected Hutu President, Melchior Ndadaye in October 1993 and the 1994
genocide in Rwanda.

The refugee situation has been further aggravated by the seven-month civil war in Zaire, being
waged by Laurent Kabila's Alliance of Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Congo (Zaire),
which are threatening to seize Kinshasa.

The mission's report will be submitted to the next OAU Council of Ministers, which meets in
Harare towards the end of May, to prepare for this year's OAU summit, to be held in the
Zimbabwean capital from June 2-4.
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                Nyerere Dropped As Mediator In Burundi Conflict

DAR ES SALAAM, Tanzania (PANA) - Retired Tanzanian President Julius Nyerere has
been replaced as international mediator in the Burundi conflict, it was learnt in Dar es Salaam.

The Tanzania News Agency (Shihata) reported on Monday that the change is contained in a
joint agreement signed between a delegation representing Burundi military ruler, Major Pierre
Buyoya, and that of the Council for National Defence and Democracy (CNDD), led by
Leonard Nyangoma.

Nyangoma was Burundi's interior minister. He retreated to the bush after the assassination of
that country's first democratically-elected President, Melchior Ndadaye, on Oct. 21, 1993.

Shihata cited articles in the so-called general accord, signed in Rome on March 10, which says
Nyerere had been replaced by Andrea Riccardi of Italy.

According to the accord, Riccardi will conduct the new mediation under the auspices of a
Rome-based religious community known as Saint Egidion.

The two delegations of the government in power in Burundi and that of CNDD have decided
to convene the coming meetings as planned and agreed that all negotiations will exclusively
take place in the city of Rome, Italy, with the mediation of the Saint Egidion community, the
agreement states.

Investigations here have revealed that Buyoya's delegation was led by Bernard Barandereka,
Burundi's Minister of Mines while that of CNDD was under Leonce Ndarubagiye, a former
Provincial Governor.

The accord says the two parties decided that the peace dialogue should be conducted in the
presence of the religious community as mediator. Observers could also be allowed to the talks,
it adds.

The two delegations have met twice in Rome, apparently to conduct Secret talks under
Riccardi, the accord explains. The first meeting was held from Feb. 29 to March 10 and the
second on April 10.



The organisation of the opening ceremonies of the so-called secret talks was overseen by
Riccardi in collaboration with Father Matteo Zuppi. Also present was Italian Senator Rino
Serri, who is Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs.

Meanwhile, the former majority party thrown out of power by Buyoya last July 25, the
Front for Democracy in Burundi (FRODEBU) has condemned the Buyoya-CNDD accord.

FRODEBU said the accord was aimed at sabotaging efforts by countries in the Great Lakes
region and the international community to bring permanent peace to Burundi.

The party's national chairman, Jean Minani, maintained in a telephone interview Sunday, that
his party still recognises Nyerere as the sole mediator in the incessant Burundian conflicts.

He said FRODEBU was, by extension, determined to respect Arusha as the negotiating venue
and not anything to the contrary.

We in FRODEBU will respect and adhere to all decisions made so far by the heads of state of
the countries in the Great Lakes region on finding a permanent solution to the ongoing
Burundian political crisis, he stated.
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                    Call To Use Mandela To Influence Kabila

May 19, 1997

HARARE, Zimbabwe (PANA) - Zimbabwean President Robert Mugabe said on Monday the
Southern African region should now use its influence on new Zairean leader Laurent-Desire
Kabila through South African President Nelson Mandela who mediated during the Zairean
crisis.

He was speaking during a meeting with visiting former Australian Prime Minister Bob Hawke
in Harare.

Hawke, who is on a visit to cement relations between Australia and Zimbabwe, paid a
courtesy call on Mugabe to renew their acquaintances and relationship.

Asked by Hawke for his personal views on the Zairean situation and Mobutu's departure,
Mugabe said the situation had improved considerably.

Really I think it's for the better for Mobutu. For over three decades he has done absolutely
nothing to develop that country other than amass wealth for himself, said Mugabe.

Mugabe, however, expressed hope that the region could use its influence on rebel leader Kabila
through Mandela to ensure peace in that region.

Mugabe praised Mandela, who begins a three-day state visit on Monday, for his role in trying
to bring about a peaceful negotiated settlement to Zaire.

On the visit of the former Australian premier, Mugabe said it came at a time when the
Southern African region had gone through crucial economic and political changes.

Mugabe said he could not forget steps taken by Hawke during his tenure and Brian Mulroney
of Canada in the peaceful negotiations and attempts at ending apartheid in South Africa.

Hawke later told reporters that he maintained a very close relationship with Mugabe since his
tenure of office as Australian premier from 1983 to 1991.

He said he had reminisced about their days in the Commonwealth when they worked very
closely together in bringing an end to apartheid rule in South Africa.



Hawke said they had discussed developments in the region, especially Zaire, for which, he
said Mugabe, was very optimistic about the future.

He said relations between Australia and Zimbabwe were excellent although there was room for
improvement in the area of trade, which was only about 182,000 U.S dollars.

Hawke said he was in Zimbabwe with some Australian friends to prepare for the opening of a
Shona sculpture gallery in melbourne later this year.

He said they were looking at material to take back to Australia.

Hawke, who is now a business consultant, said he last visited Zimbabwe in 1991 during the
Commonwealth heads of state and government meeting in Harare when he fell in love with
Shona sculpture. Shona is Zimbabwe's major ethnic group

Copyright © 1997 Panafrican News Agency. All Rights Reserved.

Material may not be redistributed, posted to any other location, published or used for
broadcast without written authorization from the Panafrican News Agency. B.P. 4056, Dakar,
Senegal. Tel: (221) 24-13-95 | Fax: (221) 24-13-90 | E-mail: quoiset@sonatel.senet.net



Document 40/33 (20.05.97)

Source: Pan African News Agency (PANA) Date: 20 May 1997 -----------------------------------
----------------------------------------

For educational use only:

                   Kofi Annan Calls For Inclusive Government

NEW YORK, United Nations (PANA) - The United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan
has welcomed the transfer of power in Zaire, which is now known as the Democratic Republic
of Congo.

His spokesman Fred Eckhard said on Monday that Annan urged Laurent Kabila, the republic's
new leader, to form an inclusive government.

According to Eckhard, the Secretary-General was satisfied that the transfer took place without
a major loss of lives, and that he had urged continued restraint by all parties.

The Secretary-General trusts that the government that is expected to be formed early this
week will be broad-based, including other political groups, and that the new authorities will
work for political reconciliation, democracy and prosperity for the peoples of the country, he
said.

Eckhard said that the UN chief also welcomed the assurances given to his special
representative, Mohammed Sahnoun, by the victorious forces of the Alliance of Democratic
Forces for the Liberation of Congo on cooperation with international organisations.

The Secretary-General expects the new authorities to work closely with the UN and the
international community in ensuring that the human rights of all are fully respected, and that
the victims of the conflict...receive all necessary assistance, he said.

Sahnoun met with the leader of the alliance, Laurent Kabila, at the weekend after its forces
swept into kinshasa and forced Mobutu Sese Seko to flee into exile after a 32-year rule.
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Burundi Calls For End of Sanctions

HARARE, Zimbabwe (PANA) - Burundi on Sunday called on the internationalcommunity to lift economic
sanctions and a blockade imposed against it,saying their effects were hitting hard at ordinary citizens and
derailingthe peace process.

The central African country, now being ruled by military strongman Maj.Pierre Buyoya, who staged a coup last
year, is under economic sanctions, asthe international community presses for restoration of democratic rule.

However, following a series of negotiations this year a number of Burundi'sneighbours relaxed the embargo, and
are considering suspending all of them,except the arms embargo.

Burundi external affairs and cooperation minister Luc Rukingama, whoattended the 66th OAU council of
ministers meeting in Harare, toldjournalists his delegation was here to sensitise the world on the need tolift all
the sanctions.

Sanctions have been hitting mainly the ordinary people. The population isprevented from getting the daily
necessities like water, food, medicationand agricultural inputs such as fertilisers and seeds.

What is more serious is that the economic blockade has impeded the peaceprocess because when the population
is not fed and pregnant mothers cannotdeliver you cannot go to them and talk about peace, Rukingama said.

He said while the OAU council of ministers welcomed the moderation of thesanctions it was illogical that they
should be continued at all.

The whole idea of sanctions is illegal and illogical because the Burundigovernment has already fulfilled the
conditions set by the internationalcommunity for the lifting up of the economic blockade, he claimed.

The international community, including Burundi's neighbours Tanzania andUganda insist that Buyoya's
government must lift the ban on oppositionparties, the national assembly and also start negotiations with
otherparties for a peaceful resolution.

All these conditions have already been met because ever since presidentBuyoya came to power he made sure that
he negotiated with everybodyincluding armed groups, Rukingama said.

He claimed that the root cause of Burundi internal conflict was not ethnicor political but economic.

Burundi has been in turmoil since the democratically-elected Hutu presidentMelchior Ndadaye was assassionated
on Oct 21,1993, by rogue soldiers fromthe minority Tutsi ethnic group.

Rukingama said incoming OAU chairman, Zimbabwean President Robert Mugabewill have the task of ensuring
that the difficult and fragile peace processcontinues.

The point is not to add a new mechanism for peace in Burundi but to enhancethe existing mechanism so that it
works, he said.

Former Tanzanian president Julius Nyerere, with the assistance of theOAU/UN joint mission in the Great Lakes
region has been facilitatingnegotiations in Burundi with a view to restore peace.

Asked to comment on the OAU's condemnation of the coup in Sierra Leone,Rukingama said the international
community was wrong in trying to impose asolution on the West African country.



The necessary thing is to allow the people of Sierra Leone to decide theirfate, otherwise as long as things in
Africa are decided upon by foreignersthe solutions will not be genuine but counterfeit. Democracy should not
beimposed. It's a matter of education, he said.

Copyright © 1997 Panafrican News Agency. All Rights Reserved.

Material may not be redistributed, posted to any other location, publishedor used for broadcast without written
authorization from the PanafricanNews Agency. B.P. 4056, Dakar, Senegal. Tel: (221) 24-13-95 | Fax: (221)24-
13-90 | E-mail: quoiset@sonatel.senet.net



Source: Pan African News Agency (PANA)

Date: 07 Jun 1997

For educational use only:

WFP Donates 9,550 Tonnes Of Food

DAR ES SALAAM, Tanzania (PANA) - The World Food Programme (WFP) has
donated9,550 metric tonnes of food aid to Tanzania to be distributed to needypeople in places
facing food shortage.

Sources in the Prime Minister's Office told the Tanzania News Agency,(Shihata) Friday, that
the food will start to be distributed in two weeks'time.

The sources said that the food, made up of 9,100 tonnes of maize and 450tonnes of beans
worth TShs.1.55 billion (USD 2.58 million), will bedistributed free of charge to the needy,
especially the elderly and peoplein poor health.

The able-bodied people will have to get the food through Food For WorkProgramme, the
sources said, explaining that the types of job include bricklaying and other public works in the
villages.

The sources said that apart from food, WFP has also given TShs.0.713billion (USD 1.189
million) to cover distribution expenses. The programmehas also made available direct and
indirect support totallingTShs.211,556,600 (USD 285,961).

About 200,000 people in 13 Tanzanian regions are facing food shortages. Theregions are
Tabora, Singida, Mwanza, Dodoma, Lindi, Tanga, Morogoro, Coast,Mara, Kilimanjaro,
Shinyanga and Arusha.
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Annan Calls For An End To Fighting In Congo

Segun Adeyemi, PANA Correspondent

NEW YORK, United Nations (PANA) - The United Nations Secretary-General,Kofi Annan
has called on the parties to the current fighting in Brazzavilleto cease hostilities and begin
negotiations to settle their differencesimmediately.

The Secretary-General is increasingly concerned about the deterioratingsituation in Congo,
Brazzaville, and the rising human toll of thisconflict, UN spokesman Fred Eckhard said.

He welcomes president Omar Bongo's readiness to mediate, and appeals toother leaders in the
region with influence on the parties to assist in anyway they can, Eckhard said.

The UN spokesman said that the Secretary-General had requested his specialrepresentative to
the Great Lakes region, Mohamed Sahnoun, to support thepeace effort in the country.

Hundreds of people have been killed in Brazzaville since fighting broke outlast week between
government forces and a private militia loyal to a formerCongolese military leader, Gen. Denis
Sassou-Nguesso.

The fighting started when President Pascal Lissouba, fearing a possibledisruption of the
country's forthcoming presidential elections, sentgovernment troops to disarm the 5,000-
strong Cobra militia.

On Tuesday, Annan briefed the Security Council on the situation in thecountry, and other
African hot spots.

We are worried it (fighting in Brazzaville) could spread to central Africa,he said after the
briefing.
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Kabila's Troops Moving Against Ugandan Rebels ?

KAMPALA, Uganda (PANA) - Laurent Kabila's Congolese Army, formerly theAllied Democratic Forces for the
Liberation of Congo-Zaire (ADFL) isreportedly deploying into areas west of Rwenzori mountains to flush
outUganda rebels there.

The usually well-informed government-owned daily, New Vision, troops of theDemocratic Republic of Congo
are moving from the eastern town of Beni,about 80 miles from the Uganda border post of Mpondwe in the
western Kasesedistrict.

However, the paper quoted the Ugandan Minister of State for Defence, AmamaMbabazi, as saying he was
ignorant about the movement of Kabila's troopstowards the Uganda border.

I am not aware of that. But I hope they do it. It would be good, saidMbabazi, whose government was believed
to be behind the military successesof Kabila's ADFL, which seized power in Kinshasa on May 17, after
forcingformer President Mobutu Sese Seko into exile.

There was no independent confirmation of the reports as the Congoleseembassy in Kampala could not be reached
for comment.

A Ugandan rebel group known as Allied Democratic Forces last week invadedBundibugyo district from their
hideouts in Lume on the western slopes ofthe Rwenzori, which strads the common border.

At least 40 people were reportedly killed in Bundibugyo when the rebelsattacked the Western Ugandan area.

Mbabazi was quoted by the Vision as saying Sunday that the Uganda PeopleDefence force (UPDF) had beaten off
the attackers forcing them to flee intoRwenzori mountains with the army continuing pursuit.
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U.N. Appoints Human Rights Investigators For Nigeria, Rwanda

UNITED NATIONS, New York (PANA) - The United Nations has appointed Malawianlaw professor Tiyanjana
Maluwa and Michel Moussalli of Switzerland as humanrights investigators for Nigeria and Rwanda.

The appointments were announced Tuesday in New York by the chairman of theU.N. Human Rights
Commission in Geneva, Miroslav Somol.

Maluwa will be the special rapporteur on the situation of human rights inNigeria and Moussalli the special
representative on human rights in Rwanda.

The mandates of both men must still be approved by the U.N. Economic andSocial Council when it meets next
week in Geneva, Switzerland.

Maluwa, 43, teaches law at the Department of Public Law of the Universityof Cape Town, South Africa.
Educated in England, he is the author of manybooks, articles and papers in international and comparative law.

Moussalli, 65, is the honorary representative in Europe of the RefugeePolicy Group, a Washington-based
organization for analysis, policy andresearch on refugees and humanitarian issues.

Nigeria's human rights situation became an international issue in 1995following the execution for murder of
minority rights activist KenSaro-Wiwa and eight others.

In another measure Tuesday, the U.N. Development Programme allocated200,000 U.S. dollars for the
establishment in Conakry, Guinea, of atemporary U.N. Coordination Office for Sierra Leone.

The agency said the office would enable a core group of U.N. personnel tomonitor the situation in Sierra Leone,
where soldiers ousted PresidentAhmad Tejan Kabbah, May 25.

The coordination office will also provide support for a planned U.N.assessment mission to Sierra Leone that will
seek to identify humanitarianneeds and plan aid.

The U.N. evacuated its employees from Sierra Leone in the wake of theviolence that immediately followed the
coup.
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Carter Expected In Liberia Thursday

DAKAR, Senegal (PANA) - Former United States President Jimmy Carter isscheduled to arrive in Monrovia
Thursday for a three- day visit to assesspreparations for Liberia's presidential and legislative elections
scheduledfor July 19.

The Carter Centre in Atlanta, Georgia, named after the former head ofstate, said his visit will be in readiness for
it to send a team ofelection observers to Liberia, a country founded by former slaves from thesouthern United
States.

Carter's visit will come just days after Liberians started registering forthe polls expected to restore democracy to
Africa's first republic, whichwas ravaged by a civil war from 1989 to 1996.

Carter will meet for two days, beginning Friday, with Liberian electionofficials, leaders of political parties, non-
government and internationalorganizations, as well as diplomats.

He is to be accompanied by Gordon Streeb, the director of the centre'sLiberia Project, whose office re-opened in
Monrovia April 1997 to observedevelopments throughout the electoral process and to plan for aninternational
observer delegation, if conditions are appropriate.

From Monrovia, the Liberian capital, Carter and his delegation will travelto Abuja, Nigeria, to discuss the
Liberian election with governmentofficials.

Nigeria maintains the largest contingent of troops within the 11,000 strongWest African Peace Monitoring
Force, Ecomog, which was sent to Liberia in1990.

The Ecomog commander, Maj. Gen. Victor Malu, told Liberian presidentialaspirants and chairmen of political
parties Tuesday that his troops wereready to combat any further acts of hooliganism during the campaign.
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Sierra Leonean Party Commends Ghana's Stand

ACCRA, Ghana (PANA) - The Sierra Leone People's Democratic League (PDL) hascommended the government
of Ghana for its stand on the situation inFreetown after the May 25 coup.

The Ghana News Agency said the PDL made the commendation in a letteraddressed to Ghana's Deputy foreign
minister, Victor Gbeho, on Wednesday.

In the letter signed by its chairman, Alimamy Bakarr Sankoh, the group saidthat much as they oppose military
coups, they appreciate Ghana's efforts toexploit all diplomatic avenues to restore peace in Sierra Leone.

By opting for this, we know you clearly want to avoid a photostat copy ofthe Liberian situation in Sierra Leone,
which has become more complicatedby the presence of foreign troops and mercenaries.

The PDL called for the immediate return of the leader of the rebelRevolutionary United Front (RUF), Foday
Sankoh to Sierra Leone for an earlyresolution of the problems.

It appealed to the government of Ghana to persuade the Nigerian governmentto allow Corporal Sankoh, who has
been appointed Deputy Chairman of theSierra Leone Armed Forces Revolutionary Council, to return to home.
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Kenya Eases Sanctions On Burundi

NAIROBI, Kenya (PANA) - Kenya has lifted the sanctions on petroleumproducts it imposed on Burundi after
the military coup carried out inBujumbura on July 25, 1995.

The sanctions were imposed as part of efforts by East and Central Africanstates to reverse the coup, which
brought Maj. Pierre Buyoya back to powerafter he was defeated in the 1993 polls.

Announcing the easing of sanctions on Thursday, President Daniel Moi saidhis government was also
considering allowing Kenya Airways to resumeflights to the Burundian capital.

Speaking in Nakuru, 157 kilometres west of Nairobi during the officialopening of a local agricultural fair, Moi
said that after discussions withBuyoya, the Kenyan government saw it fit to ease some of the sanctions
onhumanitarian grounds.

He said Kenya did not want to be party to the sufferings of the people ofthat country.

The countries which imposed the sanctions had earlier eased part of thesanctions on vital items. However, the
Buyoya government wants all thesanctions to be lifted.

Buyoya, who belongs to the minority Tutsi ethnic group, seized power fromHutu President Sylivestre
Ntibantunganya.
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Kenya Eases Sanctions On Burundi

NAIROBI, Kenya (PANA) - Kenya has lifted the sanctions on petroleumproducts it imposed on Burundi after
the military coup carried out inBujumbura on July 25, 1995.

The sanctions were imposed as part of efforts by East and Central= Africanstates to reverse the coup, which
brought Maj. Pierre Buyoya back to= powerafter he was defeated in the 1993 polls.

Announcing the easing of sanctions on Thursday, President Daniel Moi= saidhis government was also
considering allowing Kenya Airways to resumeflights to the Burundian capital.

Speaking in Nakuru, 157 kilometres west of Nairobi during the officialopening of a local agricultural fair, Moi
said that after discussions= withBuyoya, the Kenyan government saw it fit to ease some of the sanctions=
onhumanitarian grounds.

He said Kenya did not want to be party to the sufferings of the people= ofthat country.

The countries which imposed the sanctions had earlier eased part of thesanctions on vital items. However, the
Buyoya government wants all thesanctions to be lifted.

Buyoya, who belongs to the minority Tutsi ethnic group, seized power= fromHutu President Sylivestre
Ntibantunganya.
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Sudanese Vice President Travels To Kinshasa

KHARTOUM, Sudan (PANA) - Sudan's First Vice-President Gen. Al-ZubairMohamed Salih leaves Khartoum
for Kinshasa on Sunday to represent hiscountry at Monday's celebrations marking the 37th anniversary of
theDemocratic Republic of Congo (former Zaire).

The anniversary on Monday will be the first to be officiated by= PresidentLaurent-Desire Kabila, who took over
power in Kinshasa on 29 May, after= histroops seized the capital on May 17.

The Democratic Republic of Congo gained its independence from Belgium.= Itsname was changed to Zaire after
the 1965 coup d'etat by the then Gen.Mobutu Sese Seko.

The DRC's first Prime Ministers was Patrice Lumumba, a close allie ofKabila.

After Lumumba's murder under mysterious circumstances in 1961, Kabila= wentunderground to fight against the
Kinshasa government.

However, his efforts were only crowned 35 years later,when his Alliance= ofDemocratic Forces for the Liberation
of Congo (Zaire) forced the ailingField Marshall Mobutu Sese Seko into exile.
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Kinshasa Hosts Some 300 Refugees From Brazzaville

KINSHASA, Congo (PANA) - At least 300 refugees from Brazzaville arecurrently living in Kinshasa, capital of
the Democratic Republic of= Congosince the outbreak of fighting in their city on June 5.

The refugees fled the Congolese capital to escape bloody clashes= betweengovernment troops backing President
Pascal Lissouba and Cobra= militiamen ofhis predecessor, Denis Sassou Nguesso.

According to Nkuyi Sisi, an official at the Kinshasa office of theInternational Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC) the refugees are= grouped in35 families.

He said, however, that more than 300 other unregistered Congolese= refugeeswere believed to be in Kinshasa's
hotels or private houses.

Nkuyi said the ICRC was only providing assistance to registered= refugees,who were being supplied with food,
clothing and health care.

Fighting broke out in Brazzaville about a month ago when government= troopssought to disarm Sassou-
Nguesso's militiamen ahead of general= elections,which were originally scheduled to take place on July 27.
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Zambia To Train Kabila's Soldiers

July 3, 1997

LUSAKA, Zambia (PANA) - Zambia will soon start training military and= policepersonnel
from neighbouring Democratic Republic of Congo (former= Zaire),according to press reports
Thursday.

Local newspapers quoted Zambia's home affairs minister, Chitalu Sampa,= assaying that the
exercise will start as soon as all necessary logistics= havebeen put in place.

The minister did not indicate how many personnel will be trained.

Zambia in the past trained security personnel of former liberationmovements from Angola,
Mozambique, Namibia, South Africa and Zimbabwe.
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WFP To Increase Emergency Aid In Burundi

Ferdinand Bigumandondera, PANA Correspondent

BUJUMBURA, Burundi (PANA) - The World Food Programme (WFP), whichterminated
assistance to secondary schools in Burundi this year, isexpected to increase almost four-fold
the volume of its aid todisaster-stricken populations in the country.

The agency's head office in Bujumbura said the recipient communities= arelocated in the
northern, north-eastern and central parts of Burundi.

Addressing a press conference Wednesday in Bujumbura, the Director of= theWFP office in
Burundi, Jean-Luc Siblot, said the agency will be= increasingthe quantity of food distributed
each month in the country from 1,000= to3,500 tons, now that the conditions are favourable.

He said that several constraints, including the embargo on Burundi by= itsneighbours made it
impossible for WFP to meet adequately the needs of= thedisadvantaged populations.

Siblot said every week, some 400 tons of food arrive from Kigoma port,= onLake Tanganyika,
ever since the neighbouring countries decided in= mid-Aprilto ease the sanctions.

The WFP official deplored the fact that thousands of disaster-strickenpersons are located in
zones that are difficult to reach because ofinsecurity, particularly in the northwestern
provinces of Cibitoke andBubanza.

To receive emergency aid from WFP, the population is obliged to swarm= outalong the
highways, Siblot said.

Commenting on WFP's priorities for 1997, Siblot said that they includedprovision of services
to meet the nutritional needs of the population.

Malnutrition among children under five years of age has been aggravated= inrecent years in
several provinces of Burundi. He deplored the fact that= notmany organizations are prepared
to offer solutions to the deterioratingnutritional standards, especially among children in the
country .



However, WFP is planning to re-open its office in central Burundi which= wasclosed down in
1995 due to insecurity and to develop its food for workprogrammes along with the return
parcel Programme for displaced personswilling to return to their villages.

The World Food Programme has been operating in Burundi since 1970.= Until1993, it used to
be the sole organization that provided food aid toboarding secondary schools.
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Kofi Annan Appoints Special Rep For Zaire

UNITED NATIONS (PANA) - United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan onMonday
appointed Robert Kinloch of theU.K. as his special representativefor the Democratic
Republic of Congo.

UN spokesman Fred Eckhard said that the appointment takes immediate effect.

Until his appointment, Kinloch served as the director, office of humanresources at the UN
Development Programme (UNDP) headquarters in New York.

The 59-year-old appointee has previously served in Kinshasa as UNDPResident
Representative/Resident Coordinator, from 1984 to 1987.

Kinloch, who will be responsible for all UN activities in the former Zaire,was also resident
representative in Cape Verde(1981 to 1984), and the UN's acting humanitarian coordinator in
Somaliaduring the incident-rocked Operation Restore Hope.

The UN also has a Special Representative for the troubled Great Lakesregion, which includes
the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Burundi andRwanda.

The Great Lakes Special Representative, Mohamed Sahnoun, is currentlytrying to bring about
a lasting ceasefire in Brazzavile, capital of Congo,where on-and-off has been going on since
June 5.
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Burundi Insists Need For Tribunal

Segun Adeyemi, PANA Correspondent

UNITED NATIONS (PANA) - Burundi has renewed its call for the establishmentof an
international tribunal to tryperpetrators of genocide in the central African country.

Burundi's foreign minister, Luc Rukingama, told correspondents in New Yorkon Tuesday that
such a tribunal would help putan end to the culture of impunity in the country, where
150,000 people havebeen killed since 1993.

The high death rate is the result of ongoing fighting between themainly-Tutsi Burundi military
and Hutu-led rebels which started after theassassination of President Melkior Ndadaye, a
Hutu on Oct. 21,1993.

An international commission of inquiry sent to Burundi last year confirmedthat acts of
genocide had been committed in thecountry. The majority Hutu and the Tutsi minority have
been mutuallyaccusig each other of committing the massacres.

The minister explained that the tribunal would also help in building aviable base for the current
peace process in the country.

The government of Burundi makes an urgent appeal for the creation of theinternational
tribunal for Burundi, Rukingama said, a day after meetingwith UN Secretary-General Kofi
Annan.

He (Annan) agreed that the issue was open and that the Security Councilwill be tackling (it),
the minister said.

Rukingama said that he also used his meeting with the Secretary-General toappeal to the
international community to assistBurundi in its peace process.

One of the main objectives that the transitional government is committed toachieving...is to set
up a strong basis for lastingpeace through the implementation of a peace process sustained by
dialogue,he said.

The minister said that the process, which includes a national debate and apolitical dialogue,
was open to all groups in thecountry, including the armed groups which have clashed



incessantly with themilitary for four years.

Asked what role he expected the Organization of African Unity (OAU) to playin the peace
procress, Rukingama said theregional body should support the idea of lifting the economic
sanctionsimposed on the country last year.

The sanctions were imposed by Burundi's neighbours following the Tutsi-ledmilitary coup
that toppled the government offormer Hutu President Sylvestre Ntibantunganya on July 25,
1996.

The economic blockade...has been a great hindrance to the first stages ofthe peace process, the
minister said.

Rukingama also appealed to the OAU to help in improving the bilateralrelations between
Burundi and Tanzania, which heaccused of harbouring a coalition of Burundi armed gangs.

The minister is expected to travel to Washington for bilateral discussionswith U.S officials to
convince the Clintonadministration to resume active cooperation with Burundi .

Copyright © 1997 Panafrican News Agency. All Rights Reserved.

Material may not be redistributed, posted to any other location, publishedor used for
broadcast without written authorization from the PanafricanNews Agency. B.P. 4056, Dakar,
Senegal.Tel: (221) 24-13-95 | Fax: (221) 24-13-90 | E-mail:quoiset@sonatel.senet.net



Source: Pan African News Agency (PANA)

Date: 18 Jul 1997

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Refugees To Be Removed From Uganda, Congo Border

For educational use only:

KAMPALA, Uganda (PANA) - The authorities in the Democratic Republic ofCongo have
ordered tens of thousands of Ugandan refugees camped across theborder to either return to
Uganda or be shifted to refugee camps 70 kminside Congo, according to press reports on
Friday.

Aid agencies operating in the war-wracked district of Bundibugyo, southwestern Uganda, are
now warning of an impendinghumanitarian crisis as a result.

The independent daily, The Monitor, quoting Scott Myhre of World HarvestMission, an
American NGO working in Bundibugyo, as saying Ugandan refugeesnumbering upto 35,000,
who were sheltered at Kamango, have been told toshift to other refugee centres further inside
Congo or return home.

Ugandan rebels, belonging to the Allied Democratic Forces, mid-June invadedthe border
district of Bundibugyo forcing many people to flee to Congo,(formerly Zaire). It is believed
that the rebels are now wooing therefugees to join their ranks.

The situation looks pretty bleak. People have been displaced, theirproperty looted by thieves
and before the outbreak of hostilities the areahad a long period without rains. The most
immediate needs are food andshelter, Myhre said.

The charge d'affaires of the Congolese embassy in Kampala, however, deniedany knowledge
about the impending move against the refugees.

I am not aware of any directive from my government for Ugandan refugees tobe moved further
inland, Bwana Muzuli Friday told PANA.

Myhre mission said all the refugee centres in Congo are already overcrowdedand it is
dangerous to move additional people into them.

He said that according to their information, most of the Ugandan refugeesare reluctant to go to
the camps and have started returning home.
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Kinshasa Summit Strengthens Kabila

Elliot Mahende, PANA Correspondent

KINSHASA, Zimbabwe (PANA) - The African summit in Kinshasa on Sundayappeared to
strengthen President Laurent kabila in the face of persistentcriticism from the United Nations,
France and Belgium over allegedmassacres of refugees, a simmering insurgency and dissent
among sections ofthe population in the capital.

In a joint-communique at the end of the four-hour meeting called by thecurrent OAU
chairman, Zimbabwe's President RobertMugabe, the leaders clearly expressed their support
for Kabila's two-monthold revolutionary regime in the renamed Democratic Republic of the
Congo,formerly Zaire.

The leaders of Zimbabwe, Zambia, Uganda, Rwanda, Namibia, Mozambique, Gabon(Vice
president), Ethiopia, Eritrea and the Central African Republicwelcomed the political changes
in the DRC after a liberation strugglesupported by the Congolese people .

France and Belgium, former colonial powers in the region, backed dictatorMobutu Sese Seko
in the face of the revolt and do not accept Kabila as aliberator.

Part of the joint communique read: The heads of state and government notedwith dismay the
persistent and unsubstantiated disinformation campaignagainst the Democratic Republic of
Congo and other countries in the region.

They viewed this as an attempt to undermine the leadership in the DRC.They, therefore,
condemned this campaign of vilification and theunjustified pressures that are being exerted on
the DRC.

United Nations Secretary-General, Kofi Annan, has persistently criticisedKabila's troops for
alleged atrocities against Rwandan hutu refugees duringthe seven-month military campaign
from the East to West of the vast countrythat resulted in the ouster of Mobutu.

The leaders endorsed Kabila's tough conditions for a UN team to enter theDRC and inspect
suspected mass graves, including a demand that theinvestigations go back to 1993 when
Rwandan soldiers of the ousted Hutugovernment and the Interahamwe militia committed
genocide against the Tutsiminority.



While the UN, France and Belgium still talk of Rwandan Hutu refugees in theDRC, the
African leaders meeting at the imposing parliament building incentral Kinshasa expressed
appreciation at the total repatriation of thefew remaining refugees who were scattered in
various parts of the DRC .

Kabila's government insists there is no longer a problem of Rwandan Huturefugees but the
insecurity caused by elements of the defeated formerZairean army, the former Rwandan
soldiers and the Interahamwe militia whoare now being sponsored by western governments to
destabilise the DRCc,Rwanda and Uganda.

The question of human rights is only a pretext for them to enter the regionand destabilise it.
They are not happy with the leadership in thesecountries, said Raphael Ghenda, the DRC
minister of information, arts andculture in an interview with Ziana.

Without being explicit, the African leaders appeared determined to providemilitary support
for kabila's soldiers to deal with the insurgencyparticularly in the areas bordering Uganda and
Rwanda.

In more explicit terms the leaders pledged financial and material supportwithout any strings
attached to overcome urgentchallenges.

They also appealed to the international community to help kabila establishsound
administration and undertake economic recovery, rehabilitation andreconstruction of the
country.

The leaders' reaffirmation of their full support and confidence inPresident Kabila was seen to
be targeted at maverick politician andopposition leader, Etienne Tshisekedi, who has refused
to recognise the newregime in Kinshasa and sent his supporters on the dusty streets to
denounceKabila.

These are clear signals to those who oppose Kabila. If they look around theregion, there is no
sympathy for them, one diplomat said.
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Burundian Government Denies Amnesty's Accusations

BUJUMBURA, Burundi (PANA) - Burundi denied Monday, what it said was thelatest
report by Amnesty International condemning human rights violationsand the forcible
encampment of Burundi citizens, the foreign minister saidin Bujumbura.

The ministry accused the human rights watchdog of playing a political gameby trying to
deride all the measures the government had taken to protectthe public.

The United Nations Department of Humanitarian Affairs estimates that257,000 peasants
from Burundi's Hutu majority ethnic group have been placedin camps, which the government
says are meant to protect the ruralpopulation from rebel attacks.

In its statement, the ministry denied that the government had forced thepopulation into these
facilities, saying people went there voluntarily fortheir safety.

The department said that if all Burundian ethnic groups are taken intoaccount, then there were
some 574,000 people in 250 camps across thecountry.

The Burundian Ministry for Resettlement and Reintegration of DisplacedPeople and
Returnees said the four-year old civil war has led to massacres,the displacement of nearly
480,000 people inside the country and some400,000 outside Burundi.

The ministry added that some 170 million U.S. dollars were needed torestore public and
private property destroyed during the civil war, whichstarted after the assassination in
October 1993 of thedemocratically-elected Hutu President, Melchior Ndadaye.
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Rwanda, Uganda And Congo To Step-Up Cooperation

KINSHASA, Congo (PANA) - The leaders of the Democratic Republic of Congo,Rwanda and
Uganda have decided on joint projects as a way of strengtheningtheir trilateral cooperation.

In a joint communique issued in Kinshasa at the end of a three-day summitwhich began Aug.
11, President Laurent DesireKabila, Pasteur Bizimungu and Yoweri Museveni called for the
immediatedevelopment of a road repair programme covering 1,636 kilometres of
commonhighway.

The three neighbouring countries also decided to jointly explore methanegas and oil.

The leaders pledged to cooperate more in the sectors of trade andinvestments within the
Common Market of Eastern andSouthern Africa (Comesa).

Other joint projects envisaged are in the sectors of transport andcommunications, health,
tourism, scientific research and theenvironment.

To further boost their diplomatic relations, the three countries decided tocreate consulates and
to revive their joint cooperation commissions.
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UN Dithers On Deployment Of Peace Mission In Congo

Segun Adeyemi, PANA Correspondent

UNITED NATIONS, New York (PANA) - The UN Security Council has said that itwill not
deploy a much-awaited peacekeeping force to the Congo unless theconditions set for the
deployment are met.

The conditions, set by Secretary-General Kofi Annan, are complete adherenceto an agreed and
viable ceasefire, agreement to the international controlof Brazzaville airport and a clear
commitment to a negotiated settlement tothe crisis in the country.

The Security Council is of the view that, despite some positive politicaldevelopments, these
conditions have not yet been fulfilled and calls uponthe parties to fulfil them without delay,
the council said in a statementWednesday.

The council intends to take a decision on this matter once thesecretary-general has submitted a
report to it on the question of thefulfilment of these conditions and containing
recommendations on further UNinvolvement in the Republic of Congo, it added.

On June 5, fighting broke out between forces loyal to President PascalLissouba and the
private militias of his immediatepredecessor, Gen. Denis Sassou Nguesso.

The fighting has resulted in widespread loss of life, displacement of thepopulation and severe
humanitarian problems.

Several countries, most of them from Africa, have indicated theirwillingness to participate in
any force to be sent to Brazzaville.

The Council expressed its grave concern at the recent recurrence infighting in Brazzaville and
urged the parties to the conflict to stop allacts of violence and to respect the ceasefire
agreement signed on July 13.
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Museveni Describes Kabila As Afro-Centric

Moses Draku, PANA Correspondent

KAMPALA, Uganda (PANA) - Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni has describedhis
counterpart Laurent Kabila of theDemocratic Republic of Congo as being Afro-centric because
he consults usAfricans .

Museveni said this in Kampala Thursday at a news conference on his returnfrom a three day
visit to the former Zaire, where he and President PasteurBizimungu of Rwanda held a summit
with Kabila.

This was Museveni's third visit to Congo since Kabila took over power afterhis Alliance of
Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Congo (Zaire)toppled President Mobutu Sese Seko in
May.

I like the orientation of Kabila because if things are going bad, we alwaysput our heads
together to find solutions, Museveni said in reply to aremark by a jornalist that Kabila was
having problems in administeringAfrica's third largest country.

I don't know who Mobutu consulted. If there are problems in Congo, theywill be solved
because if we work together the problems will be solved, hesaid.

The Ugandan leader said the notion of dividing the people of Africa intofrancophone and
anglophone should be resisted because we are afrophone .

On the consultations earlier this week between President Nelson Mandela ofSouth Africa and
Gen. Omar el Bashir of Sudan, Museveni said no effortshould be spared to bring peace in the
Sudan.

He said he had no problem with Bashir enlisting Mandela in the peace makingprocess. Bashir
announced at a news conference in Maputo on Wednesday thata sub-regional ministerial
meeting is to be held in Kenya next Tuesday toprepare the ground for face to face talks
between him and the leader of theSudan People's Liberation Army (Spla), which has been
fighting for autonomyin Southern Sudan since 1983.

Museveni rubbished claims by armed opposition groups against his governmentthat they are
regrouping to topple him, saying the rebels have no chance.



The problem in northern Uganda had all the support from Sudan government.We crushed it
completely. They can regroup but they will meet the samefate, Museveni said.

He blamed some weaknesses on his army in solving problems of insurgency inthe country,
saying that he has been meeting army commanders and theproblems will be ironed out.
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Nyerere Supports Continued Sanctions On Burundi

KINSHASA, Congo (PANA) - Former Tanzanian President Julius Nyerere hascalled for the
maintenance of the sanctions imposed on Burundi by CentralAfrican States, saying no
progress has been achieved in the country'spolitical process.

As far as I know, both the Parliament and political parties are banned inBurundi, Nyerere said
at a press conference on Tuesday in Kinshasa.

Nyerere, who just concluded a week-long visit to Congo-Kinshasa, describedthe Burundian
authorities' proclamation on political activities in the country as sheer propaganda .

He, however, agreed that the sanctions imposed on Burundi have also had detrimental effects
on its neighbours. Congo is suffering the effect of the sanctions and Tanzania is deprived of
some two million U.S. dollars daily because of the sanctions, Nyerere added.

He maintained that as a member of the sub-region, Congo has to join in the embargo.

It would be regrettable if Congolese authorities used the reconstruction oftheir country as a
pretext to flout the sanctions, Nyerere said.

In an allusion to the proposals made at the recent Summit in Kampala toward lifting the
sanctions, Nyerere stressed that Burundi had not resolved the issues that  rompted its
neighbours to impose the sanctions in the first place.
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Deputy UN Secretary General To Visit Burundi

BUJUMBURA, Burundi (PANA) - The Deputy Secretary General of the UnitedNations in
charge of African Affairs, Yasushi Kashi, is expected inBujumbura on Sunday for a three-day
working visit to Burundi, the country'sradio announced.

According to the announcement, Kashi will meet with members of theBurundian government
as well as representatives of UN Agencies and NonGovernmental Organizations in Burundi.

He will also visit camps for people displaced by war in the Provinces ofNgozi and Kayanza
(Northern Burundi).

Yasushi Kashi is visiting Burundi after the UN Security Council's rejectionof Burundi's
request for the establishment of an international criminalcourt to try the persons responsible
for the genocide perpetrated in thecountry some three years ago.

The UN official will leave Bujumbura on Tuesday for Kigali, Rwanda.
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OAU Urges Burundians To Attend All-Party Negotiations

Ghion Hagos, PANA Correspondent

ADDIS ABABA, Ethiopia (PANA) - The OAU has appealed to all Burundians toattend and
participate actively in an all-party negotiations on theircountry in Arusha, Tanzania.

The appeal was made here Friday by the OAU organ in charge of conflictresolution during its
meeting at ambassadorial level.

The meeting made the appeal after it was announced in Arusha, venue of thetalks in Tanzania,
that the meeting which was billed to commence Monday hadbeen postponed.

OAU sources in Addis Ababa told PANA that fresh consultations are nowunderway
involving Secretary-General Salim Ahmed Salim and former Tanzanianpresident Julius
Nyerere, the facilitator of the Burundi peace talks, forthe convening of the peace negotiations
in Arusha as early as possible.

The Central Organ wishes to emphasize that there is no alternative todialogue, if a political
solution based on reconciliation, democracy andsecurity for all is to take place among the
different groups in Burundi,the OAU said in a statement released after the meeting.

It further made an urgent appeal to all concerned in the Burundi conflictto end violence and
commit themselves seriously to the negotiation process.

It also commended Nyerere for his efforts at negotiated peace in Burundiand urged him to
continue to vigorously pursue efforts aimed atfacilitating a political and negotiated settlement
of the crisis inBurundi.
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UN Investigation Team Arrives In Kinshasa

KINSHASA, Congo (PANA) - A UN mission has arrived in Kinshasa to probe thealleged
massacre of thousands ofRwandan refugees in the eastern part of the Demoratic Republic of
Congo(former Zaire).

Diplomatic sources in Kinshasa said Monday the 23-man delegation, whicharrived on Sunday,
will exhume bodies on sitesalready identified and hold talks and interviews with potential
witnessesof the massacres.

The Congolese foreign minister, Bizima Karaha, said at a press conferenceon Saturday that the
UN inquiry into the massacres in Eastern Congo isexpected to shed light on all the human
rights abuses committed since 1993by previous governments in Congo and Rwanda.

He said the mission would also have to clear the issue of refugees whoallegedly perpetrated
genocide.

The minister added that the UN investigators would try to find out whoarmed people, whom
the international communityconsider to be refugees, to massacre their Congolese compatriots.

Humanitarian organizations reported the massacre of thousands of Rwandanrefugees in
Eastern Zaire in May, at the heat of a long confrontationbetween the former Zairean Armed
Forces and troops of Laurent-DesireKabila's Alliance of Democratic Forces for the Liberation
of Congo.
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Burundi Explains Reasons For Boycotting Arusha Talks

BUJUMBURA, Burundi (PANA) - The Burundi government said here Wednesday thatits
delegation did not travel to Arusha for negotiations with its opponentsbecause there were no
preliminary consultations and the host country'shostile attitude.

Only the Hutu-dominated opposition turned up at Arusha, northern Tanzania,for an all-party
Burundi conference convened by the former TanzanianPresident Julius Nyerere.

In an official statement to PANA in Bujumbura, the ministry of foreignaffairs and cooperation
said the government intends to consult neighbouringcountries and other members of the
international community to find ways ofremoving the obstacles to the Arusha talks.

Meanwhile, the statement denied that Burundi had plans to attack Tanzania.The situation on
the two countries' common border has remained tense forseveral days now with Dar es Salaam
claiming Bujumbura had amassed troopsready to attack camps inhabited by Hutus refugees in
its territory.

Among Bujumbura's complaints against its neighbour is the occupation of theBurundi
embassy by Hutu rebels and the presence of rebels along the commonborder.

Burundi is also unhappy with Tanzania's stance to maintain the sanctionswhich have been in
force since September 1996, against the military regimeof Maj. Piere Buyoya, who seized
power on July 25 last year.
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Burundian Refugees Fleeing War Arrive In Mozambique

LICHINGA (MOZAMBIQUE), (PANA) - Mozambican immigration officials saidTuesday
that 85 Burundians, fleeing conflict in their country had soughtrefuge in the northernmost
Mozambican province of Niassa.

A spokesman for the immigration authorities in the provincial capital,Lichinga, told the
Mozambican news agency, Aim, Tuesday that the refugeeshad reached Mozambique through
Tanzania and Malawi.

Citing the refugees the immigration spokesman, Salimo Mohamed, said neitherTanzania nor
Malawi were willing to harbour the refugees.

Refugees coming through Tanzania cross the Rovuma River into Niasa's SangaDistrict.
Refugees who choose the Malawi route take boats across LakeNiassa to Lago district.

Mohamed said that neither Tanzania nor Malawi offered security to therefugees. He said that
the refugees likely came to Mozambique because theyfeared deportation by Tanzania.

Lichinga immigration officials said they were making efforts to send theBurundians on to the
Mozambican capital, Maputo, where their claims torefugee status could be properly
investigated. All refugees enteringMozambique must be sent to the capital. There is an
accommodation centrefor refugees at Massaca, about 30 kilometres west of Maputo.

The conditions in which the Burundians are living are very poor: They aresleeping in the back
yard of the Lichinga immigration building, in premiseswhich should house at most 10 people.
Officials fear the overcrowding willlead to serious health problems, particularly among the
children.

The government said they expected more arrivals. Those already inMozambique are receiving
help form the government's relief agency, theD.P.C.N.N. and from the Roman Catholic
Church charity, Caritas.

Last week Caritas provided the Burundians with 120 blankets, ten boxes ofsoap, four sacks of
beans and an unspecified quantity of maize flour.
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Tanzania Repatriates 600 Congolese Refugees

DAR ES SALAAM, Tanzania (PANA) - The first batch of some 600 refugees fromthe
Democratic Republic of Congo has been repatriated from the LakeTanganyika port of Kigoma
in Western Tanzania.

An official charged with repatriation, Joseph Mkiza, said the refugees weretransported
Monday aboard a Tanzania Railways Corporation owned ship, theMV Liemba.

The refugees had fled the former Zaire to escape an uprising in whichrebels ousted President
Mobutu Sese Seko in aseven-month war.

Mkiza said only small numbers of refugees could be transported Mondaybecause of
insufficient vessels. Most of the refugees live near the border.The refugees will disembark at
Kalemie Port on the Congolese side of thelake.

The repatriation was endorsed August in an agreement between thegovernments of Tanzania,
Congo and the local mission of the United NationsHigh Commissioner for Refugees.

At last count, a total of 74,029 refugees from Congo were in the Kigomaregion.

Some of the returnees said they were happy to return home and that they hadchanged their
earlier opposition to LaurentKabila, the current president of Congo.

I fought against Mr. Kabila but it was due to baseless propaganda. Theytold us that he was an
espionage agent implanted by foreign countries, saidLt. Makamo Mulolewa, a former officer
in the defeated Zaire army.

He made the remarks before boarding the Liemba for home.
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President Buyoya Visits Kinshasa

BUJUMBURA, Burundi (PANA) - Burundi's military ruler Maj. Pierre Buyoyaleft
Bujumbura Sunday on a day-long official visit to the DemocraticRepublic of Congo (DRC).

His visit to the former Zaire comes two days after a similar trip to Ugandawhere he was
briefed on the decisions of asub-regional Summit on the Burundian crisis, which was held in
Dar esSalaam, Tanzania from Sept. 3-4.

The summit asked Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni to inform Buyoya of itsconclusions.
Buyoya was not invited to themeeting.

The Dar es Salaam meeting decided to maintain the economic sanctionsimposed in August
1996 on Burundi by its neighbours to press for therestoration of constitutionality, which was
disrupted byr the militaryputsch of July 25, 1996 that toppled President Sylvestre
Ntibantuganya andhis democratically elected government.

The sanctions were deplored by the government in Bujumbura which, in astatement,
reaffirmed its will to restore peace through negotiationsinvolving all the parties in conflict.

The ethnic conflict was sparked by the assassination of Hutu President,Melchior Ndadaye, in
an attempted coup by elements of the Tutsi dominatedBurundi army on Oct. 21, 1993.

The authorities in Bujumbura accused Tanzania of not being impartial andproposed that the
date of negotiations berescheduled for Sept. 29 in a neutral country, such as Ethiopia.

However, this suggestion was rejected by the summit which insisted thefuture talks should be
held in the northern Tanzaniantown of Arusha on a date to be announced later.

The DRC was among eastern and central African states that imposed economicsanctions
against Burundi shortly afterBuyoya's take over, a few months after his electoral defeat in
multipartypolls.

In June this year, the new authorities of Kinshasa decided to re-open itsland and lake borders
with Burundi and resumebilateral co-operation.
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40 Burundians For UNESCO Peace Conference

BUJUMBURA, Burundi (PANA) - At least Burundian personalities from allethnic groups
have left Bujumbura for Paris for yet another conference onways to restore peace in their civil
war-ruined nation.

The meeting, scheduled for Sept. 26-28 is being organised by the UnitedNations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization (Unesco), whichruns a culture of peace project in
Burundi.

The forthcoming forum was originally to be held from June 30 to July 2 inSwitzerland on the
theme: Building Peace In Burundi .

However, the venue was changed after the European country refused to issuevisas to certain
blacklisted members of the military government inBujumbura for unspecified reasons.

Burundian minister of institutional reforms and human rights, who alsocoordinates affairs
between the government and parliament, EugeneNindarera, said the gathering was an effort to
help Burundians bridge theethnic divide .

People from Burundi's ethnic Hutu majority have been fighting the minorityTutsi ethnic group
since October 1993 when the democratically-electedPresident Melchior Ndadaye, a Hutu, was
assassinated by Tutsi soldiers.

An estimated 150,000 have been killed in the mayhem.

According to Nindarera the departure Sunday for Kigali, Rwanda, in the samebus of about
thirty Hutu and Tutsi delegates on the way to Paris, as a goodomen for the meeting.

The minister said although the government does not expect anythingspectacular from the
meeting in Paris, it could provide a launching pad forfuture inter-Burundi negotiations.

The UNESCO initiative for peace in Burundi is not appreciated by the Unityfor National
Progress (UPRONA), the party whose members are mainly from theminority Tutsi ethnic
group.



UPRONA chairman Charles Mukasi, told UNESCO Director-General Federico Mayorthat
the only wortwhile initiative will be one promoted by personalitiesand organisations who
have the courage the condemn the genocidalorganisations in Burundi .
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UN Team Determined to Investigate Alleged Killings in Congo

Rigobert Munkeni-Lapess, PANA Correspondent

KINSHASA, Congo (PANA) - A United Nations official in the team charged withprobing
alleged massacres in eastern Congo says it is determined to carryout its work, despite the
differences with the government over the sites itwants to visit and the time periods being
investigated.

We are condemned to continue efforts to unblock the situation, because theU.N. secretary-
general is aware of the consequences which may emerge from afailure of the mission and a
withdrawal of the commission, Jose Diaz, theofficial, said.

I also think that the Congolese government is aware of the situation,because it has never told
us to leave the country, added Diaz, who is theteam's spokesman.

Sharp differences have surfaced between the U.N. and the government ofLaurent Kabili over
where and what time period to investigate.

The U.N. says its mandate is to investigate any sites it wants within theDemocratic Republic
of Congo and for the periods 1993 through 1997.However, the government has said the
probes should be conducted only ineastern Congo, where the insurgency that overthrew
Mobutu Sese Seko began,and over the periods 1993 to May 17 1997, when Kabila's forces
entered theCongolese capital, Kinshaha.

The commission has been in Kinshasa since Aug. 29 and has been unable tobegin its work
because of the differences it has with Kabila's government.

The investigations have been called out of fear that Kabila's forces mighthave massacred
fleeing Rwandan Hutu refugees, as they advanced westward tocapture the capital.

Last week the commission said it wanted to go to Mbandaka, in thenorth-east part of the
country to conduct inquiries but the governmentrefused.

Despite these differences, hope remains that the commission might begin itswork.

Diaz said that the Kabila government gave assurances to United StatesPermanent U.N.
Representative Bill Richardson that the commission would beallowed to begin its work.



He said that the U.N. secretary-general, Kofi Annan, wanted the governmentto understand
that the U.N. had a mission to help the country find a wayout of the crisis and start
reconstruction, with the help of its partnersfrom the North.

But these partners, mainly Western nations, are demanding an investigationto the killings be
carried out before aid can flow.

It is rather a sign of wisdom and the government should not leave anylingering doubt on
alleged massacres of refugees in Congo , Diaz said.
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Rwanda Genocide Tribunal Gets New Trial Chamber

Frank Kilimba, PANA Correspondent

DAR ES SALAAM, Tanzania (PANA) - A second trial chamber for theInternational Criminal
Tribunal for Rwanda becomes operational Monday= atthe court's headquarters in Arusha,
northern Tanzania, an official= said.

The tribunal's assistant registrar, Agwu Okali, said the facility wouldenable the tribunal to
speed up cases and meet the expectations of theinternational community.

Rendering justice in a proper and fair manner requires that accused= personsare tried without
undue delay, Okali told the Tanzania news agency,Shihata, in Dar Es Salaam.

At the tribunal's request, 21 suspects are detained in Arusha, one= personin United States and
two in Cameroon.

In coming months both courtrooms will be equipped with appropriateaudio-visual recording
and transmission facilities for the hearings.

The administration of justice will be greatly enhanced and= communicationprofessionals
facilitated, Okali said.

Renovation and alteration of the premises of the Arusha trials= envisagesthe provision of an
equipped newsroom for journalists.

It should be possible for the tribunal and for the media, given theseimproved working
condition, to successfully pursue our common quest fortruth, justice and peace, he said.
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Kabila Says He Will Not Bow to Western Smear Campaign

Mildred MUlenga, PANA Correspondent

LUSAKA, Zambia (PANA) - President Laurent Desire Kabila of the= DemocraticRepublic of
Congo said here Monday that his government would not bow topressure by some Western
countries which he claimed were harassing hiscountry ondemocratic governance.

Kabila spoke shortly before he went into closed door talks with Zambianpresident Frederick
Chiluba at State House in Lusaka.

He appealed to Zambia to help his country beat of the smear campaign= fromWestern forces
and donors.

We have problems with the Western donors who are harassing us. But I= wantto assure you
that I will fight this to maintaindignity in Congo. I am appealing to you Mr President
(Chiluba) to help= usfight these external forces to preserve the dignity ofCongo and Africa,
Kabila said.

He said that he had made it clear to the United Nations and other= foreigncountries that he
will continue to reject the pressurefrom the Western donors whom he said were dictating to
him on= democracy.

Development of any country or democracy cannot be achieved quickly. It= willbe difficult for
me to jump into the democraticprocess simply because we are being pushed by the outside
forces,= Kabilasaid.

He condemned the Western donors for trying to dictate to him in the fewmonths he has been
in office, saying that they hadfailed to condemn the dictatorial regime of former President
Mobutu= SeseSeko.

He commended Chiluba and the people of Zambia for the support they= renderedto him
during the fight against Mobutu.

Kabila, who assumed power in May after= Mubutu fled the country, following aseven-month
military offensive,= arrived hereMonday, on a three-day official visit.

He has been under pressure, particularly from the United States= governmentto institute



democratic reform and allow multiparty polls. Kabila hasbanned opposition rallies and
promised to hold general elections in twoyears.

He also accused the United Nations observers sent to verify alleged= humanrights abuses of
making false reports not based on the spot= investigations.

Chiluba in earlier remarks advised Kabila to take time in democratizing= hiscountry, saying
that the world should not set the time frame for= democracybut he must move as the situation
dictates in Congo.

Chiluba said the foreign countries should be fair to Kabila and give= himtime to stabilise the
country.

The world wants you to run before you can even crawl. You must go stage= bystage until you
are able to run. I am mindful ofthe big task before you. Zambia is willing to cooperate with
you= because Iknow that you have the political will and you willsucceed, he said.

Kabila is accompanied by the ministers of economy, Victor Mpoyo, of= postand
telecommunication, Kinkela Vinkasy, oftransport and communication, Sankany Mova, of
planning, Babi Mbayi, ofhealth, Jean-Baptiste Sondji and of justice, Celestin Luangi.
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Burundian Rivals Return Home With Little Optimism For Peace

George Ola-Davies, PANA Correspondent

PARIS (PANA) - Burundians who attended a three-day peace meeting= organisedby Unesco
left Paris Sunday with very little conviction of a quick end= tothe fighting that has plagued
their ethnically and politically= splinteredcountry.

None of us changed our positions here, Mamert Finarinzi, a member of= therebel National
Council for the Defence of Democracy, said.

Burundians from this armed Hutu's National Council, the government;political parties such as
Frodebu, Uprona and Parena from within and= out ofthe country debated these divisions and
the country's future, in thepresence of outside observers.

Some of these 30 observers included representatives from the= Organizationof African Unity
and nongovernmental bodies. Prominent among them were= theUnited States and European
Special Envoys, Howard Wolpe and Aldo= Ajello,Canadian Roving Ambassador to Central
Africa Marc Lomieux, and arepresentative of Italy's St. Egidio Community.

Burundians debated questions on the pluralism of ideas, cultures andethnicity that should be
allowed to express themselves within a= democraticconstitutional framework to ensure the
security and participation of= allcitizens in the management of public affairs.

It is important, they said, that for these factors to be ensured; theremust first be freedom of
information, security and diverse rights andliberty for all.

Burundians agreed they should preserve their nation but said that thiscould be possible only if
everyone participated actively in the forming= ademocratic system adapted to conditions in
the country.

The government delegation said they were dismayed that nothing wasmentioned in the final
communique about the root cause of genocide inBurundi.

However the Unesco assistant director-general of the directorate,= DanielJanicot, said that the
communique was an abridged version.

The debates that took place here, he told his audience will be collated= ina report to be



presented to each participant.

Despite the pessimism expressed by Burundians, Unesco presented a= glowingpicture of the
meeting held at its= headquarters.

Janicot said the purpose of the meeting was to establish a platform fordialogue and
negotiation, not to find a concrete solution to Burundi'sproblems.

Janicot, who stood in for Unesco Director-General Frederico Mayor, said= themeeting
allowed everyone to speak with absolute frankness which washitherto unheard of.

Supporting this view, the government delegation led by Cooperation= MinisterLeonidas
Havyarimana said the Paris meeting was a step in the rightdirection although Burundians were
far from achieving peace.

This position was buttressed by the United Nations special envoy in theGreat Lakes region,
Mohammed Sahnoun. Although he lauded the talks, he= saidthere remained many factors to
be considered, such as poverty, before= peacecould return to Burundi.

The three-day meeting attracted some 70 Burundians and was chaired by= theformer Malian
head of state, Amadou Toumani Toure, who expressed= cautiousoptimism about the future of
the country.

I think peace will return to that country but after a long time, he= said.
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Kinshasa Shelling Forces Kabila To Cut Short Zambian Visit

Mildred Mulenga, PANA Correspondent

LUSAKA, Zambia (PANA) - The President of the Democratic Republic of= Congo,Laurent
Kabila, cut short his= three-day visit to Zambia and returnedTuesday to Kinshasa, capital of
the= Democratic Republic of Congo, followingshelling there in which 17 people were reported
killed.

He told journalists at Lusaka's International Airport Tuesday, a day= afterhis arrival in the
city, that he was rushing home to take charge of thesituation. Monday's shelling is believed to
have been carried out bysoldiers of former President Mobutu Sese Seko's so called
elitePresidential Guard. They shelled Kinshasa from Brazzaville, capital of= thesmaller
neighbouring Congo.

Kabila first announced the incident late Monday at a state dinner= hostedfor him by President
Frederick Chiluba in Lusaka, the Zambian capital.

When we contacted Congo-Brazzaville to find out who were attacking us,= wewere told that
it was the former presidential elite guards of Mobutu= SeseSeko, Kabila said.

He charged that Mobutu's soldiers, whom Kabila's forces routed after aseven-month guerrilla
campaign, fled to neighbouring countries andregrouped in an effort to regain power.

Kabila, who cited no country by name, said that the soldiers were inneighbouring southern
African countries and that their aim was todestabilise his government. He said he would try to
meet the threat bynegotiating with the governments shielding Mobutu's soldiers.

Kabila also asked United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan to recall= hisU.N.
commission sent to investigate alleged massacres of Rwandan Huturefugees during Kabila's
seven-month campaign war to unseat Mobutu.

I am requesting Kofi Annan to vacate, immediately, his team from mycountry, he said. His
people are sending false reports from hotel rooms= andhave failed to go to the places where
the massacres are alleged to havetaken place.

Kabila added: In the 1960s Congo suffered from the manipulation of the= U.N.but it will be
irresponsible of me to bring Congo to its knees. They= willfail if they are expecting that I will



bow down.

Kabila said he was determined to rebuild Congo whose economy and=
governmentadministration have been virtually destroyed because of years of= neglect.His first
task, he said, will be to the change public attitudes of a= peoplewhom the Mobutu regime had
made lazy and forced to steal because of= yearsof economic mismanagement during which
they lived for months on end= withoutsalaries.
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Ugandan Female Platoon Commander Foils Rebel Attack

GULU, Uganda (PANA) - A unit of the Ugandan Defence Forces, led by Lt.Margaret Akello,
killed 15 Kony rebels Saturday when the guerrillasattacked Atiak, northwest of Gulu town, in
northern Uganda.

Reporting this Wednesday, Kampala's New Vision newspaper said a seniorofficer of the
Lords Resistance Army, self-styled Lt. Col. Okwonga,surrendered with his gun soon after the
dawn battle. However, he died= laterfrom heavy blood loss. The paper said that Okwonga
belonged to Kony'sControl-Altar brigade and that Joseph Kony led the rebel attack.

There was much excitement among soldiers in Gulu barracks following theAtiak battle. Male
soldiers praised Lt. Akello, one of the few femaleofficers, for her battlefield leadership which
led to the capture ofanother rebel soldier.

In April 1995 over 200 civilians, among them students and children,= weremassacred by
Kony rebels in Atiak. The army said the attack was aimed= atthe Atiak army garrison and to
loot shops and markets for food.

There is no food in the villages and the civilians are fleeing from= them.The rebels are under
pressure from us. They are fatigued and hungry,= Kazinisaid. I have a lot of hope that the
rebels will be wiped out.

Three rebels were also killed and five others captured late Saturday atKati Kati, six miles (9.7
kilometres) on theGulu-Atiak-Adjumani road.

Brig. James Kazini, Fourth Division commander, promoted last week,confirmed the attack. He
said civilians had cooperated with the army in= itswar with the rebels.

Over a week ago, another Kony rebel group numbering some 100 entered= Gulufrom Sudan.
They brought military supplies and reinforced another group= ofsome 300, led by Kony,
which entered the country Aug 24.
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DRC To Send Military Observers To Congo Republic

KINSHASA, Congo (PANA) - Two neighbouring countries bearing the same= namehave
agreed that the larger of these, the Democratic Republic of Congo,will send military observers
to Brazzaville, capital of the smaller= nation,to set up a safe buffer zone intended to stop
shelling into Kinshasa.

The agreement was reached Wednesday between President Pascal Lissouba= ofthe Republic
of Congo and Laurent Kabila, leader of the Democratic= Republicof Congo. No date has been
given for deployment of the observers.

This deal follows shelling Monday from unidentified soldiers in= Brazzavilleinto Kinshasa,
capital of the Democratic Republic, in which 17 people= werekilled.

DRC Interior Minister Mwenze Knongolo said the observers would create abuffer between
artillery batteries in Congo Republic and Kinshasa.

Kinshasa's 3.8 million residents have been living under a climate of= fearsince the shelling from
across the Congo river.

The shooting has caused extensive damage to parts of the city.

Government officials in Kinshasa regard the shelling as deliberateaggression.
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Grenade Attack Kills Four In Burundi

BUJUMBURA, Burundi (PANA) - At least four people died Sunday night in agrenade attack
against a pub in Gatumba, a coastal town located 16 kmnorthwest of Bujumbura, according to
the local health center where 25severely wounded people were admitted.

Gatumba has hosted, since 1994, thousands of displaced Hutus who fled theBujumbura area
at the height of Burundi's ethnic crisis.

It is also a transit centre for tens of thousands of returnees fromneighbouring Congo.

Similar grenade attacks have hit Bujumbura in recent weeks and aregenerally blamed on armed
gangs.
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WFP To Assist 600,000 War Victims In Burundi

BUJUMBURA, Burundi (PANA) - The World Food Programme (WFP) has pledged to
contribute to the resettlement and reintegration of 600,000 war victims in Burundi.

The United Nations food distribution agency's director in Bujumbura, Jean-Luc Siblot,
announced here Monday 9.5 million U.S. dollars has been provisionally set aside for that
project.

He said that the agency was already active in certain northwestern provinces heavily affected
by the humanitarian crisis arising from the civil war which started in October 1993.

WFP, he said, was already providing food aid to 75,000 needy people in the Bubanza locality
which has been badly affected by recent clashes between the army and armed gangs.

These clashes have hampered the transportation of food aid to some 10,000 children living in
feeding centres run by the WPF.

The distribution of food will soon begin for some 40,000 displaced people gathered in the
central province of Muramvya, while another 80,000 people will get relief supplies in the
north, according to the WFP schedule of assistance.

The distribution operation was suspended in September due to growing insecurity in the
region where only 35,000 people had been supplied.

In southern Burundi, the WFP has targeted the troubled province of Makamba where many
settlements have been established for needy people.

Siblot said that besides supplying food to areas affected by the civil war, WFP will also
provide food to over 30,000 malnourished children living in feeding centres around the
country, through specialised non-governmental organisations.
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Tanzania Expels Burundian Refugees

BUJUMBURA, Burundi (PANA) - Tanzania has expelled nearly 200 Burundian refugees
during the last three days, an official of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
told PANA Friday.

Without explaining the reasons for the expulsions, Guy Avognon, who is in charge of refugee
repatriation, conceded that some refugees have been crossing the border for the past three
days although we believe their number might be less than 200.

Avognon said that Tanzanian officials were questioning the continued presence of Burundian
refugees which had been in Tanzania since 1972.

He said some of the newest arriving refugees were married to Tanzanians. These were rounded
up from various towns andvillages before being expelled.

However, Avognon said that a large number of Burundian refugees were still living in two
camps along the Tanzania-Burundiborder. One of these, in Kigoma, hosts 200,000 people
while the other, in Ngara, hosts 100,000.

The Burundi government has, in recent months, complained that Tanzanian officials were
ignoring the political and militaryactivities of rebels living in these camps.

So, Burundi is asking Tanzania to move the camps to locations farther away from the border.

The two neighbouring countries have, lately, accused each other of wanting to invade the
other's territory. Tension arising out of this led to fighting in September along their common
border on Lake Tanganyika.
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Burundian Minister Speaks Against Strike

BUJUMBURA, Burundi (PANA) - Burundi's finance minister Gerard Nibigira has appealed
to his country'steachers not to press for higher salaries now because the economy is in a
shambles due to the four-year oldcivil war.

Addressing journalists in Bujumbura Thursday, the minister said the situation has been
aggravated by the16-month embargo that was imposed by neighbouring states after the coup
d'etat in July last year.

Nibigira said the government faces an unprecedented deficit of 30 billion Burundian francs (1
USD = 333.5BF), adding that even under normal circumstances, this would take 10 years to
wipe out.

This means that to pay civil servants at the end of the month, the government has to incur
debts with banks andother financial institutions , he said.

The minister said the government has a total debt of 1.6 billion BF owed to private lenders,
eight billion BF inforeign debt and faces a record inflation of 40 percent.

Nibigira said he hoped the alarming figures would make the primary and secondary teachers to
desist from thestrike they intended to launch to press for higher pay.

It is unrealistic to demand salary increases under the current war situation and embargo , he
told the newsconference.

I understand that the teachers, like all other state employees, have hard feelings, especially
because theirpurchasing power has been very significantly reduced (...) But is this the right
moment? , he asked.

Burundi has since the return to power of Maj. Pierre Buyoya last year been under an
economic embargo byneighbouring countries seeking to reverse the coup d'etat.

Speaking about the economic embargo recently, the country's Prime Minister, Pascal Firmin
Ndimira, desribedit as a humanitarian disaster.

He said Burundi has so far incurred a loss of 100 million dollars due to the embargo imposed
by nine countriesin the region, after Major Buyoya toppled the democratically elected



government of Sylvestre Ntibantunganya.

The country has been under a civil war since Oct. 21, 1993, after the assassination of
President MelchiorNdadaye.

Ndadaye was the first elected president from the majority Hutu ethnic group. He was killed in
an abortive coupattempt by elements in the Tutsi-dominated army.
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Burundian President Leaves For Rwanda

Ferdinand Bigumandondera, PANA Correspondent

BUJUMBURA, Burundi (PANA) - Burundian President Maj. Pierre Buyoya left Saturday
for his first official visit to Rwanda since he returned to power through a military putsch on
July 25, 1996.

He told journalists in Bujumbura before departing that he was visiting Rwanda to promote
bilateral contacts...between the two sister countries.

We will seize this opportunity to explain what we are currently doing towards restoring peace
in Burundi which is of interest toRwanda, Buyoya said.

Commenting on the situation in Congo Brazzaville, where the democratically elected
government of President Pascal Lissouba was toppled this week, Buyoya said one way of
ending conflicts in Africa lies in Africans taking their affairs into their own hands.

He said there are still several inconsistencies in the positions taken towards the sub-region by
the international community which are marked by an interplay of interests and groping moves
that do not promote peace.
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Burundi Arrests 10,053 Displaced People

BUJUMBURA, Burundi (PANA) - Burundi's army said Monday it had arrested some 10,053
people it described as illegal residents in a major sweep through the Gatumba locality of the
Mutimbuzi Commune, in the suburbs of Bujumbura.

The illegals, arrested Sunday, are being held in a camp by the Gatumba Brigade. Its
commander, Lt. Col. Basuzuguye Audace, told journalists that he was waiting for instructions
from the government which must decide on the fate of these people.

Some 10,000 illegal residents, including women and children who need urgent humanitarian
help are Burundians from thenorthern and central provinces of this ethnically war-torn
country.

Audace said 170 of the 10,000 were nationals of the former Zaire, now the Democratic
Republic of Congo. Seven areRwandans.

Another 150,000 people, mostly displaced Hutus who fled fighting in Bujumbura, also live in
the Gatumba camp which hostedjust 7,000 people before Burundi's own ethnic massacres in
1993.
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Burundi Hutu Rebels Burn 17 Schools

BUJUMBURA, Burundi (PANA) - Hutu rebels fighting the Tutsi-dominated military
government in Burundi have burned 17 primary schools, the country's defence ministry said
Wednesday.

In a statement issued in Bujumbura, the ministry said this could force 7,000 pupils out of
school for the entire academic year.

The ministry appealed to the population in Kanyosha, Isale, Kabezi and Mutambu areas
where schools have been burnt to fight against the obscurantist and barbaric campaigns by
armed groups who are eventually trying to plunge the Burundian youth into a state of
ignorance .

Rural Bujumbura is a hideout for several rebel groups who have established parallel
administrative structures These groups force civilians to pay war effort taxes.

The armed groups have been battling the Tutsi-dominated army since the assassination of
Hutu President Melchior Ndadaye in October 1993.

Last Sunday, the Burundi police rounded up 10,053 people from the area. They were
described as illegally established aliens from Rwanda and the Democratic Republic of Congo
(ex-Zaire).
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Rwanda Admits Role In Killing Of Hutu Refugees In Ex-Zaire

Newton Kanhema, PANA Correspondent

KIGALI, Rwanda (PANA) - Rwandan Vice President Paul Kagame has acknowledged for the
first time that his troops were involved in the killing of hundreds of people in refugee camps
in eastern Democratic Republic of Congo but said these were no deliberate massacres.

On his farm on the banks of lake Muhazi, near Kigali, he told the Pan African News Agency
that the deaths were as a result ofwar.

The United Nations, he added, was to blame for the deaths because it failed to separate armed
combatants from genuinerefugees in camps.

I have no apologies or regrets on the conduct of my soldiers. Everybody had information of an
imminent attack on Rwanda be it the international community, the U.N. in particular, NGO's
and foreign Governments, Kagame said.

Kagame's latest statement came amid a tug-of-war between the United Nations and the Congo
government in Kinshasa over the latter's refusal to allow human right investigators to probe
eastern Congo, scene of the alleged massacres.

However since the interview, the United States representative to the United Nations, Bill
Richardson, has said he has reached agreement with the Congo government for the U.N.
inspectors to conduct their investigations anywhere in the country.

Kagame, who is also Kigali's defence minister, said his troops and those of the current
Congolese president, Laurent Kabila,went into the camps to pre-empty a planned invasion of
Rwanda by Hutu militiamen and defeated Hutu Rwandan army troops. He said these forces,
then under the protection of Mobutu's Zaire, planned to commit another genocide of Tutsi
and moderate Hutu.

He claimed that the international community, U.N. and nongovernment organizations knew
very well that the former soldiersand militia in the camps were planning to attack Rwanda and
that they were already doing it through cross border incursions, he said.

Rwanda, he said, were not going to take any chances with this imminent threat from these
people. The idea was clearly toneutralise the threat from these refuge camps.



I think the threat to a great extent has been reduced but we still have people who wish to
destabilise our country, he said.

He claimed it a legitimate right of the present Rwandan army, to defend Rwanda's people.

He said civilians deaths must have occurred when the armed Hutu in refugees camps, who had
participated in the Tutsigenocide, fought his soldiers while mingling among women and
children.

This cannot qualify their deaths as a massacre, he said.

Kagame said the United Nations must also be investigated for its conduct and alliance with the
Hutu militia and the formerRwandan army who fled into what was then eastern Zaire. They
fled Kagame's largely Tutsi army after killing one million Tutsis with machetes in a bid to
exterminate the Tutsi minority community in mid-1994.

Some of the former Rwandan soldiers captured in some clashes with the current Rwandan
army have admitted that for the past three years they were in refugee camps in the former
Zaire where they were fed by the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees.

A representative of this U.N. agency in Kigali, Roman Urasa, has confirmed that the U.N.
Security Council shot down arecommendation to separate the armed Hutu militia from the rest
of the refugees because the exercise was too costly.

All indications now show that the former Rwandan army, also know as the FAR, and the
militia, used women and children inthe camps as human shield in their fight against Kagame
and Kabila's soldiers.

We are not doing police work here we are fighting a war and we have no time to investigate
who is a hostage on the other side of the line. If you fire at an armed soldier you must be
prepared to face the consequences, Col. Nyamwase Kayumba said.

Kayumba, in the present Rwandan army, has been involved in war since the onslaught against
one of Uganda's dictators,Milton Obote.

Kagame is still bitter at the international community for its inaction during the Rwandan
genocide. In particular, he criticised the U.N.'s decision to withdraw its troops during the
genocide, leaving helpless Tutsis at the mercy of the Hutu militants.

On the proposed investigation into the alleged massacres in the former eastern Zaire, Kagame
said: Our position is that there is nothing wrong with an investigation of what happened in
eastern Congo but this investigation should not be used to delay other processes in Congo.

He said Rwanda welcomed this investigation but it must include leaders of the Great Lakes
region. If the investigation was to be impartial, he said, it must also involve African leaders



through the Organization of African Unity.

These Africans should take a leading role in this investigation, he said.

Responsibilities should just not be looked at in terms of what people in Congo did and did not
do or what Rwandan people did or did not do but also look at what the international
Community did and did not do but look at responsibility comprehensively, he added.

The arming and feeding of the FAR and militia, he said, must be included in the investigation.

We should not allow the investigation to look at some people and not others, he said.

Kagame also told PANA that developed countries should not treat Africa like a colony. He
said the United States and theEuropean Union must formulate clear policies on Africa.

They have no policy at all. We cannot deal with people who come and try to deal with our
problems and yet they deal with us haphazardly, he said.

Citing as an example the problems of the Balkan states -- such as that of the former
Yugoslavia -- he said it was European and not African leaders who were searching for
solutions to those crises.

So why should they come and take a leading role in solving our problems? I think Africa
should take a lead in (solving) its own problems, he said.
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Tanzanian Shells Kill 20 In Burundi

BUJUMBURA, Burundi (PANA) - At least 20 people, including two soldiers, were killed
Monday at 0300 (0200 gmt) when the Tanzanian army shelled the Burundian localities of
Kabonga and Mugina, in the Kakamba province bordering Tanzania, a Burundian army officer
said.

Lt-Col. Isai Nibizi told PANA that some 10 fighters from the rebel National Council of
Democracy were killed by thegovernment army.

He explained that the rebels were covered by heavy artillery fire from the Tanzanian army.

Initial figures had only reported military casualties.

The shelling lasted for three hours, according to the Burundian army, which added that this
was the second serious incident in the space of two months between the two armies.

Both armies stared deploying equipment and troops at their common border since the
beginning of incursions by Burundianrebels into Burundi from Tanzania in April.

In late September, violent clashes broke out between marine forces of the two countries on
Lake Tanganyika, with casualties reported on both sides.
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Kabila Arrives In Bujumbura

BUJUMBURA, Burundi (PANA) - President Laurent-Desire Kabila of the Democratic
Republic of Congo (formerly Zaire), arrived in Bujumbura Thursday on his first official visit
to Burundi since he came to power in May this year.

Official sources in Kinshasa said the visit will last a few hours.

Accompanied by foreign minister Bizima Karaha, Kabila was welcomed at the Bujumbura
International Airport by his Burundian counterpart, Maj. Pierre Buyoya, with whom he held
private talks and had lunch at the Nile Source Hotel at the city centre.

Kabila told newsmen soon after his arrival that he came to deliver a message of peace to the
people of Burundi.

The Congolese President was expected to leave Bujumbura late in the afternoon for Goma,
north-east of Kinshasa, according to a member of his delegation.

Copyright © 1997 Panafrican News Agency. All Rights Reserved.

Material may not be redistributed, posted to any other location, published or used for
broadcast without written authorization from the Panafrican News Agency. B.P. 4056, Dakar,
Senegal. Tel: (221) 24-13-95 | Fax: (221) 24-13-90 | E-mail: quoiset@sonatel.senet.net



Source: Pan African News Agency (PANA)

Date: 01 Nov 1997

------------------------------------------------------------------------

Animosity Prevails As Rwanda Seeks Reconciliation

Newtown Kanhema, PANA Correspondent

KIGALI, Rwanda (PANA) - The Rwandan government still holds up to 120, 000 suspects in
prisons for their alleged role in the 1994 genocide against the minority Tutsi ethnic group and
Hutu moderates.

When one meets these people, one gets an abiding impression that remorse is completely
absent.

Among them is Samuel Muhozi, a former Hutu militiaman, who together with seven
accomplices claim they have no idea how many people they had killed. But they are all not
prepared to assume responsibility for what they did.

They say those who ordered them should be punished and they should be left to go back
home. I killed my neighbours (he names them) because I was asked by the authorities to do so,
Muhozi told PANA. We killed them with all their children because they were Tutsi. After we
killed them we took their food and goods for our personal use. I had to follow orders and if I
did not they were going to kill me.

The director general of the Justice Department in Kigali, Gerald Gahima, says the problem of
these prisoners will take at least two generations to go heal.

The international community is prepared to spend one million dollars per day on these people
when they are in the refugee camps across the Congo border but as soon as they come into
Rwanda they are not interested, he says.

The Rwanda government says it spends 10 million U.S dollars a year keeping the prisoners.
Gahima says he understands the frustration of the prisoners who are calling for a speedy trial.

But one must realise that when we took over there was no government, there was no justice
department. We had to start fromminus zero. We are dealing with crime on such a mass scale
that no society has ever confronted, he adds.

According to him, at least two million people involved in the genocide are still at large.

He says Rwanda has followed the South African example of dealing with the past, where



people are granted amnesty afterconfession.

Those who confess will get a reduced sentence. They must acknowledge the crime and then
receive their punishment. Amnesty is not enough. There has been an attitude that they can kill
and send others into exile without any consequences. This will not continue and that message
must be clear, Gahima says.

Yet, Rwanda still claims to practice an active policy of reconcilation. The commissioner of
Police, Col. Deogratias Ndibwami, is a former commander in the former Rwandan army. He
has been positioned there for the purpose of reconciliation.

Even he, though, says frankly that he does not feel guilty as a Hutu man for what has
happened. He believes those convicted should not be executed.

The animosity between the majority Hutu and the minority Tutsi now in power is bound to
be exacerbated now, as the government is battling the Hutu hit and run insurgency. Kigali is
not spared by the international community, including human rights organisations.

But, a senior Rwandan field commander says: I really do not understand the logic in the
international community who want toinvestigate us without investigating the behaviour of the
rebels. They don't want to know who is killing people in the community.

Captured rebels conceded they had built up a force of 80,000 armed soldiers in the refugee
camps.

An Association of April Genocide Widows says if the widows had the power they would
charge the UN for the negligence that resulted in their children and husbands being slaughtered.

The association works with the widows who have been raped and need medical and
psychological treatment. One such isAnna-Marie Uzamukunda, who has suffered an
experience which haunts her today.

They (Hutu militia) came to our house early in the morning and they said no mututsi should
live because Tutsis were snakes, so they were going to kill us, she recalls. They were twelve
of them. They pulled my husband out of the house and beat him until he was dead. They then
came to pull me out of the house too and all the twelve raped me by the gate near my
husband's body.

She further adds: I could not...walk and I heard the leader, who was my neighbour, saying to
one of the assailants who wascarrying two cow horns: You must push one horn through her
mouth and the other through her vagina and when the two meet she should be dead.

However, before they could do that they saw RPF soldiers passing and pulled her back inside
house. Then they asked her17-year-old son to have sex with her.

My son refused and they beat him with some sticks with protruding nails until he died. Then



they asked my 15-year-old son to have sex with me and he too refused and they killed him in
the same fashion. Then they turned to me and raped me again, she says.

I then lost consciousness but I remember hearing some big bang. I have since heard that it was
grenade thrown in by RPF, she adds.

Anne Marie Uzamukunda stayed in hospital for nine months.
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Animosity Prevails As Rwanda Seeks Reconciliation

Newtown Kanhema, PANA Correspondent
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prisons for their alleged role in the 1994 genocide against the minority Tutsi ethnic group and
Hutu moderates.

When one meets these people, one gets an abiding impression that remorse is completely
absent.

Among them is Samuel Muhozi, a former Hutu militiaman, who together with seven
accomplices claim they have no idea how many people they had killed. But they are all not
prepared to assume responsibility for what they did.

They say those who ordered them should be punished and they should be left to go back
home. I killed my neighbours (he names them) because I was asked by the authorities to do so,
Muhozi told PANA. We killed them with all their children because they were Tutsi. After we
killed them we took their food and goods for our personal use. I had to follow orders and if I
did not they were going to kill me.

The director general of the Justice Department in Kigali, Gerald Gahima, says the problem of
these prisoners will take at least two generations to go heal.

The international community is prepared to spend one million dollars per day on these people
when they are in the refugee camps across the Congo border but as soon as they come into
Rwanda they are not interested, he says.

The Rwanda government says it spends 10 million U.S dollars a year keeping the prisoners.
Gahima says he understands the frustration of the prisoners who are calling for a speedy trial.

But one must realise that when we took over there was no government, there was no justice
department. We had to start fromminus zero. We are dealing with crime on such a mass scale
that no society has ever confronted, he adds.

According to him, at least two million people involved in the genocide are still at large.



He says Rwanda has followed the South African example of dealing with the past, where
people are granted amnesty afterconfession.

Those who confess will get a reduced sentence. They must acknowledge the crime and then
receive their punishment. Amnesty is not enough. There has been an attitude that they can kill
and send others into exile without any consequences. This will not continue and that message
must be clear, Gahima says.

Yet, Rwanda still claims to practice an active policy of reconcilation. The commissioner of
Police, Col. Deogratias Ndibwami, is a former commander in the former Rwandan army. He
has been positioned there for the purpose of reconciliation.

Even he, though, says frankly that he does not feel guilty as a Hutu man for what has
happened. He believes those convicted should not be executed.

The animosity between the majority Hutu and the minority Tutsi now in power is bound to
be exacerbated now, as the government is battling the Hutu hit and run insurgency. Kigali is
not spared by the international community, including human rights organisations.

But, a senior Rwandan field commander says: I really do not understand the logic in the
international community who want toinvestigate us without investigating the behaviour of the
rebels. They don't want to know who is killing people in the community.

Captured rebels conceded they had built up a force of 80,000 armed soldiers in the refugee
camps.

An Association of April Genocide Widows says if the widows had the power they would
charge the UN for the negligence that resulted in their children and husbands being slaughtered.

The association works with the widows who have been raped and need medical and
psychological treatment. One such isAnna-Marie Uzamukunda, who has suffered an
experience which haunts her today.

They (Hutu militia) came to our house early in the morning and they said no mututsi should
live because Tutsis were snakes, so they were going to kill us, she recalls. They were twelve
of them. They pulled my husband out of the house and beat him until he was dead. They then
came to pull me out of the house too and all the twelve raped me by the gate near my
husband's body.

She further adds: I could not...walk and I heard the leader, who was my neighbour, saying to
one of the assailants who wascarrying two cow horns: You must push one horn through her
mouth and the other through her vagina and when the two meet she should be dead.

However, before they could do that they saw RPF soldiers passing and pulled her back inside
house. Then they asked her17-year-old son to have sex with her.



My son refused and they beat him with some sticks with protruding nails until he died. Then
they asked my 15-year-old son to have sex with me and he too refused and they killed him in
the same fashion. Then they turned to me and raped me again, she says.

I then lost consciousness but I remember hearing some big bang. I have since heard that it was
grenade thrown in by RPF, she adds.

Anne Marie Uzamukunda stayed in hospital for nine months.
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New UNICEF Programme For Burundi

BUJUMBURA, Burundi (PANA) - Burundi is to get 20 million U.S dollars in humanitarian
assistance from the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) over the next two years to
finance water supply, sanitation and nutritional projects.

UNICEF's representative in Bujumbura, Michel Sidibe, told a news conference Wednesday
the assistance was given under a new approach which envisages the involvement of rural
communities in implementing the projects.

He said that his agency's previous five-year programme laid more emphasis on education. A
total of 100,000 children havebeen enrolled in schools during the 1997-98 academic year with
UNICEF's assistance.

Sidibe condemned the ongoing civil war-related vandalism against educational institutions,
particularly around Bujumbura,where at least 20 schools were recently burnt down by armed
groups.

Under the former five-year plan, UNICEF also contributed to the establishment of nutritional
centres which now cater forbetween 35,000 and 40,000 children.

The UN agency has so far registered about 25,000 unaccompanied children out of whom
14,000 have been adopted.
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Burundi's Resettlement Scheme Fails

BUJUMBURA, Burundi (PANA) - Only 30 percent of Burundi's programme to resettle civil
war-displaced people has been accomplished, official said in Bujumbura this weekend.

The figure was revealed by the minister for resettlement and re-integration of displaced and
repatriated Burundians, PascalNkurunziza, at an assessment meeting attended by President
Pierre Buyoya and provincial governors.

The minister cited high costs of construction materials and their transportation as well as low
public mobilisation as being the cause of the low performance.

Nkurunziza said under the plan, the government and non-governmental organisations had
envisaged the construction of 171,000 homesteads.

In certain provinces like in the north of the country, he said, it was not easy to find plots for
resettlement due to persistentinsecurity.

Major Pierre Buyoya urged the governors of Burundi's 15 provinces to complete the
rehabilitation and resettlement of thepopulation by the end of 1998.

He also condemned the attitude of populations who wait for ready-to-use houses rather than
double their efforts and showsolidarity.

Burundi has witnessed persistent political and institutional instability since the assassination
of Hutu President Melchior Ndadaye on Oct. 21, 1993 in a coup attempt which sparked off
ethnic violence between the Hutu majority and the Tutsi minority who control the army.

At least 200,000 people have been killed in the civil war. According to a census carried out in
November 1996 there are about 480,000 Burundians displaced during the war and 400,000
refugees in neighbouring countries.

The resettlement ministry says some 160 million U.S dollars will be required to finance its
action plan.
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Burundi Rebels kill 14 In Attack On Factory

BUJUMBURA, Burundi (PANA) - Rebels battling government forces have killed at least 14
employees of Theicole factory at Buhoro in Burundi's troubled north-western province of
Cibitoke, Radio Burundi announced Tuesday.

It said the attack took place Monday while President Pierre Buyoya was visiting southern
Burundi, where the security situation is improving gradually.

It failed to state what the factory produced and what could have been the motive for the
attack against the facility.

There have been repeated clashes in Bururi province between government forces and rebels
coming from Tanzania.

Buyoya is expected to visit the localities of Buyengero and Burambi where about 16,000
persons, among them women andchildren, have just been released after being held hostage by
rebels.

Most of the hostages, who were held in swampy and forested areas, are suffering from
malnutrition and extreme proteindeficiency.
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Congolese Rebels in South Africa

Newton Kanhema, PANA Correspondent

JOHANNESBURG, South Africa (PANA) - South Africa is under pressure from the
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) following the mushrooming of opposition groups
threatening to take arms against the Laurent Kabila Government.

One of these, a branch of the Etienne Tshisekedi's Union for Democracy and Social Progress
(UDPS) headed their local leader Mutombo Kabundji has written an open letter to President
Mandela criticising him for getting in bed with Kabila who is as despot as was Mobutu.

The group says they are now abandoning their non-violence method of struggle to an armed
struggle.

Another group of Katangese secessionists allege Kabila to has imprisoned 300 of their senior
officers who were promised an autonomous state of Katanga during the fight against Mobutu.

The claim came from a Katangese secessionist leader who identified himself to PANA as
Colonel Kato Swan, head of thedefence council of the National Front of Liberation of Katanga
(FLNK).

Col. Swan claimed he is well known to members of Kabila's cabinet, including his foreign
Minister Bizima Karaha.

During the liberation of Congo almost half of our soldiers went to join Kabila's Alliance forces
and because the boys werepromised that after the liberation of Zaire, Katanga province was
going to be granted its autonomy, the group was arrested when they demanded that their
promise be fulfiled, said Col. Swan.

He claimed most of his senior officers are being held in prison in the southern town of
Lubumbashi. Their leader, Gen. Mulanda, who was arrested in May is now under house arrest
in Lubumbashi.

In his black suit and a red shirt, the man who claims that he was a colonel in Mobutu's army in
the 1970s, says that he is wellknown to Kabila and his cabinet because they used to fight
together.



During the onslaught against Mobutu, Col. Swan said, Kabila promised to grant Katanga
autonomy but as soon as the liberation was over the same man became a unionist.

We will have to continue with our fight because our concern is not Congo but Katanga. At the
moment we have an army and I am not at liberty to tell you where they are. We are expecting
Kabila to come up with a solution of the autonomy of our country, said Swan, who has been
in exile from his home country since 1976.

Col Swan claimed he had had several meetings with the former head of Mobutu's Civil Police
Guard, General Baramoto, and his team of the generals who fled when Kabila entered
Kinshasa.

The South African Government has said they will not interfere with any Congolese pressure
group unless they break the South African law.

There appear to be a sigfacant number of people from DRC who have different political
opinion but we as a department have no direct involvement with them. We are not aware of
the letter to the President, said Department of Foreign Affairs spokesman, Marco Boni.

A senior DRC Government official said his Government had given an ultimatum to the South
African Government ...to bring back the Mobutu Generals or return the stolen money they
brought to South Africa.
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Ethiopia Proposes Probe Into Rwanda Genocide

Ghion Hagos, PANA Correspondent

ADDIS ABABA, Ethiopia (PANA) - Ethiopia Thursday proposed an investigation by
international eminent personalities of the 1994 genocide in Rwanda to avert further tragedies
in the Great Lakes region.

It is my conviction that the establishment of an international eminent personalities to
investigate the genocide in Rwanda and the surrounding events is so serious that there is
probably no greater issue that warrants the urgent attention of the OAU, thecountry's prime
minister, Meles Zenawi, said.

Speaking at the opening of the seventh ministerial session of the 16-nation OAU committe on
conflict resolution, he said thefallouts from the genocide continue to reverberate in the region.

The two-day meeting will discusss the latest situations in Burundi, the Comoros, the Republic
of Congo, Sierra Leone andSomalia.

Meles said the investigation should look into the whole range of issues related to the genocide,
including developments prior to its onset and extending to the events surrounding the fall of
the regime of late President Mobutu Sese Seko in the Democratic Republic of Congo.

We cannot hide behind the excuse of lack of capacity for doing less than we should, he said.
We can make a difference in the region provided we know what to do.

He urged the OAU to play a meaningful and effective role in assisting the Great Lakes region
to come out of the cycle ofviolence in which it is mired at present.

Meles said knowledge of what went wrong in Rwanda might hold the clue to what ought to be
done in future to prevent similaroccurences.

The UN has an international tribunal in Arusha, Tanzania, trying suspects involved in the
genocide which left hundreds ofthousands dead.
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WFP To Feed Refugees

Musengwa Kayaya, PANA Correspondent

LUSAKA, Zambia (PANA) - The World Food Programme (WFP) is to provide some 2
million U.S. dollars in food aid to over 25,000 refugess from Angola and the Democratic
Republic of Congo in Zambia.

The WFP country office in Zambia said in a statement released to PANA Friday that the
agency would distribute 3,754 tonnes of maize grain, vegetable oil, beans and high protein
food over a 12-month period up to August 1998.

Those to benefit will mostly be new arrivals, who include an estimated 1,000 malnourished
under-five children.

According to the latest statistics at the local office of the UNHCR, Zambia currently hosts
about 30,00 Angolan refugees and11,000 from Congo.

The majority of the refugees are accommodated at Meheba, the country's major refugee centre,
in the northwest. There are also about 4,000 other Angolans at Mayukwayukwa, in western
Zambia.

The WFP refugee operations monitor, Omer Hameed, told PANA his office is liaising with the
Lutheran World Federation, theRed Cross and the local Young Men's Christian Association to
help with the distribution of the food which, he said, would besourced from within the
southern African region.
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Comesa Urged To Help Lift Burundi Sanctions

LUSAKA, Zambia (PANA) - The Chairman of the Eastern and Southern Africa Business
Organisation (Esabo), Kassim Owango, has appealed to the Common Market for Eastern and
Southern Africa (Comesa) to lift the economic embargo imposed on Burundi because of the
devastating economic consequences member states are likely to face.

Owango said while Comesa states have stopped trading with Burundi, other business
competitors like China and South Africa have taken over the market.

He urged the Comesa council of ministers, which began meeting here Monday to consider
other alternative measures of dealing with the Burundi issue to ensure a stable market for the
business community within the sub-region.

Sanctions were imposed on Burundi after the military takeover in Bujumbura on July 25,
1996, which brought Maj. Pierre Buyoya back to power.

Meanwhile, the acting Comesa Secretary General, Erastus Mwencha, has called for the
establishment of a comprehensiveinformation system that will enhance the sharing of
information among member states as well as the general public.

He also informed the ministers that the 20-nation Comesa has finally acquired a permanent
building in Lusaka and an initial 10 percent deposit of the total purchase price of 5.5 million
U.S. dollars has been paid.
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103 Rebels Killed In Southern Burundi

BUJUMBURA, Burundi (PANA) - At least 103 rebels were reported killed while two
government soldiers were slightly wounded in fighting at the weekend in the communes of
Buyenyero and Burambi of the southern Burundian province of Bururi, Lt-Col. Isaie Nibizi,
an army spokesman, announced Monday in Bujumbura.

According to him, the fighting between the army and the rebels took place on Friday and
Saturday along the Dama river on the border of the two communes which have been affected
by crisis since 1995.

During the operation, we neutralised more than a hundred terrorists and recovered heavy
weapons: a 75mm gun, a B10 gun and an 82 mm mortar, as well as light weapons and
ammunition , Nibizi added.

He said that rebel leader Nduwimana Gervais, who was declared wanted several months ago,
was captured during the operation.
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Burundi Has 45,000 AIDS Orphans

BUJUMBURA, Burundi (PANA) - Burundi registered more than 45,000 AIDS-orphaned
children in 1997, it was officiallyrevealed here Sunday.

The Director of the National Programme for combating AIDS and other sexually transmitted
diseases, Joseph Wakana warned that their number could double by the year 2,000.

Revealing this figures on the eve of World AIDS Day, Wakana recalled that in 1992, only
10,636 children had lost parents to the epidemic, which poses serious problems in terms of
infant protection and schooling.

Out of the 46,801 orphans who were registered between 1993 and 1997, only 2,572 had found
foster homes, which representsabout 5 percent of the total.

The National AIDS programme has since Nov. 24 launched an awareness campaign to inform
the public about the gravity of the epidemic. The campaign culminates on Monday.

The campaign is trying to raise public awareness about the extent and diversity of the impact
of HIV/AIDS on children, families and the community.

It also seeks to raise the commitment of decision makers to icite them to take firm action in
the field of HIV prevention and toreduce the impact of the incurable disease on children, their
families and community.

The organisers are also using the campaign to improve the access of childrren and their families
to relevant information on HIV prevention and the management of the disease, as well as the
relationship between the rights of children and adults and other legal problems arising from the
pandemic.

The theme of Monday's World Aids Day is Children Living in a world with AIDS .
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Annan Asks for 59 Million Dollars For Rwanda Genocide Court

NEW YORK, (PANA) - United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan is asking the General
Assembly to approve 59 million U.S. dollars for the 1998 operations of the International
Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda.

The request, reflecting an increase of almost 46.9 percent compared with the 1997
appropriation, comes in the wake of widespread criticisms that the tribunal was holding
accused persons in detention for too long.

The money is intended to finance some 584 posts, including 165 new temporary posts, the
conversion of two gratis positions to temporary posts and the reclassification of six posts.

In 1997, all but seven of the 34 gratis personnel serving the tribunal were returned to their
governments, and none of thoseremaining are expected to be carried into 1998.

The chairman of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions,
Conrad S.M. Mselle, said that the United Nations should not allow itself to be criticized for
long detention of persons simply because of lack of funds to speed up the trial of accused
people before the tribunal.

The tribunal tries those responsible for genocide and other violations of international
humanitarian law committed in Rwanda in 1994.

Based in Arusha, Tanzania, the terms of reference for the tribunal were established by the
United Nations Security Council in1994.

The secretary-general has recommended that each judge of the tribunal receives an annual
salary of 145,000 dollars. Uponretirement, a judge, who serves a full four-year term, would
receive an annual pension of 22,000 dollars.

He notes that 1998 will be the first year of the tribunal's normal operations. Two courtrooms
are expected to be in full operation, which means that both Trial Chambers will be able to hold
court proceedings simultaneously. The demands on support services will increase owing to
the complexity, number and frequency of proceedings.

Among the substantive activities anticipated for 1998 are a coordinated public information
programme with activities at four offices -- Arusha, Kigali, Nairobi and The Hague -- to



publicize positions of the tribunal and the latest related developments.
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Congo Needs 50 Billion Dollars For Reconstruction

KINSHASA, Congo (PANA) - The Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) is looking for 500
billion U.S. dollars at a donor's conference to finance its reconstruction, following more than a
decade of political, economic and social turmoil, coupled with disastrous mismanagement.

The major objective of the Conference of the Friends of Congo which ends Thursday in
Brussels, Belgium, is to mobilise thenecessary funds to finance an urgent reconstruction
programme.

The programme comprises three components - political and macroeconomic stabilisation,
economic recovery and the fightagainst the degradation of human resources, according to the
document being presented by the Congolese government to the donors attending the
conference which opened Wednesday in the Belgian capital.

The first component of the programme, estimated at more than 440 million dollars includes
stabilisation of the political, social and legal environment, maximum mobilisation of tax
revenue, management of public expenditure and reform of the financial system.

Economic recovery, especially the rehabilitation of transport and communication networks,
agriculture and investment in themining and energy sector, will require 945.5 million dollars,
while fighting the degradation of human resources will cost 296.3million dollars.

This component includes rehabilitation of the health and education sectors, capacity building,
restructuring of the civil service and rehabilitation of the environment, as well as setting up
community projects for economic and social reconstruction.

The Congolese government said despite the country's potential and the determination of its
people and leaders, it needs support from the international community because it cannot all
alone meet the challenge of reconstruction.

The donor conference is an appropriate framework not only for mobilising emergency aid but
also to initiate dialogue withforeign partners with whom Congo intends to quickly finalise
such dialogue in the framework of normal bilateral and multilateral cooperation mechanisms, it
added.

The meeting is being attended by several industrialised countries, regional organisations such
as the European Union andfinancial institutions like the World Bank and the African



Development Bank.

The Congolese delegation is led by Foreign Minister Bizima Karaha.
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Eritrea Against Sanctions On Burundi

BUJUMBURA, Burundi (PANA) - Eritrean Foreign Minister Haile Woldense Monday said
his country is against theeconomic sanctions imposed on Burundi by its neighbours following
the July 1997 coup that brought Maj. PierreBuyoya back to power.

"The economic sanctions penalise the population and do not produce the effects sought," he
told reporters aftermeeting Prime Minister Firmin Pascal Ndirima.

"Burundi needs a strong state, security and stability to solve its problems," added Haile, who
arrived in Burundi Sundayon an unspecified days visit. He later signed a cooperation
agreement with his Burundian counterpart, Luc Rukingama.Haile said Burundi can supply
Eritrea with agricultural p roducts such as coffee, cotton and tea.

Meanwhile, the Front for Democracy in Burundi has been banned for six months following its
congress for re-electingin the party apparatus exiled personalities regarded as rebels by
Burundian authorities.

The decision, contained in an edict from the interior minister, was motivated by "the final
declaration of the congress(held Saturday) which contains decisions contrary to the law."

Consequently, according to the edict, "these serious breaches must be sanctioned, notably the
re-election in the partyorgans of people who are not residents of Burundi and who have
entered into open rebellion against the country."

The congress re-elected Jean Minani as leader of the party. He is in exile in Tanzania where he
has contacts withLeonard Nyangoma, leader of the main rebel movement - the National
Council for the Defence of Democracy. Thefinal declaration of the congress was very critical
of the Buyoya regime .
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U.S. Gives 30 Million Dollars To Great Lakes Region

Ghion Hagos, PANA Correspondent

ADDIS ABABA, Ethiopia (PANA) - United States Secretary of State Madeleine Albright
announced a 30-million-U.S.-dollar grant Tuesday to train court and police officials in the
countries of Africa's Great Lakes region.

Right now, no place matters more in Africa than the Greater Lakes, she said.

In what is billed to be a major U.S. policy speech on Africa, she said the money would also go
to rebuilding the legal machinery of countries of the region.

Her audience, in Addis Ababa, comprised diplomats, heads of international organizations and
Ethiopian officials.

She said the United States was ready to work with Africa in mutual partnership. Therefore,
she said, the United States must do more to help Africa resolve its wars. Many of these, she
said, stemmed from colonialism's legacy, destabilising cold war rivalries and international
neglect.

She said the Great Lakes region was of strategic importance, in human, material and
geographical terms. She described the region as either as a catalyst or a stumbling block to
African unity.

She added: Central Africa can steady or distabilize half a continent. It can inspire or retard
economic growth from Kampala toCape Town.

Albright said that unlocking the vast potential of the Democratic Republic of Congo was
essential to any long-term peace and prosperity in the Great Lakes. To this end, she
announced United States contribution of 10 million dollars to the World Bank Trust Fund that
supporters of the country have pledged to establish.

Albright also said she supported the call November by Ethiopian Prime Minister Meles
Zenawi for an international probe byeminent persons into causes of the 1994 Rwandan
genocide. This measure, she said, would help prevent similar tragedies in the future.

We will cooperate with you in every way possible to help such a commission to do its work,



she said.

Albright said that her visit to Africa was the dawn of a new era in Africa-United States
relations. This is to be underpinned by a planned visit to Africa by President Bill Clinton.

Speaking earlier, the secretary-general of the Organization of Africa Unity, Salim Ahmed
Salim, said his talks with Albright, and her current tour of Africa, had raised expectations for
enhanced relations between Africa and the United States.

He said Albright's visit, which coincides with an Africa visit by a U.S. presidential delegation
to promote trade and investment, attested to Clinton's desire to build new partnership with
us.

Salim added: We look forward to this, and it should be based on mutual respect and
responsibilities.
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Envoy Explains Reasons Of Demonstrations Against UN Team

Jerome Hule, PANA Correspondent

NEW YORK, (PANA) - The need to perform special customary rituals, before allowing the
United Nations investigative team to unearth bodies, was the main reason why local chiefs in
Wendji village of the Democratic Republic of Congo requested for money and other items
from the UN team, the country's ambassador to the United Nations, Andre Kapanga, said
Tuesday.

The belief in the people's culture is that if you unearth bodies without going through the
special ceremony, the village will be under an evil spell, he said in an interview in New York.

The local chiefs demanded for 1,500 U.S. dollars and some amount of palm oil, palm wine,
sugar and salt.

Kapanga explained that the chiefs intended to use the items to perform rituals before any
bodies could be exhumed.

He also pointed out that the demonstrations in Mbandaka that led to the withdrawal of the
UN team there were not intended to prevent the team from doing its work but were a reaction
to a report that some of the relatives of the demonstraters were among the over 200 refugees
slaughtered last week by Hutu rebels in Rwanda.

It is not something that the government incited, it was something that started spontaneously,
Kapanga said, noting that the report of the death of the Congolese refugees in Rwanda had
created an extremely tense atmosphere in Mbandaka.

The UN team, sent to investigate alleged massacres of refugees in Congo, formerly Zaire,
withdrew from Mbandaka Monday following demonstrations by the villagers.

The team had deployed to Mbandaka Dec. 10 to begin work after a four-month delay resulting
from disagreement with thegovernment over its terms of work.
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Ugandans Put On Alert Due To Cholera Outbreak

KAMPALA, Uganda (PANA) - The Uganda government has put its citizens on the alert as a
result of the fast-spreading cholera epidemic that has hit the country since beginning of
December.

In a press statement carried on state television Wednesday night, the health ministry
announced that eight districts have been affected by the epidemic.

With the simplified means of transport in uganda, it is highly possible that soon the whole
country will be affected, it said.Therefore, all districts should put in place strategies that will
prevent further outbreak of the epidemic.

Most of the areas in Kampala, the capital, are hit by the epidemic. So far 23 people have been
reported killed by the disease and 114 others admitted in three major hospitals in the city.

With these numerous places affected, there is need for everyone to be on the alert. In addition,
big public gatherings especially those where food is served should be avoided because they act
to promote the spread of cholera the ministry said.

Posters announcing the cholera outbreak have been pinned up in some hospitals within the
city.

Four field emergency clinics have been established within the city by the health ministry,
WHO, the French Medicens SansFrontiers, UNICEF and the Red Cross from where cholera
patients receive treatment.

The Kampala City Council medical officer, Dr. Misaki Mubiru, Monday banned mobile sale
of foods and juices by vendors in some parts of the city, to avoid further spread of the
disease.

The cholera outbreak has been attributed to torrential rains and unhygienic conditions.

An entire family of four people in Kapeeka sub-county, Luwero district, in central Uganda,
was Tuesday wiped out, according to press reports Thursday. The scared neighbours have
since reportedly fled the area.
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Ugandan Army Fights Rebels Deep Into Congo

KAMPALA, Uganda (PANA) - A combined force of Ugandan and Congolese troops overran
a rebel base in eastern Congo, capturing an undisclosed amount of ammunition, Uganda's state-
owned newspaper, The New Vision, reported Friday.

It said some of the ammunition consisted of an IMM mortar shell, 40mm rounds for an anti-
aircraft carrier, 23 magazines of rifle bullets.

It gave no casualty figures for the anti-Congolese government rebels, the so-called Allied
Democratic Forces, nor those of the combined government troops.

The newspaper quoted the Bundibugyo military commander, Maj. Francis Katende, as saying
the rebel camp was in the Kamango hills, five miles inside the Democratic Republic of Congo
from the Ugandan border.

He attributed the Uganda army's success to an understanding reached with the Congolese
army, to carry out joint militaryoperations along their common border.

Ugandan anti-government rebels have been killing peasants in the western Ugandan districts of
Kasese and Bundibugyo. Their first attack on Kasese, launched from Congo (formerly Zaire)
was in November 1996. Since then, the rebels have maintained bases and hideouts in Congo.
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Congo To Hold National Reconstruction Conference

KINSHASA, Congo (PANA) - The government of President Laurent Kabila is to hold a
national reconstruction conference starting January 24, 1998 in Kinshasa.

The Democratic Republic of Congo's minister of national reconstruction and emergency
planning, Etienne-Richard Mbaya, announced here Friday that abroad-based Congolese
nationals employed by the United Nations agencies had been asked to attend the meeting.

He told a preparatory meeting for the conference that experts from the U.N. Development
Programme (UNDP) had also been invited.

Mbaya said that during the conference, all cabinet ministers will take turns to speak at panel
discussions on their respective sectors.

The national reconstruction will be held more than a month after international donors meet in
Brussels and pledged to give substantial amounts of funds to help in the reconstruction
process.
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