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     Weekly Roundup of Main Events in the Great Lakes region

                        5 - 11 August 1996

#    Burundi's new government became totally cut off from its neighbours

at the weekend after Zaire became the last state in the region to impose

sanctions. As more and more African governments announced sanctions, the

United Nations and aid agencies expressed concerns about the impact of

sanctions on Burundi's vulnerable groups and appealed for special



dispensation for humanitarian cargo. UN Under-Secretary-General for

Humanitarian Affairs, Yasushi Akashi and Marrack Goulding,

Under-Secretary- General for Political Affairs have written to the OAU

expressing their concern. UNHCR, WFP and UNICEF have made calls for

exemptions for humanitarian cargo. The non-governmental organisation,

Medecins sans Frontieres said in a press release that the blockade was

drying up medical supplies and that hospitals and health centres may have

to close.

#    Kenyan port authorities said on Friday that they were holding 19

containers and nine other cases of cargo destined for Bujumbura. More than

45,000 tonnes of Burundian imports and 3,000 tonnes of exports were

handled at the port of Mombasa last year. Most of Burundi's trade,

however, goes through Tanzania. By the weekend, around 9,500 tonnes of

goods, including 2,000 tonnes of humanitarian aid, were blocked at Kigoma

on the Tanzanian shore of Lake Tanganyika.

     Tanzania was the first country in the region to implement the

agreements reached at the 31 July Arusha Summit, with an announcement in

early August that all trade and other economic links with Burundi had been

cut. Kenya, Uganda and, after some conflicting signals, Rwanda followed

suit. On Friday Zaire announced that air, land and water links with

Burundi had been suspended. Other countries applying sanctions include

Ethiopia, Malawi, Cameroon and South Africa. South Africa also agreed on 7

August to send a special envoy to help coordinate multilateral efforts to

end the crisis in Burundi. The OAU announced on 5 August that it was

withdrawing its contingent of 40 military observers from Burundi.

     The UN Security Council has yet to take a stand on whether it will

support the sanctions. So far, Canada is the only western government which

has expressed unreserved support. In a statement issued on 8 August,

Canada praised "the firm and courageous stand" of the region's heads of

state and said that Canada stood ready with other donors to support

reconstruction in Burundi, but that there must be stability and peace for

this effort to succeed.  British Overseas Development Minister Lynda

Chalker cancelled a visit to Burundi saying that it was "not prudent" for

her to travel to Bujumbura in view of the sanctions. Chalker made a three

day visit to Rwanda and also visited Uganda. On 9 August the US Embassy in



Bujumbura advised US nationals to leave. France has said that it did not

want to comment on the measures agreed by neighbouring countries as it was

"a private responsibility".

     Belgian airline, Sabena, the only airline still flying to Bujumbura,

announced on Saturday that next Tuesday's flight may be the last for

several weeks. Air France cancelled its weekend flight from Paris to

Bujumbura via Nairobi. Rwandan Air and Ethiopian Airlines have also

suspended flights to Bujumbura.

#    Hutu rebels have been accused by the Burundi Army of killing as many

as 32 civilians and wounding 28 more in Cibitoke province on Friday night.

No independant reports of the new massacre have yet been received. Last

week Amnesty International released a report claiming that the Burundi

government killed at least 110 unarmed civilians on 26 July in Carama,

near Bujumbura and an unknown number in Giheta in Gitega province a few

days later. These charges follow allegations in a UN report that the Army

killed thousands of Hutu civilians between April and July.  The Army has

denied the accusations, but a minister in the new government admitted that

there were people in the army "who did not have clean hands".

#    Burundi's new President Pierre Buyoya said that he was ready to talk

with rebel groups if they showed signals that they are ready to denounce

"the violence and ideology of genocide" and lay down their weapons.  The

leader of the National Council for the Defence of Democracy (CNDD/FDD),

Leonard Nyangoma has said that he is prepared to meet with the President

if he (Buyoya) is not implicated in the assassination of Burundi's first

democratically elected president in October 1993. The UN has prepared a

report identifying those responsible for the assassination of former

president, Melchior Ndadaye during a failed coup, but the report has not

yet been published.

     The Burundi regime, meanwhile, announced at the weekend that it will

set up a transitional National Assembly that will include members of the

previous legislative assembly which was suspended following the 25 July

coup. A bill creating the transitional assembly is expected to be adopted

during the next ministerial meeting.



#    Rwandan refugees continued to head home from northern Burundi last

week, but movements slowed down considerably on Saturday when only 50

refugees signed up for repatriation. By 10 August, UNHCR reports that more

than 23,000 Rwandan refugees had returned to Rwanda from Burundi since the

beginning of the month - some 8,600 or so returning on Thursday. UNHCR

also says that it expects large numbers of refugees to continue

repatriating in the coming week. In July, 15,000 Rwandans were forcibly

expelled from camps in northern Burundi by the Burundi government. About

45,000 Rwandan refugees remain in Burundi.

#    Rwanda's National Assembly passed a bill on 9 August that opens the

way for trials of more than 80,000 detainees accused of participating in

the genocide. The bill, which covers the judicial treatment of inquiries

into genocide, has been the subject of much debate and dozens of

revisions. The bill was adopted by 47 votes in favour, with one against

and five abstentions. The legislation must now be put before the

constitutional court before it is promulgated by Rwanda's president.

#    The publishing director of a pro-Hutu Rwandan newspaper has been

arrested by the Rwandan government one week after a journalist with the

same publication was detained by the authorities. The press freedom

organisation, Reporters sans Frontieres have denounced the arrests.

#    Fourteen bus passengers were killed and another 30 injured in two

separate attacks outside the northern district capital of Gulu. Rebels of

the Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) are accused of the killings. The group is

also reported to have killed at least 24 more people during a clash with

Government forces in the Gulu area. Earlier this week Uganda announced

that it had stepped up its fight against the rebel group by making

sweeping changes in top military ranks and increased defence spending.

#    A court in Kinshasa has given two year jail terms to two Russian

pilots whose plane crashed into a Zairian market in January killing more

than 300 people. The two pilots were found guilty of manslaughter. The

court ruled that the Zairian firms, African Air and SCIBE Airlifting, as

owner and charterer were legally responsible for compensating the victims.

#    Zaire's supreme court was scheduled to begin hearing a challenge on



Friday to the legality of the Government of Prime Minister Kengo wa Dondo.

Opposition leaders say that President Mobutu Sese Seko acted illegally

when he named Mr. Kengo to head a government two years ago.
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     Weekly Roundup of Main Events in the Great Lakes region

                       12 - 18 August 1996

#    Regional foreign ministers on Friday tightened sanctions against

Burundi and banned members of Burundi's new military-backed regime from

travelling within the region. At a meeting in Kampala, Uganda, the foreign

ministers of Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Rwanda and Zaire, with

representatives of the governments of Ethiopia, Zambia and Cameroon

(representing the OAU) agreed that only human medicines and "emergency

basic food aid for Rwandan refugees in Burundi" would be exempted from



sanctions imposed at the Arusha II summit on 31 July.  A Regional

Sanctions Coordinating Committee, meeting in Kenya, is to be established,

composed of Ambassadors/High Commissioners of participating countries with

bases in Kenya, representatives of Kenya, Rwanda, Zambia and

representatives from National Focal Points; the OAU Chairman and the OAU

Secretariat. The first meeting will be held on 31 August.

     UN officials said on Saturday that they were seeking clarification of

the decision to exempt only food for refugees.  UN representatives and aid

workers fear that this decision will further incite ethnic tensions and

result in attacks on aid convoys. In the past, WFP food convoys have been

hijacked and looted and aid workers attacked following accusations that

refugees were fed at the expense of local people. Humanitarian agencies

also fear that epidemics and other health hazards will increase because of

a shortage of medical supplies brought on by the sanctions.  A WFP convoy

loaded with food for refugees and internally displaced persons, meanwhile,

was able to reach Burundi via Tanzania on Wednesday. This was the first

humanitarian cargo to be exempted by Tanzania from sanctions.

     Following Friday's meeting in Kampala, the Presidents of Rwanda and

Uganda defended the decision to implement sanctions and condemned what

they called political extremism in the region. At a joint news conference

in Kampala, they urged Burundi's military leader to restore security,

parliament and political parties. Uganda and Rwanda had been seen by

diplomats as possible weak links in upholding the sanctions. Tanzania and

Zaire also agreed on Saturday to take action to halt smuggling to Burundi

from Lake Tanganyika which links the three countries. Zambia announced on

Friday that it had joined the sanctions and would stop handling imports

and exports through its lake port of Mpulungu with immediate effect.

     As the effect of sanctions began to be felt in Burundi, petrol ration

coupons were introduced on Tuesday to conserve stocks of fuel. Private

cars have been limited to just 20 litres of fuel per month.

#    Burundi's now banned Frodebu party has rejected plans by Burundi's

new leader, Pierre Buyoya, for a three year transitional government.

Buyoya said that he needed this time to restore civil institutions and

save the country from genocide. Buyoya's plans, announced on Wednesday,



also called for a national debate on the country's future. Buyoya had

indicated his willingness to include all political groups in the debate.

The leader of Burundi's National Council for the Defence of Democracy,

Leonard Nyangoma, said on Friday that he would never take part in open

debate with the present regime.

#    Burundi's new regime scoffed on Friday at a proposal by opposition

parties to set up a Government in exile. Jean Minani, chairman of Frodebu,

said that the idea of transferring the seat of power to Dar-es-Salaam had

not been excluded. A spokesperson for the Burundi regime said that such a

government could only ever be self-proclaimed. Meanwhile, Burundi's

President prior to the coup, Sylvestre Ntibantunganya, who continues to

seek sanctuary in the United States Ambassador's residence in Bujumbura,

has declared that he is still the president. In Nairobi, Frodebu officials

said that Ntibantunganya has appointed three roving Ambassadors to defend

his government before the international community. The ousted President

has also called on all Ambassadors appointed by his government to stay in

their posts and ignore decisions taken by Buyoya.

#    The Burundian Army has been accused by Frodebu of massacring more

than 4,750 civilians since the coup on 25 July. Most of these killings are

said to have taken place in Giheta in Gitega province. The Army is also

accused of shooting dead some 25 Hutu students at Mwaro Secondary School

on 9 August and killing 51 school children and villagers in Cibitoke the

next day. A report by Amnesty International cites an incident on 7 August

in which soldiers were reported to have aided or condoned a massacre of

around 200 Hutus. The Army has denied the massacres but has admitted that

it has been carrying out a crackdown against rebels in some areas. Aid

workers have confirmed that the Army killed at least 23 people on 26 July

in Giheta commune in Gitega, but there has been no independent

confirmation of other alleged massacres. Clashes between the Army and

suspected rebels, however, are reported in the central western province of

Muramwya and the central region of Gitega.

#    Three Rwandan refugees were shot dead outside Magara refugee camp in

Ngozi, northeast Burundi at the weekend following a riot in the camp

during a repatriation operation. Stones were hurled on Saturday by a crowd

of refugees at Burundian troops and aid workers during voluntary



repatriation. Three refugees were wounded when soldiers shot into the air

in an attempt to disperse the crowd. It appears the three refugees who

were killed were apprehended as they were leaving the camp later that

night. Around 2,600 refugees are reported to have returned to Rwanda

voluntarily on Saturday and a further 1,800 on Sunday. This brings the

total number of Rwandans left in the Burundi camps to around 40,000.

#    The Burundi regime said on Friday that it welcomed a UN report into

the 1993 assassination of Burundi's first democratically elected

president, Melchior Ndadaye, even though it implicates senior Army

officers. The UN report points a figure at Col. Jean Bikomagu, the Army

Chief of Staff and other officers in the planning, execution and aftermath

of the October 1993 coup attempt and Ndadaye's subsequent assassination.

The report says, however, that there is insufficient evidence to bring any

specific person to trial. The report also accuses Frodebu politicians of

organising massacres of Tutsi civilians shortly after the 1993 attempted

coup. Nine of the people suspected of being involved in the coup attempt

fled to Uganda and were jailed. All but one were freed when their

detention was challenged.

#    Sixteen non-essential UN personnel and four family members were flown

out of Bujumbura on Saturday on board two UN-chartered planes. Their

departure leaves 140 UN staff in Burundi. The last two international

commercial flights into and from Burundi via Sabena Airline left on

Tuesday transporting some 400 people out of the country. Among them was

the wife of former president Ntibantunganya.

#    UN sources and aid agencies are said to have confirmed the killing of

around 150 people in northwest Rwanda during clashes between Rwandan

troops and Hutu "rebels". This follows last week's report by Amnesty

International that reprisal killings of civilians, including women and

children, by Rwandan troops and rebels were increasing. Aid agency sources

in Kibilira, Gisenyi said that 24 civilians were reported to have been

killed in a series of attacks by the RPA in nearby hills. A RPA spokesman

said that he was unaware of incidents in the area apart from one when 13

civilians were killed in cross fire. Five former Rwandan army soldiers

also died.



     In its report released last Tuesday, Amnesty International said that

between April and July 1996 more than 650 civilians had been killed and

that the RPA appeared to be "using the need to fight the enemy as a

pretext for eliminating people whose presence or influence was perceived

as a threat to the current Government".

#    Theoneste Bagosora and Andre Ntagerura, both detained in Yaounde,

Cameroon have been indicted by the Prosecutor for the International

Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda on genocide-related crimes in Rwanda in 1994.

The indictment charges Bagosora, the former Chief of Cabinet at the

Ministry of Defence, with serious violations of humanitarian international

law. Ntagerura, who was former Minister of Transport and Communications

and a prominent member of the former ruling party, the Mouvement

republicain pour la democratie et le developpement, the MRDD, is charged

inter alia with genocide, conspiracy to commit genocide and crimes against

humanity. The transfer of the accused to detention facilities in Arusha,

Tanzania - where they will be tried - will take place as soon as the

President of Cameroon authorizes it. A total of 20 suspects have already

been indicted by the Tribunal.

#    Relatives of the 10 Belgian peace-keepers killed at the start of the

Rwandan genocide in 1994 are in Rwanda to pay their respects to those that

died. On Sunday, the 13 relatives visited the residence of former Rwandan

prime minister, Agathe Uwilingiyimana, who was being protected by the

Belgian peace-keepers shortly before her murder. The relatives also laid

wreaths at the barracks of Camp Kigali where the ten peace-keepers were

executed.

#    The Rwandan government has asked to join the Inter-Governmental

Authority on Drought and Desertification (IGADD) and the East African

Cooperation in an effort to boost the country's economic recovery. The

request was announced by Rwandan President, Pasteur Bizimungu, on the end

of a four day visit to Kampala last week.

#    A newly created rebel group in Uganda appealed last Monday to the UN

for the creation of safe havens for the indigenous people of Uganda's

western region of Karamoja. The group, called the Equatorial Nine Peoples

Liberation Army (ENPLA), claims that the government of Uganda is carrying



out a genocide against the Dodo, Nyangea, Napore, Menning and Ik tribes of

northern Karamoja. The ENPLA has called on the people of Karamoja to take

up arms and fight for regional autonomy.

     In an extraordinary session, the Ugandan Parliament ordered its

select committee on defence and internal affairs on Friday to investigate

insurgency by the Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) in the northern parts of

the country and make recommendations on how to resolve the conflict. LRA

rebels say that they are fighting to overthrow Ugandan President Yoweri

Museveni, but have killed hundreds of civilians this year. Museveni has

refused to heed opposition and church calls to hold peace talks with the

LRA and recently announced a stepped up fight against rebel groups. This

includes sweeping changes in top military ranks, as well an increased

defence budget. At the weekend, angry crowds are reported to have stoned

to death four members of the LRA following an attack by the armed rebels

on the railway station in the northern town of Gulu. Uganda's independent

newspaper, The Monitor, says that the death toll in the conflict between

the Army and the LRA has reached 327 in the last two weeks - 255 of these

civilians. Another 27 people, including 23 students, have been abducted

during the same period.

#    The Ugandan government, faced with a critical power shortage, said on

Saturday that it was reviewing a suspended US$ 82 million contract to

extend a hydro-electric power plant, 80 kilometers east of Kampala. The

contract, with a Chinese company, was suspended last year after the

Ugandan authorities complained about shoddy work.

#    Fresh doubts were being voiced last week about the credibility of

Uganda's new parliament following a statement denouncing the 27 June

parliamentary elections as undemocratic. President Museveni's senior

advisor on legal matters, Professor George Kanyeihamba speaking to

electoral commissioners and officials said that democracy had been

sacrificed on the altar of corruption. The criticism follows that of

opposition leaders and is reported to be a further blow to an exercise

already condemned as flawed.

#    Zairian President Mobuto Sese Seko is reported to be in a clinic in

Lausanne, Switzerland for medical tests. A Swiss official said that Mobuto



had been granted his visa to Switzerland for "medical reasons", but would

not disclose the nature of the treatment.

#    Zairian Prime Minister Leon Kengo wa Dondo will meet his Rwandan

counterpart in Kigali, Rwanda on Tuesday for talks on the Rwandan refugees

in Zaire. Around 1.1 million Rwandan refugees remain in Zaire, most of

them having fled there after the 1994 genocide in Rwanda. Zaire has said

that all Rwandan refugees must return to their own country before

scheduled elections in Zaire in 1997.

#    Contributions to the UN Consolidated Fund-Raising Document for the

Great Lakes region for 1 January - 31 December 1996 now stand at US$

441,798,472 - some 60% of the total US$ 685,069,151 requested. The largest

donor is the USA which has contributed some 34.57% of the total receipts

(full details available from IRIN).
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       Weekly Roundup of Main Events in the Great Lakes region

                           19 - 25 August 1996

# Zaire and Rwanda agreed on Thursday to a speedy and total repatriation

of the more than one million Rwandan refugees currently living in Kivu

region of eastern Zaire. The announcement was made in a press conference

organized by Zaire's Prime Minister Kengo wa Dondo and Rwanda's Prime

Minister Pierre-Celestin Rwigema. Kengo wa Dondo said the repatriation

process would go ahead "rapidly" and would be "massive, organised and

unconditional". The aim would be to ensure the return of all Rwandan



refugees to Rwanda before Zaire's electoral process gets underway in May

1997.

The full statement said that the Government of Zaire would begin "the

progressive closure of the camps and ensure the rapid repatriation of

Rwandan refugees" while the Rwandan Government would take measures to

welcome and install them in Rwanda. The two Governments also agreed to

organize visits to refugee camps and transit camps and to pursue

operations "to separate intimidators from innocent people". It was later

reported that Zaire had expelled 28 Rwandans to Rwanda on Wednesday,

accusing them of being intimidators.

The UNHCR on Friday stated its opposition to any attempt to forcibly

repatriate Rwandan refugees from Zaire. Fernando del Mundo, UNHCR's

spokesman, said that UNHCR was "not going to be part of any forced

repatriation" and that the agency had not been informed about the

discussions between the two Governments. Mr del Mundo recalled that both

Governments had committed themselves in the past to resolve the refugee

issue on the basis of voluntary repatriation and not expulsions.  "These

are our standards", he said.

# Some 6,000 Rwandan refugees returned to Rwanda from Burundi on Thursday,

leaving Magara camp and crossing the border during the night. This left

only 220 refugees remaining in the camp. UNHCR planned to distribute a

five day food ration to these people on Friday and had no plans to

transfer these people to Rukuramigabo camp. This brings to over 50,000 the

number of Rwandan refugees who have returned to Rwanda from Burundi since

the beginning of August.

# By Sunday night there were only 10,720 Rwandan refugees remaining in

Burundi, 10,500 of whom in Rukuramigabo camp. 2,100 refugees returned to

Rwanda from Wednesday to Saturday. [UNHCR reports that up to 4,000

refugees left from Rukuramigabo on Monday, 26 August 1996.] As of Friday

there were 17,000 people living in the Butare transit camp. They are being

transferred to their home communes on a daily basis.

# More than 6,000 people have been killed in Burundi since the July 25

coup, according to Amnesty International. Amnesty said that it had learnt



that at least 4,050 civilians were extrajudicially executed between July

27 and August 10 by Burundi Government forces in Giheta district of Gitega

province. "We are disturbed that as many people have been massacred since

the coup as were reported killed in the previous three months", Amnesty

said. The Amnesty figures are similar to claims by FRODEBU, made on

August 16, that the Army had massacred 5,000 Hutu civilians since the

coup.

# A spokesman for Burundi's leader Pierre Buyoya on Thursday denied the

findings in the Amnesty report. According to Reuters, Jean-Luc Ndizeye

said, "Amnesty International is either completely misguided or is falling

into a propaganda trap. I am positive that they are misinformed and that

these numbers are outrageous".

# A WFP convoy of four trucks arrived in Ngozi from Tanzania on Sunday

carrying relief food (rice and nutritional biscuits) and medicines. A

cargo plane carrying 24 tonnes of drugs and medical materials from MSF

France arrived in Bujumbura from Nairobi on Thursday afternoon. The French

relief agency plans to use the drugs to supply dispensaries in several

locations around the country and says that these will assist more than one

million people over the next three months. The MSF-chartered flight

represents the first relief supplies to reach Burundi by air since the

embargo imposed by Regional Governments was put in place. Rebel groups,

meanwhile, were reported to be trying to impose a blockade in Bujumbura by

dissuading peasant farmers from providing food. Aid workers said on

Thursday that they had been told of death threats against farmers.

# Burundi's regime reiterated its opposition to UN proposals for a

multinational force in Burundi on Tuesday, following a statement in

support of the proposal by Dr Boutros-Ghali on Monday. Jean-Luc Ndizeye,

spokesman for Pierre Buyoya said, "we are against the sending of foreign

troops. We are not surprised by Boutros-Ghali's declaration but we are

opposed to it."  He added, "This approach does not take into account the

reality in Burundi. It is up to we Burundians to take our destiny in

hand."

# The comments come in the wake of the UN Secretary-General's latest

report to the Security Council, in which Dr Boutros-Ghali stated that "the



international community must allow for the possibility that the worst may

happen and that genocide may occur in Burundi. In that case, whatever

Governments may think now, military intervention to save lives might

become an inescapable imperative."

The report acknowledged, however, that previous efforts to find countries

willing to take the lead in mobilizing and organizing such a force had met

with little response. Two proposals had been considered by UN Member

States, a peace-keeping operation and a force for humanitarian

intervention deployed under Chapter VII of the Charter of the United

Nations. Some 86 Member States had been approached regarding a

contribution to the peacekeeping proposal, of which 20 had replied, 14

positively and 6 negatively. On the humanitarian intervention force

proposal, nearly 50 countries were approached, of whom 21 replied, and 11

declined to participate. Of the 10 positive replies, only three member

states offered troops.

Dr Boutros-Ghali was critical of the coup d'etat of July 25, stating that

"the forceful overthrow of the legal Government will not solve the

problems of Burundi. It will reinforce the fears of one side and

strengthen extremists on both sides. It will increase violence and add to

the suffering of the Burundian people. It thus makes political dialogue

all the more imperative."

On sanctions, the report suggests that they "should not be seen as an

instrument of punishment, nor should they be allowed to add to the

hardship of the suffering people of Burundi. They are, as always, a means

to an end. The end in this case is the opening of serious negotiations for

a political settlement." Consultations on establishing humanitarian

exemptions continue.

# UNICEF will suspend its operations in Burundi at the end of next week

unless Regional Governments relax sanctions, according to a Reuters news

report on Friday. The news agency quoted Michel Sidibe, UNICEF's

Representative in Burundi, as saying that "at the end of next week...

UNICEF will stop working for lack of of fuel and as a result our entire

immunisation programme for the year will be wiped out".



# The UN Human Rights Field Office in Rwanda published a report on

Thursday revealing that 365 people died in various armed incidents in

Rwanda in July. The report said that 226 of these were caused by "agents

of the state" including the RPA, which killed 182 people in operations

against Hutu insurgents. `Interahamwe' guerillas killed 45 people, while

the responsibility for the deaths of the remaining 94 persons could not be

established. Some 220 of these deaths occured in Gisenyi prefecture. The

report also showed that the authorities had released 866 detainees last

month and had arrested 2,769. Rwanda's total prison population at the end

of July was 78,510, of whom 52,678 were in prisons and the rest in

makeshift detention centres.

# Rebels from the Lord's Resistance Army abducted 89 young people in

Uganda's Gulu district in two separate incidents last week. On Monday they

took 39 students from a mixed secondary school in Gulu, while on Friday

they abducted 50 young girls from three villages in the district.

According to a report in the New Vision newspaper, the rebels had moved

from village to village telling residents they wanted young girls to take

back with them to their jungle bases.

# The UN High Commissioner for Human Rights will establish a UN Centre

for Human Rights in Zaire in the near future. Two human rights experts

will be based in Kinshasa with a brief to study developments in the

country and advise officials there. The announcement follows an agreement

signed in Geneva by Jose Ayala Lasso, UN High Commissioner for Human

Rights and N'Singa Udjuu, Zaire's Justice Minister.
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     Weekly Roundup of Main Events in the Great Lakes region

                   26 August - 1 September 1996

#  The United Nations Security Council has given Burundi's new regime two

months to hold broad-based peace talks or face punitive measures. In a

resolution adopted unanimously on Friday, the Council expressed support

for the sanctions imposed by Burundi's neighbours and other African states



following the military-backed coup d'etat on 25 July.  The Council called

on all Burundian factions to stop hostilities and to initiate immediately

unconditional negotiations "with a view to reaching a comprehensive

political settlement". The resolution provides for the Council to review

Burundi's compliance with its demands on 31 October. Punitive measures may

include an arms embargo or other sanctions. France, which finally voted in

favour of the resolution, had fought a paragraph expressing strong support

for the efforts of regional leaders, including the 31 July Arusha meeting

where sanctions were declared. A proposal for an immediate arms embargo

was also gradually watered down during negotiations on the text.

     Burundi's new leader, Pierre Buyoya, said on Saturday that while he

was ready to negotiate with Hutu rebels if they put down their arms, a

decision on war or peace in Burundi would not be made by the UN Security

Council.

#    Heavy fighting was reported in Gatara village in the northwest

province of Kayanza and nearly a dozen government buildings were looted

and burned on Saturday - one day before Burundi's new prime minister was

due to visit. The fighting was reported on the state-run radio. No

casualty figures were released. Rebels also continued to block the main

road north from Bujumbura to the Rwandan border. Attacks in Kayanza region

were also stepped up during the week. Two truck drivers were burned alive

in their vehicles during a series of ambushes on the country's main

national route one which runs through Kayanza.

#    Hutu peasants have accused the Burundian Army and Tutsi militia of

killing more than 70 civilians in Murengeza village, about 20 kilometres

north of Bujumbura. Eye-witnesses said that the Army and militia group,

the Sans Echecs, shot, burned and used machetes to kill the villagers on

25 August during an operation to clear out rebels from the area. The Army

says its troops killed 10 Hutu rebels but has denied slaughtering

civilians. The human rights group, Amnesty International claimed last week

that the Army had killed more than 4,000 unarmed civilians between 27 July

and 10 August in the central district of Giheta.

     Radio Burundi reported on Thursday that the new regime had asked the

UN High Commissioner for Human Rights to substantially increase the number



of human rights monitors deployed in Burundi. Currently there are only

five international human rights monitors funded by the EU.

#    Officials at Burundi's state run electricity company told Reuters

that rebels had pulled down pylons as engineers were about to restore

power to Burundi's capital, Bujumbura. The city has largely been without

power since Saturday 24 August when rebels cut power lines in northern

Bubanza province. The acts of sabotage have forced the capital to draw on

dwindling fuel stocks for generators to keep water supplies, hospitals and

schools running. As sanctions entered their second month, there were fresh

warnings from doctors that a health disaster was imminent, particularly

amongst the country's most vulnerable groups. Sanctions have forced the

government to ration fuel and the cost of imported foods and goods have

soared.

     The regional committee established to monitor the sanctions will meet

for the first time this coming week in Arusha, Tanzania. The committee,

comprising the Ambassadors and High Commissioners to Kenya of Tanzania,

Uganda, Ethiopia, Rwanda, Zambia and Zaire will meet together with

officials from the OAU. The mandate of the committee is to monitor the

effect of sanctions. Under the terms of the sanctions only human medicines

and food for Rwandan refugees are exempt. UN agencies and other

humanitarian partners are continuing to press for a range of humanitarian

goods and materials for Burundi's vulnerable groups.

     The Council for the Defence of Democracy (CNDD), meanwhile, has

denied threatening to attack planes breaking the air embargo. A spokesman

for the CNDD said that no unilateral action on the ground or the air would

be taken without prior consultation with the regional sanctions committee.

WFP's internal flights, halted for two days were due to resume this coming

week.

#    The African Football Confederation (CAF) confirmed on Wednesday that

Burundi had been disqualified from the African Nations Cup following the

team's inability to travel for a qualifying round against Central African

Republic.

#    Former Tanzanian president, Julius Nyerere, chief mediator of the



Burundi crisis met with Italian Catholic peace organisation, Sant'Egidio

in Rome on Wednesday. The organisation has been nominated for the Nobel

peace prize for its work. Sant'Egidio representatives also met with Howard

Wolpe, the US special representative to Burundi who was in Rome prior to

vacationing in Italy. Nyerere and Wolpe also met in Rome on Wednesday. A

source close to the meeting said that the two agreed that an "exceptional

diplomatic effort" was required to bring forward acceptable proposals to

defuse the conflict in Burundi.

#    A planned three-day census of Rwandan refugees in Goma, eastern Zaire

was suspended on Sunday following what was described as "a highly

organised and orchestrated" boycott by the refugees. No violence was

reported but in Katale camp two sites where the census was supposed to

have taken place were destroyed and plastic sheeting was stolen in Mugunga

camp. UNHCR says that the census was organised to establish how many

refugees were in the area so that aid could be better directed in the face

of shortage of donor funds. Earlier, the Rwandan Hutu refugee

organisation, the Rally for the Return of Refugees and Democracy in Rwanda

(RDR), had called on refugees to be calm and had asked UNHCR to avoid any

"policing approach" and to calm refugees by explaining the aim of the

operation. The RDR said the refugees feared the census because they

believed it could be used to help force them back to Rwanda. Zaire and

Rwanda recently announced plans for "an organised, massive and

unconditional repatriation" of the 1.1 million Rwandan refugees in Zaire.

#    A statement issued by the UN Human Rights Field Operation in Rwanda

says that the Rwandan Patriotic Army killed at least 111 people, many of

them unarmed civilians, during sweeps carried out in five communes in

Ruhengeri prefecture between 6-8 August.  Some former soldiers, militia

and cross border infiltrators were allegedly amongst those who were

killed. About 300 males were arrested during the sweep, fifty-two of whom

were still missing on 28 August. The regional Army commander says that

civilian deaths occurred because people attempted to flee, resisted arrest

or were caught in cross-fire between the RPA and insurgents.

#    The Rally for the Return of Refugees and Democracy in Rwanda (RDR)

accused the Government of Rwanda this week of terrorist acts on Rwandan

refugees in Kenya. The RDR called on the international community for



assistance and said that hit squads had been sent to many foreign capitals

including Nairobi. It claimed that during the last three weeks four trucks

belonging to Rwandan refugees in Kenya had been burned by people it

suspected of being in the pay of the Rwandan government. The RDR statement

also said there had been five assassination attempts on Rwandan refugees

in Kenya last year. The Resistance Forces for Democracy (FRD), a group

formed by former Rwandan Primer Minister Faustin Twagiramungu, on Tuesday

also accused the Rwandan government of forming hit squads to assassinate

Rwandan leaders in exile.

#    A former Rwanda prefet, who is wanted in Rwanda, pleaded not guilty

to being involved in the 1994 genocide in Rwanda and other related crimes

at a court in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso, on Wednesday. Colonel Alphonse

Ntezilyayo is charged that while he was prefet of Butare he held meetings

of Hutu Interahamwe militias and the presidential guard to plan massacres,

helped killers escape to a safe zone controlled by French troops and later

used death threats to force other Hutus to leave Rwanda. At his

extradition hearing, Ntezilyayo said that he had only been prefet in

Butare from 20 June to 2 July. The court will deliver its opinion on 4

September, but his extradition to Rwanda can only be ordered by Burkina

Faso's President, Blaise Compaore.

     Swiss authorities said on Wednesday that they had arrested a former

Rwandan mayor now living in Switzerland on suspicion of violating human

rights during the genocide. The man was not named, but the investigation

is proceeding.

#    Zairian President, Mobutu Sese Seko remained in Switzerland this

week, reportedly after undergoing an operation for cancer of the prostate.

Officials at the hospital where Mobutu is being treated would not confirm

the operation. An official statement from Zaire said that Zaire's Prime

Minister Kengo wa Dondo had an operation to remove a lipoma (a tumour made

of fatty tissue) in a Swiss clinic while visiting Mobutu last week. Kengo

has reportedly resumed his normal activities and met with the deputy High

Commissioner for Refugees in Geneva on Saturday. Last week, Swiss

television alleged that Mobutu had left Switzerland with 1.5 million Swiss

francs (US$ 1.2 million) in unpaid bills.  The bills are said to relate to

the rental of buildings, caterers, insurance companies and contractors



working on the Mobutu's lakeside mansion.

#    Tanzania has earmarked 128 state owned firms for privitisation as

part of its economic reforms. 31 of the firms will be sold by the end of

September, increasing to 78 by the end of the year. Tanzania is also

scheduled to open a stock exchange by the end of the month. Tanzania began

embarking in privitisation in 1993 as part of western backed economic

reforms, but critics say progress has been too slow and dogged by

corruption.

#    Petrol and diesel fuel prices in Tanzania were increased by up to

4.35% at the weekend. The Tanzanian Petroleum Development Corporation says

that this increase reflects higher world oil prices. Premium petrol now

costs 360 shillings (US$ O.58) a litre - up from 345 shillings. Diesel

costs 285 shillings (US$0.46) up from 276 shillings.

#   Rebels of the Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) rebels are accused of

holding more than 200 Ugandan youth hostage. The youngsters have been

kidnapped from villages in the north of Uganda. The rebel's leader, Joseph

Kony has been reported as saying that the LRA will abduct 10,000 Ugandans

to Sudan for military training. Uganda's Minister of State for Foreign

Affairs is reported to have left Uganda at the weekend for Khartoum, Sudan

as part of ongoing attempts to normalise relationships between the two

countries.

#   A leading African politician said on Friday that an African campaign

to have the continent's massive external debts written off or at least

reduced is gaining support from Western donors. Kwesi Botchway, the

economic committee chairman of the Global Coalition for Africa said

officials from creditor institutions who attended last week's GCA meeting

supported the initiative to grant debt relief to the heavily indebted

African countries. Botchway, the former Ghanaian finance minister, said

that the 33 least developed countries in sub-Saharan Africa owed around

US$ 164 billion out of Africa's total US$ 223 billion external debt for

1995.

[ENDS]
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     Weekly Roundup of Main Events in the Great Lakes region

                      2 - 8 September 1996

#  The Regional Sanctions Coordinating Committee (RSCC) met for the first

time on Friday and decided that sanctions on Burundi should be `strictly

maintained' while also agreeing to allow UN agencies to bring in emergency

relief items, personnel and fuel to enable them to address `genuine



humanitarian concerns'. The decision to continue with sanctions was

explicitly linked to the failure of the Buyoya regime to meet `any of the

conditions set by the Arusha II Summit of 31st July 1996, namely: (a) the

restoration of Parliament; (b) the unbanning of political parties;  (c)

the immediate and unconditional negotiations with all groups within and

outside the country.' Earlier in the week in a press conference in

Nairobi, Julius Nyerere - former Tanzanian president and the main mediator

in the peace talks - suggested that sanctions might be relaxed once

Burundi's new regime began serious negotiations with Hutu rebels.

The RSCC decided to allow UN agencies to bring in `baby foods and other

essential requirements including personal hygiene provisions for infants

and hospital patients', `emergency medical and laboratory supplies' and

`limited quantities of kerosene for the cold chains for vaccines'. The

Sanctions Committee also agreed to allow a restricted number of UN flights

to and from Bujumbura, emergency flights to be authorized by the National

Sanctions Committees on a case by case basis, restricted road access to

and from Burundi for personnel from the UN and other humanitarian

agencies, and crucially the importation by UN agencies and the resident

diplomatic corps of `limited and controlled' amounts of diesel and petrol

for their own use. They will also be able to import communications

equipment for their own use.

The move has been welcomed by UN agency spokespersons as a positive step.

The UN is currently seeking clarification regarding the process for NGOs

seeking exemptions from the sanctions and how this process should relate

to the UN's own arrangements.  The next meeting of the Sanctions Committee

is set to take place on October 1 in Kigali, Rwanda.

#  Around 100 rebels were killed during several days of fighting between

government forces and rebels on the outskirts of Bujumbura. The Burundi

Army launched a sweep of the area on Wednesday after rebels lobbed mortar

shells into the capital and shot into the air in the surrounding hills as

part of a warning that "they could attack the capital at any time". Two

helicopter gun ships and a light plane armed with rockets and heavy

machine guns were used by the Army during the sweep. The Army is reported

to have lost three soldiers in the fighting. Aid workers said that more

than 1,000 peasants fled from the hills during the operation to displaced



persons camps in the capital. Two sites on the northern outskirts of

Bujumbura are now home to about 10,000 displaced persons of Hutu ethnicity.

#  The World Food Programme (WFP) issued rations on Thursday to some

16,000 people affected by recent fighting in Kayanza province. Army

reinforcements had been brought into the province following reports that

rebels killed 10 people in a camp for displaced Tutsis, the local communal

administrator and a soldier during an attack on Tuesday. By Thursday

fighting was reported around Butwe, which is situated between the towns of

Ngozi and Kayanza near the main Rwanda-Burundi highway.

Rebel leaders said earlier in the week that they were trying to stop goods

blocked by sanctions from being transported across the border from Rwanda.

A truck carrying beer was ambushed near the western town of Rutegama and

three people in the truck were killed. Some rebel activity was also

reported to be taking place in the south of the country.

#  Bujumbura lost two thirds of its electricity last week as a result of

power lines being cut. The price of imported food has soared. Rebels

have also been trying to persuade farmers not to take their produce to

Bujumbura to sell in the markets.

#  Twenty-two FRODEBU parliamentarians resident in Tanzania issued a

statement on Tuesday in which they expressed support for the armed

opposition organized by the CNDD and FDD. The same day three FRODEBU

members of parliament resident in Kenya issued a similar statement of

support for the rebels. The three parliamentarians said that the 25 July

coup which brought Major Buyoya to power had "ended any chance of a

political and peaceful solution to the Burundian conflict".

#  A US air force C-141 flew 31 foreign residents out of Bujumbura on

Wednesday. The flight included Americans, Belgians, Britons, French

people, Indians, Pakistanis, South Africans and Tanzanians and they had

to pay for their own seats. The plane left some 50 Americans working in

Burundi, down from about 100 two months ago.

#  Major Pierre Buyoya's wife and two children as well as three officials

from the Burundi regime were forced to return to Bujumbura after having



flown out of Burundi to Entebbe in Uganda. The officials had reportedly

intended to deliver a message to the regional states and the family

members were heading for Europe, but Uganda blocked their travel as part

of the regional sanctions imposed on 31 July.

#  Fourteen people were killed and more than 75 wounded in a hand grenade

attack in Cyangugu on August 17, according to a UN HRFOR statement on

Tuesday. Spokeswoman Marie van der Elst said the deaths and injuries

occured when unidentified attackers tossed three hand grenades into a

market in Nyakabuye. The UN HRFOR is undertaking investigations to try to

determine who was responsible for the attack.

#  A Burkina Faso court on Wednesday turned down a request for the

extradition of a Rwandan army officer accused of involvement in Rwanda's

genocide in 1994. The court in Ouagadougou ruled against the public

prosecutor's demand that Alphonse N'Teziliyayo be extradited to the

International Tribunal in Arusha. Mr N'Teziliyayo, a lieutenant-colonel in

Rwanda's former government army, has been accused by the Rwandan

Government of being one the main leaders of the interahamwe and having

supervised operations during the genocide in is his position as district

commissioner of Butare.

#  WFP warned on Thursday that some 750,000 Rwandan refugees in Goma,

eastern Zaire could face serious food shortages after the refugees

boycotted a population census in the camps. A three-day count aimed at

establishing the number of refugees in Goma was called off on Monday

when refugees refused to cooperate. WFP said that donor countries had

warned they would not fund further food supplies to the camps until the

count had been carried out. Non-emergency services were suspended for

three days by aid agencies following the boycott but by Thursday normal

activities had resumed. Camp leaders said that refugees feared that the

count was linked to recent agreements by Rwandan and Zaire officials to

close the camps before elections in Zaire in the first half of next year.

#  Five Zaireans of Banyamulenge origin were killed last week by Zairean

soldiers deployed in the hills around Uvira by the local authorities,

according to reports from local people. One man was allegedly stoned to

death in Uvira town, while four others were reported to have been killed



in villages nearby. There have also been reports that a number of people

were arrested in Uvira town and held in a military camp at Luberizi.

Amoung those who have gone missing are Catholic and Protestant priests

from the diocese of Uvira. The Banyamulenge are Zaireans of Tutsi

ethnicity who migrated into the area from the historic kingdom of Rwanda

over the course of several centuries. They appear to be being targeted

much as Zaireans of Tutsi ethnicity in North Kivu have been persecuted

over recent months and forced to flee to Rwanda.

#  The Red Cross suspended its operation in eastern Zaire for one week on

Sunday after two employees were killed and 34 injured in a land mine

blast. The incident happened on Saturday when a bus transporting Red Cross

volunteers to Kibumba camp, north of Goma town, ran over a mine which had

been planted on the road.

#  Mobutu Sese Seko, President of Zaire, had his Swiss visa extended

to allow him to stay in Switzerland following his slow recovery from an

operation for prostate cancer. It was also reported last week that Kengo

wa Dondo, the Prime Minister of Zaire, had had an operation to remove a

tumour when he visited Mobutu during the week beginning August 26. The

visits have drawn attention to the millions of dollars allegedly owed to

Swiss creditors by the Government and the Presidency. The unpaid bills

relate to the rental of buildings used by Zaire's UN mission in Geneva,

that of the Zairean embassy in Berne and a mansion for Mobutu being built

on the shores of Lake Geneva.

#  Georges Nzongola Ntalaja, the deputy chairman of Zaire's national

electoral commission (CNE) resigned on Tuesday, blaming the Government

for deliberately placing obstacles in the way of the elections. Nzongola,

the representative of Etienne Tshisekedi's opposition movement on the

CNE, said he deplored the climate of "uncertainty and tension" created by

the inability of politicians to respect deadlines ahead of the elections

due in the first half of next year, and accused the government of a "lack

of sincerity". He said that the current situation had made the work of

the CNE "very difficult, if not impossible".

#  Rebels of the Lord's Resistance Army killed about 40 people in attacks

in the suburbs of Gulu town in northern Uganda last week, according to



reports in the government-owned New Vision newspaper on Friday. The paper

said that about 60 rebels attacked Koch Ongoko and Bungatira divisions of

Gulu district on Wednesday, killing 10 people. This brought the number of

deaths resulting from their attacks to about 40 since the previous Saturday.

#  The Tanzanian Government commission charged with investigating the May

21 ferry disaster on Lake Victoria issued a report on Friday accusing the

ferry company of `gross negligence'. The report into the acccident, which

cost 700 lives, also blamed the Belgian Ship-Builders Corporation, which

supplied the ship (MV Bukoba), the Tanzanian Railway Corporation and the

Tanzanian Government. William Kusila, Transport and Communications

Minister, said, "It is not possible to pile all the blame on a single

person... it is necessary to recognise the many factors that led to the

accident in relation to each concerned party". Mr Kusila has ordered the

resumption of police investigations into the accident in order to allow a

presidential commission to further probe the disaster.
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     Weekly Roundup of Main Events in the Great Lakes region

                      9 - 15 September 1996

#  Major Pierre Buyoya, leader of Burundi's governing regime, agreed to

unban political parties and reinstitute the suspended National Assembly

according to a Radio Burundi broadcast on Thursday. The statement, read by

Pierre-Claver Ndayicariye, the Minister of Communications, said the



decision was made by the Council of Ministers in a meeting on Thursday

afternoon. The meeting decided that "the national assembly is restored

within the legal framework of the transitional institutional system" and

that "political parties and associations of a political nature are

authorised to resume their activities within the context of the law."

The move was welcomed by Boutros Boutros-Ghali, the UN Secretary-General,

as "extremely positive", while Marc Faguy, the UN Special Representative

of the Secretary-General in Burundi described it as "a step in the right

direction and an excellent response". However, the major Hutu political

and military movements were less enthusiastic. FRODEBU described the

decision as a "totally unacceptable masquerade" and said Major Buyoya was

"making fun of the Burundi people and the international community". The

CNDD described the move as "a positive step but insufficient", a statement

that surprised some observers by the moderation of its tone.

The decision was condemned by a FRODEBU MP, Joseph Ntakarutimana, speaking

on behalf of other exiled politicians. "Parliament cannot function while

most of the MPs of the majority party, FRODEBU, have been forced to go

into exile and others assassinated by the army or Tutsi militias while

their killers enjoy total impunity," he said.

An increasing number of FRODEBU MPs in exile are switching their

allegiance to the CNDD. A group of 16 FRODEBU deputies living as exiles in

Uvira, Zaire, announced their `unconditional support' for the CNDD and its

armed campaign in Burundi in a statement released on Tuesday in Nairobi.

On Tuesday 2 September, 22 FRODEBU parliamentarians in Tanzania had

announced their support for the CNDD, joining three FRODEBU

parliamentarians in Kenya.

Regional Governments who imposed the sanctions on Burundi have yet to

respond to the decision. The move meets two of the three conditions for

the suspension of sanctions laid down by the Arusha II summit on 31 July,

but not the condition that the regime undertake `immediate and

unconditional talks with all groups within and outside the country', a

clear reference to Hutu rebel groups who have been fighting the army

within the country and from bases in Zaire.



#  The Roman Catholic Archbishop of Burundi, Joachim Ruhuna, was still

missing at the end of last week and believed to have been murdered after

the discovery of his burnt car last Tuesday. His vehicle was found in a

valley near Bugendana town in Gitega province, with traces of blood and

burnt clothing beside it. A nun travelling with him was missing, but the

body of another woman was found. The Burundian army confirmed on Thursday

church reports that four other people travelling with the archbishop had

survived the attack, the archbishop's driver, a woman accountant and two

schoolgirls. The army had previously stated that only the driver had

survived.

The army reported a deacon as saying that he had discovered the burning

car on Monday shortly after the attack, with the bodies of the archbishop

and a nun burning inside. The deacon had reportedly pulled the bodies out

of the car and gone to seek help, but found the archbishop's body missing

by the time he returned.

The army blames Hutu rebels for the archbishop's death. However, the

CNDD's spokesman, Jerome Ndiho, on Wednesday denied that Hutu rebels

carried out the killing and claimed the army were responsible. Monsignor

Ruhuna, a Tutsi, was regarded as a force for moderation in Burundi and had

been an outspoken critic of violence by all parties to the conflict. His

killing has been condemned by political leaders around the world and the

Pope, who expressed his "deep pain" at the murder.

#  UN officials have welcomed the decision by the Regional Sanctions

Coordinating Committee to exempt certain classes of relief items from the

sanctions on Burundi. The decision on Friday 6 September followed concerns

from humanitarian agencies that the sweeping sanctions would bring the

whole emergency relief effort in Burundi to a halt. The full Sanctions

Committee statement, which includes details of which relief items have

been exempted, is available from IRIN.

#  Human Rights Watch (HRW) and the Federation Internationale des Ligues

des Droits de L'Homme (FIDH) called on Monday for the creation of an ad

hoc international tribunal to prosecute those charged with `massive human

rights violations in Burundi'. The human rights organizations condemned as

`shocking' the conclusion of the UN Commission of Inquiry for Burundi



report that `[t]o make the suppression of impunity a precondition for the

solution of the crisis is completely unrealistic'. They also argued that

this conclusion contradicts Security Council Resolution 1012 of August

1995 which established the Commission to `recommend legal, political and

adminstrative measures to bring to justice those responsible for the

acts'.  HRW/FIDH said that `[t]o turn away from such clear evidence of

guilt would... invite continuing violence not only in Burundi, but also

elsewhere in the world.'

#  Reports from Uvira in South Kivu, Zaire, indicate growing tension and

conflict between local authorities, local people, Zairean soldiers and

Banyamulenge, Zairean Tutsis of Rwandan expression. On Monday local people

declared Uvira town a "dead city", demonstrating against Banyamulenge and

attacking their property. This prompted large numbers of Tutsis to seek

refuge at UNHCR in Uvira. Some 220 people have since been arrested and

taken to Luberizi military camp, while at least three Tutsis and four

Zairean soldiers have been killed in the past week. Some 50 people were

expelled to Rwanda by the Zairean authorities on Saturday, most of whom

were Banyamulenge. An estimated 30 Zairean Tutsis and three Zairean

soldiers are reported to have died in fighting in the area during the week

beginning Monday 2 September.

The Zairean army is conducting a military operation in the hills around

Uvira town, and more troops have been despatched from Goma, Bukavu, Shaba

and Kinshasa. Zairean army chief of staff Major General Eluki Monga is

reported to have arrived in Uvira to supervise the operation, which the

authorities claim is designed to counter Tutsis seeking to "destabilize

eastern Zaire". They also claim that the Rwandese Patriotic Army has been

training the Banyamulenge and that Burundi has been providing them with

rear bases. The Governor has declared the area between Uvira and Fizi

closed to foreign aid organizations.

Both Rwanda and Burundi have categorically rejected these charges, while

local Tutsis have claimed that Rwanda's Former Government Army and the

Interahamwe are targetting the Tutsis alongside the local authorities and

army. They say that, as in the case of Masisi, regional political tensions

are being used as a pretext for targetting Tutsis simply in order to take

their property and cattle. The Tutsis from Masisi were forced to flee



from Zaire to Rwanda earlier this year when they were targetted by the

local authorities and the army. There is substantial evidence that Hutu

extremists from the refugee camps played a leading role in this process.

#  Zaire's military pledged its support on Monday to the institutions

governing the country's democratic transition, following rumours of a

military coup in the absence of President Mobutu. The President is out of

the country, recovering from a prostate operation in Switzerland. A

military statement broadcast on state radio said that the military high

command rejoiced at the success of the operation and affirmed its support

for the electoral calender leading to elections next year.

#  Uganda and Sudan announced on Tuesday their decision to normalise

diplomatic relations and not to support rebel forces operating from the

territories of each other's country. The decision, brokered by Iranian

President Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani, commits both parties to a series

of measures including: to stop immediately official propaganda campaigns

against the other party; to prevent any elements hostile to the other

party from using its territory against the other; to end direct or

indirect assistance to hostile elements, and to move all refugees and all

elements hostile to the other party from the border to an area not less

than 100 km inside the border.

Uganda severed diplomatic ties with Sudan in April 1995, accusing the

Khartoum Government of supporting Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) rebels in

the north of the country. Sudan, for its part, accused Uganda of

supporting the Sudan People's Liberation Army in its war to end domination

of the south by the north. The LRA said on Wednesday that the decision

would not affect its armed campaign in northern Uganda.

#  Pierre Celestin Rwigema, Prime Minister of Rwanda, announced on Tuesday

the resignation of Justice Minister Martha Mukamurenzi, following the

disclosure that she had misappropriated public funds. According to

Information Minister, Jean-Pierre Bizimana, Ms Mukamurenzi misappropriated

27 million Rwandan francs ($90,000), most of which she spent on "her

personal needs". The former Justice Minister will not be prosecuted as she

has received a presidential pardon. "She was taking money, and then

putting it back. She has replaced almost everything she stole. She has



asked for forgiveness, so we are not going to prosecute her,"  Bizimana

said.

#  The International Tribunal for Rwanda will start the trial of three

suspects being held in Tanzania on 26 September. The three are accused of

genocide and crimes against humanity during the genocide which claimed an

estimated 800,000 lives between April and June 1994. Proceedings against

Jean Paul Akayesu, who is accused of killing 2,000 Tutsis in Taba, will

open the hearings in Arusha.

#  The arms embargo against the Rwandese Government was totally lifted on

1 September, such that the Government is no longer required to report on

arms that it is importing. The announcement was made last week by the

Chairman of the UN Security Council Committee established by resolution

918 (1994) to monitor the arms embargo. The full arms embargo will still

apply in relation to non-governmental forces in Rwanda and `to persons in

the States neighbouring Rwanda if such sale or supply is for the purpose

of the use of such arms or material within Rwanda.'

#  The Tanzanian and Iranian Governments have agreed to strengthen trade

and technical ties between their countries, after a large delegation

headed by Iranian President Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani visited Tanzania

last week. The two countries agreed to cooperate further in trade,

agriculture, education, health and communications during talks held on

Monday. The visit by the Iranian delegation was part of an African tour

which also included visits to Kenya and Uganda.
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     Weekly Round Up of Main Events in the Great Lakes region

                     16 - 22 September 1996

#  UN Secretary-General Boutros Boutros-Ghali is sending Ibrahima Fall, UN

Assistant Secretary-General, to Kinshasa for discussions with the Zairean

authorities to clarify misunderstandings on the role and operations of the

UNHCR, it was announced on Thursday. The mission was prompted by

accusations from the Government of Zaire that the UNHCR had provided

logistic support to armed groups infiltrating Zaire from Rwanda and



Burundi. Two UN staff were beaten by Zairean Army soldiers. The

Secretary-General had earlier in the week expressed concern at the

Zairian allegations. The mission, due to leave as soon as possible,

will include representatives of both UNHCR and the International

Organisation of Migration (IOM).

The activities of IOM in Zaire have been suspended. Zaire government

spokesman Oscar Lugendo reportedly said on 22 September, `The IOM, which

has gone beyond the framework envisaged in the cooperation accords it

signed with Zaire, has been banned until further notice from operating on

our territory.' Zaire will `systematically identify all humanitarian NGOs

and evaluate all their activities', he added.

In a continuing escalation of insecurity in South Kivu, Zaire, heavy

arms fire across the border of Rwanda and Zaire was reported overnight on

Sunday at Bukavu. Mortar-fire, rockets and automatic fire could be heard

but no casualty toll has been reported nor any official explanation given.

#  Amnesty International has accused the Zairean security forces and

government officials of committing atrocities against members of the

Banyamulenge community in South Kivu. In a statement issued on Saturday,

Amnesty said that though they understood the Zairean authorities' right to

take action against armed opponents, `there is no justification for this

calculated abuse of human rights - including unlawful killings,

disappearances, severe beatings and deportation or `refoulement' to

another country.' Some 217 people of Banyamulenge origin were expelled

from Uvira to Rwanda by the Zairean authorities during last week,

according to UN sources, and several hundred people have fled Zaire to

take refuge in western provinces of Burundi.

Amnesty singled out Kyembwa wa Lumona, the District Commissioner of Uvira,

for criticism, citing reports that he had authorized the enrolment of

youths into the armed forces to fight the Tutsis and said that houses

vacated by Tutsi would be given over to army officers. On Wednesday

Amnesty welcomed the release from detention of four "prisoners of

conscience", all from CADDHOM (Collectif d'action pour le developpment des

droits de l'homme), who had been the subject of an Amnesty urgent appeal.



About two hundred Zairians are reported on 16 September to have fled

their homes and sought refuge in Ntoroko in Uganda's Bundibugyo district.

The new influx is reported, ironically, at a time when 2,000 other Zairian

refugees were leaving camps in western Uganda to return home. The

returnees are from some 6,000 Zairians who crossed into Uganda early in

the year. According to Uganda's New Vision newspaper, the new refugee

arrivals were fleeing fighting between Zaire government troops and armed

rebels inside Zaire.

#  Pierre Buyoya, Burundi's leader who came to power in a military coup

d'etat in July, said on Sunday that continued sanctions on Burundi were

destroying the peace process and could plunge the country into further

violence. Buyoya called on the regional leaders to lift the sanctions

imposed by regional leaders following the coup. In an interview with the

East African newspaper published on 23 September, Buyoya said that he may

cut short his planned three years of military rule if the internal

situation in Burundi is brought under control. He also said that he was

ready to start negotiations with armed factions, one of the conditions

under which sanctions will be lifted.

The next meeting of the Regional Sanctions Coordinating Committee (RSCC),

is scheduled to take place in Kigali on Wednesday 25 September. The

meeting will assess the impact of sanctions and requests for exemptions.

Since the loosening of sanctions decided by the RSCC at Arusha on 6

September for humanitarian agencies, WFP has organized flights to and from

Nairobi on behalf of the UN system and NGOs and arrangements are in hand

to import fuel overland for the humanitarian community during the coming

week.

#  The leader of Burundi's National Council for the Defence of Democracy

(CNDD), Leonard Nyangoma, said on Friday that he had taken over the

leadership of the main Hutu political party, Frodebu. Five members of the

Hutu-dominated Frodebu, including Nyangoma, said that they made up a

majority of surviving members of the party's management committee and had

appointed the rebel leader as party president. In Dar es Salaam, Frodebu

president, Jean Minani insisted that he remained the party's leader and

that there was no formal coalition between Frodebu and the CNDD. The CNDD

said on Wednesday they were prepared to open talks with Burundi's new



regime under certain conditions, but repeated their support for sanctions

imposed by the regional states. Nyangoma said his party was willing to

negotiate but only with those who had not taken part in the planning and

execution of the 1993 attempted coup d'etat during which the country's

first Hutu president, Melchior Ndadaye, was murdered.

#  Thousands of Catholics paid their last respects on Tuesday to Burundi's

archbishop Joachim Ruhuna who was murdered in an ambush north of Gitega

last week. The body of the archbishop was seen by witnesses burning in his

vehicle after the ambush but subsequently disappeared. Soldiers found the

bodies of the archbishop and a nun eight days after they had been killed

in a shallow grave some three kiometers away from the scene of the attack.

The archbishop was buried on 19 September. Four people survived the

attack. The rebels and the Army blame each other for the murders. Pope

John Paul's special envoy at Tuesday's memorial service in Gitega appealed

for an end to the slaughter. The US Catholic Bishops' Conference and the

OAU condemned the killing.

#  The Burundian military reported that three people were killed and others

wounded when rebels opened fire on their minibus near Rumonge, less than

50 miles from the capital, Bujumbura.  Small ambushes such as this are

apparently becoming more frequent.

#  US congressman, Harry Johnstone suggested on Tuesday that the

international community should work together to close down the camps for

Rwandan refugees in Eastern Zaire and Tanzania. Following talks in Rwanda

with government officials and in Kenya with refugee leaders, Johnstone

said that an option would be to stop feeding the refugees. He suggested

that an UN security force may be required to escort the refugees across

the border and guarentee security to returning refugees. The food

situation in refugee camps in Goma, meanwhile, has been critical following

the ban imposed by a major donor on deliveries of its food aid donations

pending the production of viable refugee figures.

WFP expects an improvement in the food supply situation as trucks arrive

from Uganda. A planned three-day census of Rwandan refugees in Goma had to

be suspended earlier in the month, following a boycott by the refugees.

UNHCR, WFP and the Government of Zaire have met in Goma to discuss a new



date for the verification exercise.

#  The Tanzanian Foreign Minister said on Friday that he feared Rwandan

refugees in Tanzania would turn part of the country into a barren desert.

The Foreign Minister on a visit to Algiers told news media that the

900,000 Rwandan and Burundian refugees in Tanzania were competing with

local people for scant resources and threatening the area with an

environmental disaster. In addition, he said that the local people wanted

the refugees to go home because of rape, attacks and burglaries.

#  US Secretary of State, Warren Christopher, will visit the

region beginning 8 October, for a series of meetings with regional

leaders. Presidents Daniel arap Moi of Kenya and Yoweri Museveni of Uganda

have been invited to Arusha to meet with Mr. Christopher during his visit

to Tanzania. In Arusha, the Secretary of State will meet with President

Benjamin Mkapa and former president Julius Nyerere. Discussions will

centre on bilateral relations as well as on the Rwanda and Burundi

situations. In an earlier stop in Addis Ababa, he will meet with Ethiopian

Prime Minister Meles Zenawi and OAU Secretary-General Salim Ahmed Salim.

Mr. Christopher will also visit Mali, Angola and South Africa.

#  A Rwandan national has been arrested in Nairobi charged with genocide

and crimes against humanity - the first arrest in Kenya in connection with

the 1994 massacres in Rwanda. Obed Ruzindana, a former trader, is on the

list of eight suspects who were indicted by the UN International Tribunal

in December. One of those indicted with Ruzindana, former Kibuye police

chief, Clement Kayishema is being detained at the Tribunal headquarters in

Arusha. Kenya's President Daniel arap Moi had initally refused to

cooperate with the Tribunal but subsequently changed his position. So far

some 20 genocide suspects have been arrested.  The first trial - that of

former mayor Jean-Paul Akayesu - was scheduled to begin on 26 September,

but is likely to be delayed. Earlier this week Akayesu's defence counsel

and other lawyers for some of the accused lashed out at the Tribunal

saying that it did not respect the rights of lawyers. Belgian lawyer, John

Scheers said that he had not been given all the files relating to his

case. His colleague Luc de Temmerman who is due to defend Georges

Rutaganda, will also be in Tanzania this week but will ask for a

postponement. Temmerman said that his client is seriously ill and in need



of medical attention. Both Akayesu and Rutaganda pleaded not guilty at

their preliminary hearings in May. A third lawyer, Andre Ferran, of France

who is due in November to defend the former prefet of Kibuye, Clement

Kayishema, was also strongly critical of the Tribunal.

#  More than 100 investment projects worth US$ 950.85 million will be

promoted at Tanzania's first international investment forum in November.

Projects include agro-industry, tourism, mining, infrastructure,

chemicals, paper, textiles, and pharmaceuticals. The forum will take place

5-8 November in Dar es Salaam. Since the introduction of trade

liberalisation in 1985, the Tanzanian government has initiated economic

reforms that have included cutting controls on foreign currency trading,

allowing market-driven interest rates and creating the independent

Tanzania Revenue Authority. The UN is providing US$ 750,000 in

organisational and logistical support for the forum.

News that the International Monetary Fund (IMF) is likely to restore

Tanzania's credit facilities suspended since 1992 has raised confidence in

the prospects for economic revival. Leading businessmen in Dar es Salaam,

however, have warned that Tanzania still has far to go to emerge from the

list of the world's poorest countries. IMF's representative in Tanzania

said that final talks were underway for an Enhanced Structural Adjustment

Facility worth about US$ 234 million to be approved by October. The

approval of the ESAF would lead to a resumption of donor aid now

suspended.

#  Uganda's President Yoweri Museveni on a four day visit to Tanzania has

urged East African countries to remove remaining trade barriers in order

to promote cooperation in the region. Rwanda's Vice President, Paul

Kagame, on Friday called for greater involvement by South Africa in trying

to solve the crisis in the Great Lakes region. Kagame said that he was

satisfied that the government of South Africa understood what was

happening in the region. Kagame, who is also Rwanda's Minister of Defence,

made his remarks during a four-day visit to South Africa aimed at

persuading Pretoria to exercise its position as a regional power. Last

month South Africa announced its support for a peace initative launched by

leaders in the Great Lakes region aimed at normalising the situation in

Burundi. It appointed a special envoy to help peace efforts in the region.



#  Uganda accused Sudan of dropping around ten bombs from MiG aircraft

near Moyo, 16 km inside Uganda's northwestern border on 22nd September,

and pledged to retaliate. The news comes despite a recent agreement on 9

September between Uganda and Sudan brokered by Iranian President

Akbar Hasemi Rafsanjani.

The Lord's Resistence Army (LRA) rebels have killed an average of 25

people daily for the last two weeks in Gulu district, Ugandan security

officials said at the weekend. The attacks have been concentrated mainly in

Aswa and Omoro counties. The Ugandan Army is reported to be seeking

permission to evacuate villagers to safer areas.

The Ugandan government said on Friday that it was ready to meet with

rebels of the West Nile Bank Front operating in the western region of the

country from bases in Zaire and southern Sudan. Uganda's deputy Prime

Minister and Minister of Tourism made his remarks duing a parliamentary

committee hearing on the war in northern Uganda.

#  The plight of refugees is being discussed this week at the 4th Pan African

Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent which opened in Kampala on

Sunday. More than 300 delegates from 53 soceties in Africa will review how

best to assist refugees in the wake of increasing conflict in the continent.
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     Weekly Round Up of Main Events in the Great Lakes region

                     23 - 29 September 1996

#  The Regional Sanctions Coordinating Committee (RSCC) held its second

meeting in Kigali, Rwanda on Wednesday and said that Pierre Buyoya, leader

of Burundi's regime, should be "available" for the next regional summit.

Noting the `positive steps' taken by the regime towards meeting the

conditions set out by the Arusha II summit, the Committee emphasized that



the `most important condition yet to be fully met is the immediate and

unconditional negotiations with all groups.'

`Other leaders of parties to the conflict' may also be invited to to the

next regional summit, according to the RSCC statement. This is thought to

include Leonard Nyangoma, leader of the National Council for the Defence

of Democracy (CNDD), whose armed wing, the FDD, is fighting within

Burundi. The Committee decided that sanctions `have so far been effective'

and will stay in place, although fertilizer and vegetable seeds have been

exempted from the embargo.

No date has been set for the proposed third regional summit, but

preparations for this will take place at a Ministerial meeting to be held

on 10 October, and the summit, at the Heads of State level, is expected to

follow soon afterwards. The next meeting of the RSCC will take place in

Arusha, Tanzania, on 8 October. The full RSCC statement is available from

IRIN.

The RSCC's decision to invite Major Buyoya to the next regional summit was

welcomed by Jean-Luc Ndizeye, his spokesman, as "a very good step, but a

small step." Ndizeye again called for the total lifting of the

sanctions, saying that "the embargo is killing any chances of peace in

Burundi". Buyoya's spokesman would not comment on the part of the

statement inviting leaders of other parties to the conflict to attend the

next summit, saying only "we will analyse the issue when the time comes."

On 22 September Pierre Buyoya had said in an interview with the East

African newspaper that he was "ready to start negotiations with armed

factions" but that "on the other side they are not ready".

Pope John Paul II on Wednesday called for the sanctions to be eased,

saying they are "creating a greater burden for the civilian population".

His remarks came at the end of his weekly general audience when making a

tribute to Burundian Archbishop Joachim Ruhuna, who died in an ambush on 9

September.

#  The power struggle within FRODEBU intensified on Wednesday with 34

party activists in Nairobi declaring their support for Leonard Nyangoma,

leader of the CNDD. Their declaration followed Mr Nyangoma's announcement



on 19 September that he had taken over the party's presidency from former

parliamentary speaker Jean Minani. This had been rejected by Mr Minani and

by Augustin Nzojibwami, the secretary-general of FRODEBU.

Mr Nzojibwami was one of five FRODEBU officials reported last week to have

left the German ambassador's residence in Bujumbura, where they had taken

refuge. Mr Nzojibwami said that they had left their refuge to fill the

vacuum in which Mr Nyangoma had made his announcement. He claimed FRODEBU

would need to hold a party congress to turn its policy away from

"non-violence and consensus".

#  The town of Bukavu in South Kivu, Zaire, was reported calm at the end

of the week after Zaire and Rwanda agreed on a ceasefire following

exchanges of mortar fire on Sunday 22 September, Monday and Tuesday. Both

Governments accused the other of having started the shelling, which killed

at least one Zairean and injured five others on Tuesday night.

The Zairean version of events is that the exchange of fire first began on

the Sunday after prisoners escaped from the central prison in Cyangugu,

Rwanda. The Rwandese Patriotic Army was said to have shot at them as well

as some Zairean soldiers near the border. The Zaireans claim that this was

when they began firing at Rwanda. The Rwandans claim, however, that the

shelling was started by Zaire. A ceasefire was negotiated on Tuesday, but

on Wednesday the deputy governor of South Kivu, Lwabandji Lwasi, accused

the Rwandans of breaking it by firing shots over the border. No further

incidents have been reported since.

The insecurity prompted the United Nations to relocate 23 `non-essential'

expatriate aid agency personnel to Nairobi on Tuesday. The International

Federation of the Red Cross also evacuated three of its seven delegates in

Bukavu after two shells landed in the garden of a hotel where IFRC staff

were staying.

The shelling between Rwanda and Zaire reflects growing tension between the

two countries following accusations by the Zairean authorities that the

RPA have been training Banyamulenge near Uvira, South Kivu, and

encouraging them to destabilise eastern Zaire, using Burundi as a rear

base. This claim has been categorically rejected by the Governments of



Rwanda and Burundi. Meanwhile, a UN Special Envoy of the Secretary-

General, Ibrahima Fall, arrived in Kinshasa on 22 September to seek

clarification on Zairean allegations that UNHCR had provided logistic

support to armed groups infiltrating from Zaire and Rwanda. The charge was

categorically rejected by the UN Secretary-General on 17 September.

The Banyamulenge are Zairean Tutsis who migrated from Rwanda into Zaire

over several centuries and who say they have been targetted in recent

months by the Zairean Army and authorities. According to reports from a

Banyamulenge spokesman in exile, the Zairean authorities executed 40

Banyamulenge held in detention on Sunday 22 September. This was said to

have been in retaliation for the killings of Zairean soldiers by

Banyamulenge militia.

Correction: IRIN would like a correct a factual error in last week's

Weekly Roundup (22.9.96). In a section on accusations against the local

authorities in Uvira by Amnesty International the District Commissioner

was named incorrectly. A subsequent Amnesty statement corrected this to

Shweka Mutabazi. We apologize for any misunderstandings which may have

arisen from this error.

#  The United Nations International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR)

agreed on Wednesday to postpone the trial of Georges Rutaganda, suspected

of genocide and crimes against humanity, until 6 March 1997 on grounds of

ill health. Mr Rutaganda is accused of being the second vice-president of

the Interahamwe militia and of having played a leading role in the

genocide. The court rejected, however, a request by Rutaganda's defence

counsel that he be allowed to go to Europe for treatment of his illness,

saying that he was receiving adequate care in a local civilian hospital in

Arusha.

Neither Luc de Temmerman, the defence counsel, nor the court have revealed

what illness he is suffering from, but Mr de Temmerman claimed that "if he

is not treated in Europe, he won't be there in March to be tried".

Meanwhile, the ICTR accepted on Friday a prosecution request that names of

witnesses should not be disclosed to the public on security grounds. Yakob

Haile Mariam, prosecting counsel, said one witness in Rwanda had already

been told she would be killed if she went to Tanzania to testify against



Mr Rutaganda.

The ICTR began the trial last week of Jean-Paul Akayesu, the former mayor

of Taba in central Rwanda, also accused of having played a major role in

the genocide. Before the trial got underway, African Rights, the

London-based human rights organisation, released a report detailing

Akayesu's actions during the genocide and showing that he `went to

extraordinary lengths to ensure the wholesale slaughter of Tutsis in his

commune'. The full report is available from IRIN.

The trial of Akayesu, however, has also been postponed - this time for one

month. Johan Scheers, his defence counsel, threatened on Friday to resign

unless the court granted his request for a postponement of the case,

saying that he had been given insufficient time to prepare his case. On

Thursday the ICTR was also attacked by the Governments of Rwanda and

Zimbabwe for slow progress since its establishment. They accused the UN of

racial bias, saying that the Tribunal had acted more quickly to bring

Bosnian war criminals to justice.

#  The UNHCR announced on Tuesday that it was excluding from refugee

status 20 Rwandans indicted by the International Tribunal in connection

with the genocide. The list includes people who are currently being held

in Arusha as well as others known to be in Europe and in refugee camps and

elsewhere in Africa. The UNHCR is urging Governments not to provide those

listed with asylum. They are: Ignace Bagilishema, Charles Sikubwabo, Aloys

Ndimbati, Vincent Rutaganira, Mika Muhimana, Ryandikayo, Obed Ruzindana,

Clement Kayishema, Jean-Paul Akayesu, Georges Rutaganda, Alfred Musema,

Elizaphan Ntakirutimana, Gerard Ntakirutimana, Andre Ntagerura, Ladislas

Ntaganzwa, Anatole Nsengiyumva, Elie Ndayambaje, Ferdinand Nahimana,

Theoneste Bagosora and Eliezer Niyitegeka.

#  The South African Government has been criticized by South African human

rights groups, arms officials and politicians for its decision on Thursday

to approve private sales of weapons to Rwanda. The decision has

predictably been criticized by the RDR (Rally for the Return of Refugees

and Democracy in Rwanda), the umbrella organisation representing Rwandan

refugees.



#  Rwanda's Ambassador to France, Christophe Mfizi, resigned from his post

on Tuesday according to media reports. The embassy did not say why Mfizi,

who was appointed to Paris in March 1995, had resigned. The first

secretary, Modeste Rutabayiru, will temporarily replace him.

#  Human Rights Watch and the Federation Internationale de Ligues des

Droits de L'Homme called on Monday for the International Tribunal to

investigate and prosecute rape and other gender-related crimes. The ICTR

has to date issued no indictments for rape or other forms of sexual

violence. The call followed the release of an HRW/FIDH report entitled,

`Shattered Lives: Sexual Violence During the Rwandan Genocide and its

Aftermath', which details `horrific' attacks on women and their families

during the genocide. HRW/FIDH's recommendations included a call on donors

to ensure that aid programmes meet women's needs, especially in the areas

of criminal justice, health care, housing, credit, education, vocational

training and trauma conselling, and on the Government of Rwanda to improve

coordination between ministries seeking to issues relating to women.

#  Some 284 people were killed in Rwanda in August according to a report

by the UN Human Rights Field Operation in Rwanda (HRFOR) released on

Wednesday. HRFOR blamed the RPA for 159 of these deaths, while

responsibility for the other killings lay with Hutu rebels who continued

to target local officials and survivors of the genocide. The prison

population reached 81,300 at the end of August, an increase of 2,800 since

July.

#  The peace agreement between the Ugandan and Sudanese Governments came

under strain last week after the Sudanese Government all but admitted

having bombed northern Uganda on Sunday 22 September. On Monday Amama

Mbabazi, Uganda's Minister of Defence, had said that two Sudanese MiG

planes dropped bombs aimed at the army barracks in Moyo on Sunday 22

September, but missed their target.

The Sudanese Government at first denied the claim, but later admitted that

the attack had taken place. Iran's deputy foreign minister, Sheikul Islam

Hessein, heading a five-member Iranian delegation to Uganda to investigate

the incident, said that the attack could have been the result of a

navigational error or an intelligence failure. The Iranians have recently



mediated a normalisation of relations between Uganda and Sudan, and in a

recent peace agreement the two countries committed themselves to

preventing attacks from their territories against each other.

The agreement was further thrown into doubt, however, following reports on

Friday that 30 people, including 28 civilians, were killed when rebels

from the Lord's Resistance Army attacked Kitgum town on Wednesday. The

civilians were caught in the cross fire during fighting between the army

and the rebels. The Ugandan Government claims that the LRA fighters

entered the country last week from bases in Sudan.

[ENDS]
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       Weekly Roundup of Main Events in the Great Lakes region

                     September 30 - October 6

#  Diplomatic efforts to make progress in the Burundi crisis intensified

during the week in advance of the regional Heads of State Summit on

Burundi slated for 12 October in Arusha, Tanzania. The Special Envoys of

the US and the EU visited Bujumbura during the week. On 3 October, the UN

Secretary-General announced the appointment of a new Special Envoy, Mr

Lakhdar Brahimi, who reached Bujumbura on Sunday, to consult with the UN

SG's Special Representative, Marc Faguy, and Burundian leaders.



The 81-seat Burundian National Assembly is expected to re-open on Monday 7

October, but it is not clear what its composition or function will be. The

Speaker, Leonce Ngendakumana, who left the German ambassador's residence

on Wednesday, said that he would make a speech at the opening of

Parliament. Although Ngendakumana said he could represent the Assembly as

a "third force" in any future negotiations, he insisted that he and other

FRODEBU members would boycott further proceedings until the constitution

was restored.  Of the original 65 FRODEBU deputies elected in 1993, 20

have been killed and 30 are in exile.

The deputy leader of the CNDD, Christian Sedengeya, on Tuesday laid down

conditions for a ceasefire which included the restoration of the

constitution and the handover of power to FRODEBU. Both Charles Mukasi,

leader of the UPRONA party, and the Tutsi faction SODAJEM, warned Buyoya

against opening talks with Leonard Nyangoma of the CNDD.

Electricity supply was partially cut to the capital again on Tuesday,

although the likely cause - a rebel attack on a pylon - was not confirmed.

The opening of the Burundian side of the border with Zaire on 29 September

has resulted in a drop in prices of fuel, as black market supplies are

getting through, despite the sanctions.

The Foreign Minister of the Burundi regime, Luc Rukingama, in a press

conference held at the UN in New York, claimed that total economic losses

to Burundi due to the sanctions have reached $127 million, while inflation

stands at 40%. He alleged the sanctions were having the "nefarious"

effects of radicalizing politics within Burundi, and harming vulnerable

groups.

In addition to the twice-weekly flights for humanitarian and diplomatic

personnel, UNICEF, with WFP logistical support, sent a flight from Nairobi

to Bujumbura on 30 September carrying 500 kilograms of medical cargo.

# The two major asylum countries of the Great Lakes have appealed for

better progress on repatriation of refugees from Rwanda and Burundi.

Zaire's Foreign Minister, Kititwa Tumansi, speaking at the the UN General

Assembly in New York on 3 October, renewed Zaire's threat to eject over a

million refugees from Rwanda and Burundi if voluntary repatriation does



not succeed. Tanzanian President, Benjamin Mkapa, also speaking at UN

headquarters, said that the "traditional hospitality of Tanzanians towards

refugees is wearing very thin indeed."

# A new draft constitution was adopted by Zaire's transitional parliament

on 6 October. The new law, which requires approval by referendum before

national elections, splits the country into 26 federated provinces. The

second vice-president of the Transitional Government predicted delays in

the electoral timetable, but insisted that, although the road was "long

and dangerous", elections would be held by the end of 1997 at the latest.

The situation in South Kivu, Zaire remains tense. A WFP refugee relief

food convoy from Bukavu to Uvira was turned back on 3 October when

commercial trucks ahead of it were fired upon. ICRC issued an appeal for

$11 million for conflict-affected areas of North and South Kivu on October

2, and delivered medical equipment for Uvira hospital to Goma in a

chartered C-130 flight on 6 October. In North Kivu, Radio Agatashya

reported a rocket attack on a bus destined for Bukavu near the Kibumba

camp on 6 October. Three Zairian civilians were reported killed and 15

injured. UNHCR reports that 538 Banyamulenge refugees have arrived in

Rwanda since the conflict in South Kivu began. Most of these have claimed

to be "old caseload" Rwandan refugees.

#  On Monday, Rwandan troops threatened to expel Burundian refugees from

Kibangira refugee camp in Rwanda. The 4,000 refugees, according to UNHCR,

were reportedly given a week to leave. The refugees are relatively recent

arrivals, fleeing the fighting in north western Burundi. Several hundred

fled back to Burundi immediately after the threats were made.

#  Tanzania's total external debt stood at $7.8 billion on August 31 this

year, according to the Bank of Tanzania. Of this total, disbursed

outstanding debt was $6.5 billion.

# A strike in Uganda over the introduction on a new Value Added Tax at 17%

affected most shops in central Kampala for several days. However,

President Museveni refused to budge, saying on Saturday that the

government would not scrap or revise the tax. The strike had begun to

crumble by Monday 7 October. Talks in Tehran between Sudan and Uganda



ended on Friday, with an agreement to work on a ceasfire agreement, as

part of continuing efforts by Iran to broker a peace deal between the two

countries.

#  The new Prosecutor of the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda,

Justice Louise Arbour, a Canadian Appeal Court Judge, took over from

Richard Goldstone on 1 October. Judge Goldstone, in a press briefing on 30

September, mentioned the concept of an permanent tribunal which would try

major and most grievous violations of international humanitarian law. The

European Commission, in a statement issued on 27 September, welcomed the

start of the trials in Arusha and also supported the establishment of an

Permanent International Criminal Court.

A lawyer for Clement Kayishema, the third suspect to appear before the

ICTR in Arusha, is seeking a postponement of the trial of the former

prefet of Kibuye, while he prepares documentation for the case.

The Registrar of the ICTR, Mr Andronico Adede, visited Younde in order to

secure the extradition of four suspects held there. While the courts have

deferred to the authority fo the ICTR, the Tribunal is awaiting final

approval for the move from Cameroonian President Paul Biya.

Within Rwanda, about 280 new judges and magistrates were sworn in on 29

September, removing one of the last practical obstacles to the start of

trials of some of the 81,000 detainees in Rwanda.

# US Secretary of State Warren Christopher will be on his first visit to

sub-Saharan Africa next week, and is expected in Arusha at the end of the

week for talks on the East African Cooperation and Burundi.

Proposals for an internationally-supported African standby crisis force of

up to 10,000 men were further elaborated by US officials ahead of

Secretary of State Warren Christopher's visit to the at the OAU in Addis

Ababa next week. US Assistant Secretary of State George Moose suggested

that such a force, which would specialiize in establishing "safe havens"

for civilians in conflict zones, may be needed in Burundi "if our

diplomacy [should] fail". A three-day meeting of African military

officials at the OAU in June 1996 had proposed the earmarking of



well-trained and suitably-equipped units from the armed forces of OAU

member states to be on standby for peacekeeping missions mounted by the UN

or, exceptionally, the OAU itself.

[ENDS]
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the United Nations or its agencies. UN DHA IRIN Tel: +254 2 441125 Fax:

+254 2 448816 e-mail: irin@dha.unon.org for more information. If you

re-print, copy, archive or re-post this item, please retain this credit

and disclaimer.]
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     Weekly Roundup of Main Events in the Great Lakes region

                          7-13 October 1996

#  Some 19,000 refugees fled from a camp near Uvira, eastern Zaire on

Sunday following an attack on the camp by armed men, described by local

media as "Zairean Tutsis". The gunmen are reported to have killed four

refugees and injured nine others in Runingo camp. The refugees have mostly

fled into two neighbouring refugee camps. As of late Sunday, there were

no reports of movement into Rwanda.

Since early September, the area around Uvira has been wracked by violent



clashes between the Zairean army, local tribes and the Banyamulenge

(ethnic Tutsis). The UN Special Rapporteur on Human Rights in Zaire,

Roberto Garreton, warned on Friday that violence would continue to escalate

"if the international community failed to intervene to end

government-sponsored massacres". Calling for a military observer force to

be dispatched to the region, Garreton said that if the political situation

in Zaire explodes, its consequences will be far greater even than the

crises in Rwanda and Burundi.

The Rapporteur was sharply critical of Zaire which he said "has been

directly involved in and has incited people to commit such violations and

has not made sufficient effort either to prevent or restrain them". On

Thursday, the UN Secretary-General, Boutros Boutros-Ghali called on Zairean

authorities and the Banyamulenge to restore calm.

Zairean troops and local residents are said to have mounted "witch hunts"

for the Banyamulenge in Uvira and Bukavu after the deputy Governor of

South Kivu announced on 8 October that the estimated 300,000 Banyamulenge

had one week to leave or be hunted down as rebels. Earlier in the week

Zairean soldiers went on a looting spree in Uvira town.

The Zairean government has declared a state of war in South Kivu and has

accused the Banyamulenge of attempting to destabilise Zaire, of raising an

army and of attempting to secede from Zaire. The Zairean government also

alleges that Rwanda and Burundi are supporting the Banyamulenge. Both

countries have denied their involvement. About a dozen aid workers left

Uvira on Sunday for a rest in Nairobi - the third such group to leave in

less than a week.

Rwanda's President, Pasteur Bizimungu, says that Rwanda will allow

Banyamulenge women and children into the country but will block the

arrival of Banyamulenge men. "Zaire needs to accept that the Banyamulenge

are also Zaireans", he said.

The situation in North Kivu, meanwhile, was reported to be calm over the

weekend after last week's fighting. About 10,000 local people were

internally displaced as result of attacks by the Bangilima on Bambu

village and surrounding settlements. The displaced, mainly ethnic Hutus,



took shelter in Rutshuru.

#  US Secretary of State, Warren Christopher, told a news conference in

Tanzania that it was safe for Hutu refugees to return to Rwanda and that

their camps in Zaire and Tanzania should be closed. In a written statement

issued after the news conference, Christopher said that the refugees

should be enouraged to return home voluntarily. "We believe it is time to

close the camps closest to the Rwandan border that pose the greatest

security threat", he said.  Zaire welcomed the call for the closure of the

camps and said it was now up to international agencies to help avert

forced repatriation.

#  Regional leaders decided at the weekend to maintain sanctions against

Burundi and gave its opposing factions one month to open talks or face

further penalties. The Regional Summit, held in Arusha on Saturday, brought

together the Presidents of Kenya, Rwanda, Uganda, Tanzania and Zambia, the

prime ministers of Ethiopia and Zaire and the Secretary-General of the

Organisation of African Unity. Also present in Arusha were the former

Tanzanian president, Julius Nyerere and observers from the US

government, the European Union, the UN and South Africa.

The regional leaders rejected a US suggestion to ease sanctions, but

agreed to send a team to Burundi to assess Buyoya's commitment to

returning democratic order and holding peace talks. The team is due to

arrive in Bujumbura on Tuesday. In its final communique, the leaders

warned of "appropriate measures" against any group or faction that refused

to participate in talks or placed obstacles in the way of the process.

Buyoya and the leader of Burundi's National Council for the Defence of

Democracy (CNDD), Leonard Nyangoma, have both written to Nyerere saying

that they are ready to enter into open negotiations. However, the leader of

Burundi's main Tutsi-dominated party, UPRONA, said on Sunday that the

party was opposed to holding talks with Hutu rebels.

Since the beginning of sanctions on 31 July, Buyoya has met two of the

three demands made by regional leaders - the reopening of parliament and

the unbanning of political parties. The military regime is reported to

have reacted angrily to the continuation of sanctions and has accused

African leaders of "undermining peace and having a secret agenda". Buyoya



was not invited to the Summit, but had appealed for an easing or lifting

of sanctions.  The embargo makes some exemptions for the delivery of

humanitarian aid, including seeds and fertiliser, but blocks all imports

and exports as well as commercial flights. No changes were announced to

the sanctions during the week.

#   The Burundi Army has accused rebels of killing about 40 villagers in

the southwestern province of Bururi on Friday. The attack, described as

one of the worst since the 25 July coup d'etat, is said to have taken

place at Burambi, some 50 kilometres south of Bujumbura. The Army

says that most of the victims were women, children and old people.

Tens of thousands of local peple are reported to be displaced as a

result of fighting in Bururi, and in the northern province of Kayanza.

#   The OAU said on Thursday that it broadly welcomed the US proposal to

create an inter-African Crisis Response Force. US Secretary of State,

Warren Christopher presented the plan to OAU Ambassadors in Addis Ababa.

The plan calls for a 10,000 strong inter-African force which would set up

safe havens for civilians during conflicts on the continent. The OAU has

asked for clarification on who would command the new force and has

expressed concern about the issue of substainable (financial) support for

it.

According to US sources, a number of African nations, including Kenya,

Uganda, Tanzania and Mali, have accepted the principle of supplying

troops, while the US, Belgium, Britain, Canada, and Ireland have promised

financial or training support. Prior to the 25 July coup, Kenya had

distanced herself from a proposal calling for a regional military

peace-keeping force to intervene in Burundi.

#   Rwanda's former Minister of Interior, Seth Sendashonga, denounced the

"exportation of state terrorism" after two prominent Rwandans - a former

Rwandan colonel and a businessman - were assassinated in Kenya. Colonel

Theoneste Lizinde, who had defected from the RPF last December, and Augustin

Bugilimfura, the owner of a print shop in Kigali, went missing in Nairobi

on Sunday evening. Their bodies were found on Tuesday about 20 kilometres

north of Nairobi. Both victims were shot in the mouth. Sendashonga, who

was himself shot and wounded in Nairobi in February, said that the murders



"exposed the bloodstained RPF regime".

#   The United States announced on Friday a grant of US$ 650,000 for the UN

International Tribunal to assist the Tribunal prosecute those accused of

mass rape and other sexual crimes during the 1994 genocide in Rwanda.  The

Tribunal, based in Arusha, Tanzania has indicted so far 21 people accused

on charges related to the genocide. The US Government has already

contributed US$ 5 million to the Tribunal's costs.

#   Blood donations in Kenya have fallen by 50% in 13 years and available

stocks represent only a third of the national requirement. Statistics from

the Blood Donor Centre indicate that the present national stock is 75,000

half litre units. The country's demand is estimated at 240,000 units,

mainly for surgery, including for victims of road accidents and treatment

of certain diseases. Some patients, mostly children, are reported to have

died from lack of blood transfusions. The blood donor slump is attributed

to fears by potential donors that they will be diagnosed HIV positive.

#   Rebels of the West Nile Bank Front operating in Uganda attacked a

missionary hospital and two High Schools at the weekend, looting equipment

and damaging the properties. The Ugandan Army is reported to have killed

some 25 rebels near the Zairean border after repulsing the attackers. Some

200 rebels are said to have been involved. Eye-witnesses said that more

than 300 villagers fled the area during the attack.  The raids come within

the same week as the Lord's Resistence Army (LRA) rebels abducted 150 high

school girls from Aboke in the northern region of the country. About 60 of

the hostages escaped when the rebels came under attack from government

forces. Sixty more were released on Friday. Uganda has accused Sudan of

arming the rebels and Zaire of allowing them to operate from its

territory.

#   South African President Nelson Mandela was awarded Uganda's highest

honour, the Pearl of Africa Order First Class when he visited Kampala for

Wednesday's Independance celebrations.

#   Uganda's Finance Minister has agreed that there were flaws in the

implementation of Value Added Tax (VAT). A tax board to mediate between

Uganda's Revenue Authority and taxpayers has been established following a



week long strike by traders who demanded that the VAT (at 17%) introduced

in July be reduced or scrapped.

#   The Ugandan Cabinet approved a bill for a massive nationwide election of

over 300,000 members of district and local councils. The council poll,

which involves the filling of nine posts in each of the country's 29,000

villages, 4,251 parishes, 850 subcounties and municipalities, 169 counties

and 39 districts, completes a process which started with presidential

elections under a new constitution on 9 May.

#   Low morale amongst Uganda's farmers has contributed to a country-wide

shortage of staple crops and has sent prices soaring. In Kampala, beans

are reported to have risen from US$0.3 per kilogram to US$0.7. A kilogram

of maize has doubled from US$ 2 to US$ 4. Prices of both commodities are

reported to be higher outside Kampala. The national secretary of the

Uganda Commercial Farmers Association says that some farmers, demoralised

by the impending sale of their properties, opted last season not to

produce the country's two staples. The sale of the farms is part of a bid

by the Government to recover government loans.

#   Tanzania is to receive a soft loan next year of US$ 100 million in

balance of payment support from the World Bank. The decision, announced in

Dar-es-Salaam last week, was taken at a Washington meeting which expressed

satisfaction with Tanzania's economic reforms.

#   The UN's Consolidated Fund Raising Document for the Great Lakes has

helped secure 60.9% of the funds required for 1996, according to data

received from DHA's Financial Tracking System. A shortfall of $227 is

still outstanding.

#   Despite a generally improved crop and food supply situation in much of

sub-Saharan Africa, thirteen African countries are suffering from

continued food shortages and emergencies. A special report released by the

UN's Food and Agricultural Organisation (FAO) on 10 October says that

Burundi, Liberia and Somalia have been hardest hit.  Despite a good

overall cereal harvest, large numbers of people in Tanzania are reported

to be in need of food aid following localised crop failures. The FAO

report, which cites civil strife, displacement of rural population and



economic sanctions as the main causes threatening food supplies in

Burundi, says the situation in Burundi is likely to deteriorate further in

coming months. The report comes just weeks in advance of the World Food

Summit to be held at FAO headquarters in Rome from 13 to 17 November 1996.

[ENDS]
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Given the events in Eastern Zaire over the last few days, this Weekly

Round Up includes events up to and including Monday 21 October.

     Weekly Roundup of Main Events in the Great Lakes region

                      14 - 21 October 1996

#    Thousands of Hutu refugees are reported as arriving near Bukavu town

after having fled refugee camps in the Uvira area on Monday. Yesterday

(Monday 21 October), UNHCR declared that the 12 camps, home to 220,000

refugees, two thirds of whom are Burundian, had been deserted and that

refugees were heading into neighbouring hills or north towards Bukavu

town. Their flight was prompted by fighting between armed groups,



including the Zairean Army and Banyamulenge militia, which flared up on

Friday and lasted through the weekend, claiming at least 78 lives. The

fighting was reported to be particularly intense in the area around the

Kiliba airstrip, 20 kms north of Uvira town. [WFP evacuated 48

humanitarian workers from Uvira on Tuesday 22 October 1996.]

The current crisis is the most serious to have affected Eastern Zaire

since refugees began to flee Burundi following the killing of President

Ndadaye in October 1993. The fighting which compelled the refugees to

leave is a clear sign of the escalation of the conflict, which has been

sparked off by claims to Zairean nationality by people of Rwandan descent

who migrated into the region over several centuries. The recent upsurge in

hostilities follows the 8 October statement by the deputy governor of

South Kivu, Lwasi Ngabo Lwabanji, in which he said that the Banyamulenge

had one week to leave Uvira for neighbouring countries. The statement

prompted Zaire's Prime Minister, Kengo wa Dondo, to suspend the deputy

governor for overstepping his authority.

Zaire and Rwanda continue to trade accusations of responsibility for the

crisis, with Kengo wa Dondo claiming on Wednesday that the Rwandese

Patriotic Army had supplied the Banyamulenge with heavy weapons. The

Rwandese Government, for its part, has denied Zaire's allegations and

accused the Zairean authorities of instigating the conflict. Meanwhile,

responsibility for the attack on Runingo refugee camp during the weekend

of 12 and 13 October, which resulted in four deaths and 6 injuries,

continues to be unclear, with Banyamulenge spokesmen alleging that the

Zairean Army carried it out and the Zairean authorities blaming the

Banyamulenge.

The escalating insecurity in the Uvira area has been matched by a growing

number of incidents near Goma town in North Kivu. On 21 October there were

reports of an attack on the ZCSC contingent base at Katale camp and on

villages in the area, while an attack near Kibumba camp on a bus carrying a

local football team was reported to have resulted in several deaths. On 6

October a rocket against a bus near Kibumba camp left 7 local people dead

and 6 injured.  Responsibility for these attacks remains unclear.

The escalating insecurity in the Kivu Provinces prompted expressions of



concern from aid agencies and diplomats working on the region. On Thursday

the EU's Special Envoy for the Great Lakes, Aldo Ajello, said that the EU

was extremely concerned about the tension between Rwanda and Zaire and

warned the Zairean Government not to confuse the "limited problem of

possible infiltration by young armed Banyamulenge with the much larger

problem of the legal status of the Banyamulenge who have long lived,

sometimes for several generations, on the plateaux of the Uvira region."

He said any such confusion would "spark off a campaign of ethnic hatred".

On Friday the ICRC called for restraint by the parties to the conflict and

urged them to respect the laws of war and ensure the safety of the staff

of humanitarian organizations.

Meanwhile, two senior UN officials are on mission in the region. Ibrahima

Fall, the UN Secretary General's Special Envoy to Zaire, is undertaking

discussions with the Zairean authorities to quash repeated allegations

that the UNHCR has assisted Banyamulenge to infiltrate from Rwanda. These

had previously been retracted by the Zairean Government but had later been

repeated by General Eluki, Zairean Armed Forces Chief of Staff. The

Secretary-General on 14 October dismissed the repeated allegations as

"baseless and outdated". Roberto Garreton, the UN Special Rapporteur on

human rights in Zaire is also on a two week mission to the region, which

began on 14 October.

#    Burundi's leader Pierre Buyoya said again at the weekend that the new

regime will not be forced into peace talks with rebels while regional

economic sanctions on Burundi remain in place. Buyoya told a visiting

delegation of foreign ministers that he was committed to eventual

negotiations, but would not hold talks "while there was a noose around his

neck". The sanctions were imposed by regional leaders shortly after July's

military coup in an effort to force Buyoya to unban political parties,

restore the constitution and meet rebel groups for peace talks. Buyoya

has, to some extent, met two of the three conditions.

Friday's visit by the Ministers followed the 14 October Arusha III Summit

where it was agreed that sanctions would continue but that a review would

be carried out in Burundi by foreign ministers. The ministers postponed

the visit from Wednesday after Buyoya announced that it would not begin

talks with rebels until the blockade was lifted. At the Summit, Burundi



was given a month's deadline for the start of unconditional all-party

negotiations. The next meeting of the sanctions monitoring committee is

due to be held in Lusaka on 7 November and there are strong indications

that another regional Summit may be held shortly afterwards, perhaps on

the 12th.  The National Council for the Defence of Democracy (CNDD),

meanwhile, has stated that it is ready to enter into talks but has urged

an extension of the sanctions to cover supplies of arms and ammunition.

Earlier last week, the Prime Minister of Burundi called the sanctions

"illegal, unjust and biased" and said that it had already cost Burundi a

loss of income of more than US$ 162 million. Food prices in Bujumbura are

reported to have stabilised and a steady supply of black market fuel has

helped to bring down the cost of petrol and diesel. Burundi's main brewery

which suspended distribution last month after two of its staff were killed

in ambushes on beer trucks may have to stop operations altogether because

of shortages of fuel and spare parts. The brewery is one of the main

sources of government revenue.

#    The World Health Organisation (WHO) is sending 50,000 doses of

vaccine to Burundi in a bid to halt the spread of meningitis which has

claimed almost 40 lives. As of 17 October, 131 cases had been registered.

Medical supplies were amongst the first items to be exempted from

sanctions and over 100,000 doses of vaccine have already been delivered.

Doctors say that an early response by the health ministry has averted a

crisis on a much larger scale.

#    The European Union's special envoy to the Great Lakes region, Aldo

Ajello said on Thursday that he hoped for positive results over the

repatriation of Rwandan refugees in Zaire. Mr. Ajello said that a plan had

been drawn up by UNHCR but that this could be carried out only with the

cooperation of the international community, the concerned nations and

"above all, cooperation from the nations concerned themselves". Zaire's

Prime Minister, Kengo wa Dondo said on Wednesday that Zaire will

systematically close the camps before elections scheduled for next year.

#    Rwanda has appointed a new Minister of Justice, Faustin Nteziryayo, a

university professor and former consultant to the International Monetary

Fund. He replaces Marthe Mukamurenzi who resigned last month after being



accused of bad management. The appointment coincides with the start of an

information campaign on the new legislation designed to facilitate the

trial of those accused of genocide. The law was adopted by parliament in

August. Over 81,000 people are currently in Rwanda's prisons and places of

detention, mostly on charges relating to the 1994 genocide.

#    Israel and Rwanda have joined forces to build a memorial in Rwanda

for the victims of the 1994 genocide. Following a five day visit to

Israel, Rwanda's Vice-President and Minister of Defence Paul Kagame said

that he had reached an agreement with Jerusalem's Yad Vashem Memorial to

build a similar memorial in Rwanda. Kagame told Radio Rwanda: "We have to

perpetuate the memory of the 1994 massacres, reform our judicial system so

that criminals will be judged and educate our people to build a united

nation". Israeli groups specializing in dealing with genocide have offered

assistance to Rwanda and discussions have taken place about Israeli

technical aid in training and irrigation, as well as fertilisers and

pesticides. Rwanda broke diplomatic ties with Israel in 1976 but restored

them after the 1994 genocide.

#    Some 84 UN and NGO staff were pulled out of Pakele, northern Uganda

after the UNHCR/Lutheran World Federation offices were attacked and

ransacked. The armed gang burned vehicles and communications equipment and

is reported to have also attacked military installations in the area. The

UNHCR office supports about half of the 229,000 Sudanese refugees in

northern Uganda.

Over the last few weeks, the Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) has been accused

of kidnapping 300 Ugandans from villages in northern Uganda and taking

them to their training camps in Sudan. On Monday, Ugandan President Yoweri

Museveni launched a new attack on the Sudan government whom Uganda accuses

of supporting two rebel movements, including the LRA, in an effort to

destabilise Uganda. Sudan has denied the charges and accuses Uganda of

supporting the southern Sudanese rebel groups. The two countries broke off

diplomatic relations in April 1995, but signed a normalization accord in

September during talks brokered by Iran. Since the peace talks began,

there has ironically been a marked escalation in rebel activities in

northern Uganda. Museveni's recent comment that he had "no faith in the

current negotiations" have cast doubts on the talks.



#    Tanzania hopes to reach agreement shortly with the International

Monetary Fund and the World Bank on the release of funds frozen in 1994.

Tanzanian President Benjamin Mkapa, who met with IMF and World Bank

officials in Washington last week, said that the IMF and World Bank were

"satisfied" with Tanzania's reform programme. He said both agencies had

agreed to resume talks for a three-year Enhanced Structural Adjustment

Facility (US$ 200 million) and Structural Adjustment Credit (US$ 100

million) for 1996/97 and 1998/99 to help rehabilitate the country's

economy. Mkapa said that agreement with the IMF and World Bank would lead

to the release of aid withheld by other donors amounting to US$ 1.2

billion as well as open the door for negotiations on debt relief.

Tanzania's external debt stands at US$ 7.8 billion and its servicing

consumes 32.5% of the government's income.

[ENDS]

[Via the UN DHA Integrated Regional Information Network. The material

contained in this communication may not necessarily reflect the views of

the United Nations or its agencies. UN DHA IRIN Tel: +254 2 622123 Fax:

+254 2 622129 e-mail: irin@dha.unon.org for more information. If you

re-print, copy, archive or re-post this item, please retain this credit

and disclaimer.]
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       Weekly Roundup of Main Events in the Great Lakes region

                        22 - 27 October 1996

#   The past week has witnessed a dramatic escalation in the conflict in

South and North Kivu, Zaire, with two zones of fighting spreading upwards

from Uvira towards Bukavu and southwards from Rutshuru towards Goma in

North Kivu. Uvira town is believed to have been taken by Banyamulenge

rebels, who have established control over most of the area between Uvira

and Bukavu, including border areas with Burundi and Rwanda. By mid-week,

Banyamulenge-dominated forces had taken Kamanyola and pushed the Zairean

Army back beyond Nyangezi, less than 30 kms south of Bukavu. Zairean Army

officers are reported to have moved their families out of Bukavu and the



army has mounted defensive positions around the town.

As of Saturday morning, at least 80,000 mainly Rwandan refugees from the

Uvira camps were believed to be on the move towards Bukavu, while the

whereabouts of 140,000 Burundian refugees from the Uvira camps remained

unclear. As the fighting spread north early in the week, it also prompted

the flight of probably 53,000 Rwandan refugees from the four most southern

Bukavu camps, and more recently reports have emerged that refugees are

fleeing some of the camps north of Bukavu. Panzi camp, only 10 kms south

of Bukavu is the latest to have dispersed. At the same time, local Zairean

people are being displaced from their homes. Very rough estimates suggest

that 15,000 people have been displaced in Fizi zone, 30,000 between Uvira

and Bukavu and 10,000 in the environs of Bukavu.

Two refugee camps on the northern axis near Goma were attacked during the

weekend, prompting a mass movement of Rwandan refugees. Kibumba camp,

about 25 kms north of Goma, was hit by firing between 9pm on Friday and

6am on Saturday morning, prompting its 194,000 refugees to flee as well as

about 12,000 Zaireans from nearby villages. These Zairean displaced were

assisted by ICRC at Kanyaruchina, about 10 km north of Goma. As of Monday

morning, some 3,200 people were reported to have crossed into Rwanda at

the Mutura crossing point, east of Kibumba, of whom about 2,500 were

believed to be Zairean and 703 Rwandans from Kibumba. They will be catered

for at two separate facilities in Gisenyi prefecture. There may have been

other arrivals in Rwanda during Sunday, but the situation is unclear.

UNHCR reports that, as of Monday morning, about 110,000 refugees from

Kibumba have arrived in camps along the western axis, the majority in

Mugunga and some in Lac Vert. The rest are expected to arrive during

Monday. At least four refugees were confirmed to have died in the attack

on Kibumba and another 100 were wounded. A further 10,000 displaced

Zaireans are taking refugee at Mugunga camp.

On Saturday night armed men mounted an attack on Katale camp, 55 kms north

of Goma, which left one Zairean soldier dead and three others wounded. The

attacks are widely alleged to have been instigated by Rwandan soldiers or

elements supported by the Rwandese Patriotic Army. According to some press

reports, the firing on Kibumba camp came from across the Rwandan border,

which lies only 300 metres away from the edge of the camp. The Rwandan



Government's spokesman hotly denied the allegation in a BBC interview on

Sunday night. The population of Katale camp have not yet moved from the

site.

The past week also witnessed a growing number of attacks by local people

against Tutsis living in Goma town and Kinshasa. Some Tutsis in Goma, who

have played a prominent role in the town's business life, have been

harassed, had their property stolen and forced to leave for Rwanda. There

are no reports of local authorities making any attempt to bring these

attacks to a halt. Goma's climate of uncertainty was further exacerbated

on Sunday by the temporary closure of the airport. According to the

Rwandan Foreign Minister, Anastase Gasana, Rwandan students at the

University of Kinshasa and other educational institutions in the city were

attacked and had their property stolen during the weekend. As of Sunday

night, 40 students were reported to be at an "unknown location" in

Kinshasa having been denied permission to board a flight to Kigali.

Reports have also emerged that there has been fighting around Rutshuru

town, about 70 kms north of Goma, and that Rutshuru has been taken by

`rebels'. It is possible that these rebels are Bangilima, a militia made

up of local ethnic groups whose stated aim is to counter the spreading

influence of Rwandan Hutu refugees in North Kivu. Equally it could be that

they are Zairean Tutsis or elements supported by the Rwandese Patriotic

Army.

The growing insecurity throughout Kivu prompted the evacuation of all

international humanitarian personnel from Uvira and 128 international

staff from Bukavu on 26 October. Some non-essential international staff

were also flown out of Goma. The fighting has closed off Uvira's lake

Tanganyika port and the major land routes between Uvira, Bukavu, Goma and

Kampala are also either insecure or unsuitable for large quantities of

supplies. As a result, WFP is having to consider airlifts to meet food

needs in the region, as stocks in Kivu are close to being exhausted. These

constraints are compounded by the difficulty of getting accurate

information on population movements and by problems of access as refugees

flee to the west. The UNHCR estimates that there are currently 500,000

refugees and displaced people on the move in Kivu.



Relations between the Governments of Rwanda and Zaire are at an all-time

low, with Zaire repeating allegations that Rwandan and Burundian troops

are operating on Zairean territory in support of the Banyamulenge, to

repeated Rwandan and Burundian denials. The Zairean Foreign Ministry on

Wednesday called in ambassadors from the Permanent Five members of the

Security Council to announce that Zaire intended to take to the Security

Council charges that Rwanda and Burundi have invaded Zaire's territory.

Zaire's allegations were backed on Wednesday by the National Council for

the Defence of Democracy, the main Burundian Hutu rebel group.

A spokesman for the Banyamulenge last week stated that the rebels want to

take Bukavu and link up with forces fighting in North Kivu in a bid to

overthrow President Mobutu. Muller Ruhimbika, from Kigali, claiming to

represent the hitherto unknown Democratic Alliance of the People, said

that they were working in alliance with three other opposition groups -

the Popular Revolutionary Party, the National Resistance Council for

Democracy and the Revolutionary Movement for the Liberation of Zaire.

President Mobutu continues to undergo treatment for cancer in Lausanne,

Switzerland, and the Swiss Foreign Minister on Thursday granted him a

visa with no specified duration to enable him to continue his treatment.

The growing crisis is prompting a flurry of diplomatic statements and

activity. Sadako Ogata, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees, has urged

Rwandan refugees to consider returning to Rwanda and asked them to

`remember that 80,000 refugees have recently returned home to Rwanda from

Burundi, and UNHCR and UN human rights observers report that they are now

busy resuming normal lives.' The US Government also encouraged the

refugees to return home.

Meanwhile, the UN Secretary-General has called for a ceasefire and

expressed his support for a regional conference to address what he called

a `regional war'. The OAU has backed the Secretary-General's call for a

regional conference. The UN Special Envoy to Zaire, Ibrahima Fall,

reportedly was seeking the support of Rwanda and Uganda for such a

conference, which they had earlier opposed. France repeated its support

for a regional conference during last week and over the weekend urged its

nationals to leave Kivu. On Sunday, another 27 foreign nationals, the

majority of them French, were evacuated from Bukavu.



The EU and the Belgian Government are also attempting to broker peace

talks between Kengo wa Dondo, Prime Minister of Zaire and Rwanda's

President or Vice-President Paul Kagame. On Thursday Kengo wa Dondo

publicly stated his desire for such talks and urged the Belgian government

to help him. He was quoted in an AFP report as saying, "I want to

negotiate with the man who really holds power in Rwanda and not the

appearance of power. You all know that it's Mr Kagame".

#  Five civilians and ten Hutu rebels were killed during an October 27

attack on a camp for displaced people in Bukeye commune in Burundi's

central Muramvya province. Burundian state radio linked the attack to

increased rebel activity in northwest Burundi after attacks on refugee

camps in adjoining areas of eastern Zaire. Some observers fear that Hutu

rebels pushed out of camps in North and South Kivu could launch attacks in

northwest Burundi if they attempt to cross Burundi to reach Hutu refugee

camps in western Tanzania.

#  The Burundian military reported October 24 that it was fighting Hutu

rebels near the Zairian border, although there was no indication of the

number of casualties on either side. Skirmishes are frequent in Cibitoke

province, with endemic insecurity making the area inaccessible to

international NGOs and humanitarian agencies. According to a military

spokesman, a civilian truck was ambushed the same day on the Bujumbura -

Cibitoke road.

#  The Regional Sanctions Coordinating Committee (RSCC), meeting on

October 21, agreed to exempt a variety of relief items from the embargo

placed on Burundi on humanitarian grounds. The items, in suifficient

quantity to supply 250,000 displaced people are: food, bean seeds, water

purification agents, blankets, plastic sheeting, jerry cans and buckets,

cooking materials (pots and utensils) and mats. The UN agencies and NGOs

will need to clear shipments with the RSCC.

#  The governor of Cibitoke province, Lieutenant-Colonel Marcel Sinarinzi,

was assassinated October 23 in an ambush in the province. Six of his

bodyguards were also killed in the attack.  No details on the

circumstances surrounding the attack were available. The Party for the



Liberation of the Hutu People claimed responsibility for the ambush, and

said that it had also attacked a military camp in Cibitoke.  The group

claims to control 80 percent of the province.  Hutu rebel groups often

target high ranking Burundian government officials, and the governor of

Cibitoke is one of several governors who have been killed since the

current conflict began in 1993.

#  Rwandan state radio reported October 24 that sixteen prisoners awaiting

trial on genocide charges suffocated to death in Gitesi prison in Kibuye

in southwest Rwanda.  More than 81,000 prisoners are packed into Rwanda's

prisons.  Most are Hutu prisoners accused of massacres in 1994 in which

Hutu hardliners killed almost half a million Tutsi and moderate Hutu.

International human rights groups have criticized the Rwandan government

for the conditions in which suspects are held in the country's prisons.

#  UNHCR reported that unidentified gunman killed 16 Sudanese refugees and

seriously wounded five others in an October 24 attack on a settlement in

northern Uganda.  A UNHCR spokeswoman said that gunmen launched a

seven-hour attack on Palorinya refugee settlement, looting and destroying

many thatched mud huts.  An estimated 40 percent of the huts were

destroyed in the settlement which is home to 21,000 refugees.

#  Ugandan police in Kampala fired in the air and fired teargas on October

24 to disperse rampaging Makerere University students who were protesting

government plans to force students to pay new university fees.  Students

shattered the windscreen of a vehicle escorting Ugandan Vice-President

Wandira Kazibwe who was passing by the university during the

demonstrations.

#  The Ugandan government ordered striking medical workers to

return to work by noon October 25 or be risk being fired.  Doctors

and other medical staff went on strike earlier in the week demanding

pay increases.

[ENDS]

[Via the UN DHA Integrated Regional Information Network. The material

contained in this communication may not necessarily reflect the views of



the United Nations or its agencies. UN DHA IRIN Tel: +254 2 622123 Fax:

+254 2 622129 e-mail: irin@dha.unon.org for more information. If you

re-print, copy, archive or re-post this item, please retain this credit

and disclaimer.]
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#   OAU foreign ministers were to meet in Addis Ababa Monday to discuss the

crisis in eastern Zaire. The meeting is expected to discuss plans for a

neutral force to set up humanitarian corridors and temporary safe havens.

   Spokesman for the rebel Alliance of Democratic Forces for the

Liberation of Congo-Zaire (ADFL) Laurent-Desire Kabila announced in Goma

Sunday that a humanitarian corridor should be opened to Mugunga camp, west

of Goma. The camp housed some 350,000 refugees before the evaucation of

international aid staff last week. More than 600 Rwandan refugees crossed



into Rwanda over the last two days, reportedly weak with some suffering

from machete wounds. Rwandan radio said they were met at Nkamira transit

camp by UNHCR officials for onward transport to their home communes.

  The Security Council early Saturday adopted a resolution including

recommendations for setting up a multinational force "for humanitarian

purposes in eastern Zaire." This followed a call Friday by UN

Secretary-General Boutros Boutros-Ghali for such a force to "stabilise the

situation" in the area. On Tuesday, at a summit in Nairobi, regional

leaders had also urged the UNSC to take urgent measures to deal with the

situation. However the resolution only adopted the idea of military

intervention in principle. Other recommendations included delivering

short-term humanitarian aid to refugees and a call for an international

conference on the Great Lakes region.

Rwandan President Pasteur Bizimungu said Friday there should be no French,

Belgian or Rwandan military involvement, and French intervention was also

rejected by Laurent-Desire Kabila. On Saturday, Bizimungu said his

government was investigating ways of sending food and medicine to the

refugees inside eastern Zaire.

  In France, Zairean President Mobutu, in an interview with the French

newspaper Liberation, denied his cancer was spreading but said he would

not return to Zaire for several weeks. Previously his spokesman had spoken

of "several days". Demonstrations continued Thursday against Zairean prime

minister Kengo wa Dondo as thousands of protesters occupied parliament

accusing him of "high treason" and siding with the Tutsi rebels. On

Monday, the Zairean government acknowledged it was no longer in control of

the Goma and Bukavu areas.

#   World Vision International reported that at least 12,000 refugees were

crammed in two transit centres in the Tanzanian town of Kigoma. By Monday,

there appeared to be no let up to the exodus of Zairean refugees crossing

Lake Tanganyika into Tanzania.

#   The results of the Nairobi summit on Tuesday were seen as a regional

consensus in favour of military intervention. The summit also expressed

commitment to the inalienable rights of all people within internationally



recognised territorial boundaries, which was interpreted specifically as

the Banyamulenge's right to Zairean nationality.

#   In Burundi, the relief community Friday expressed concern over meeting

the needs of a possible 100,000 Burundi refugees returning home while the

country was still under sanctions. The turmoil in eastern Zaire led to a

rise in military operations within Burundi. The rebels are reported to

have had their supply lines broken by the fighting in Zaire and were

forced to flee Kivu into Burundi. Burundi armed forces were trying to

prevent the rebels from crossing to Tanzania and setting up new bases

there. Heavy fighting was reported in Kayanza province last week. On

Wednesday the Burundian government denied responsibility for any killings,

despite the fact that bodies were being washed up on the shores of Lake

Tanganyika. It said the bodies were a result of the Zaire fighting. The

government again denied it was helping Tutsi rebels in eastern Zaire.

Some 10,000 Burundian refugees are said to have returned home from camps

in Uvira through the Gatumba border point. Eight thousand of them have

been moved to their home areas.

   A Burundi army officer on Monday said over 64 people were killed in two

clashes between soldiers and Hutu rebels. The first clash occurred on

October 31 in the province of Muramvya after rebels killed 23 Tutsis in a

displaced people's camp. Soldiers returned fire, killing "about 20" rebels,

the officer said. In Gitega province, guerrillas attacked military positions

with the loss of one soldier and more than 20 rebels, he added.

#   Sources close to Burundi UN special envoy Marc Faguy said a new regional

summit to review Burundi sanctions could be held on 14 November in Arusha,

Tanzania, after a sanctions committee meeting scheduled for 12 November in

Lusaka was scrapped, AFP reported on Friday.

#    On Wednesday the trial of Rwandan genocide suspect Clement Kayishema

was postponed until 20 February by the UN International Tribunal at the

request of his lawyer who asked for more time for access to prosecution

documents. Also on Wednesday, the UN Special Rapporteur for Burundi, Paulo

Sergio Pinheiro, urged a similar genocide tribunal for Burundi.

#    A UN report on Wednesday condemned continued overcrowding in Rwandan



jails. According to the report, 82,000 people were in detention at the end

of October, a rise of over 2,800 compared with August.

#   A leaked report on a UN investigation into sanctions violations has

concluded that Zaire is playing a "central role" in helping Rwandan and

Burundian Hutu rebels rearm on its territory. Commission head Mahmoud Kassem

said illegal arms trade was big business, especially in Africa.  Amnesty

International has warned of further atrocities unless the arms flow to

Zaire, Burundi and Rwanda is stopped.

#   Uganda denied a newspaper report that Entebbe airport was being used as

a transit point for Iranian arms destined for Rwanda. President Museveni's

office issued a statement describing the report as a "fabrication of

someone's fertile imagination."

#   Ugandan Natural Resources Minister Gerald Ssendawula told a

parliamentary committee on Wednesday that Uganda and Kenya had practically

settled their differences over electricity tariffs. He said Kenya had

agreed to a payment increase of over 200 percent, but the accord still had

to be signed by both countries.

#   The Tanzanian army on Saturday announced a week of military

manoeuvres, according to the semi-official Daily News.  The appointment of

a finance minister was awaited in Tanzania to replace Prof. Simon Mbilinyi

who resigned last week over corruption allegations. Minister of State for

Planning Daniel Yona was appointed acting finance minister. Meanwhile,

President Mkapa on Tuesday urged prospective investors to channel their

resources towards Tanzania, assuring them of fiscal incentives and legal

protection.
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community, but accepts no responsibility as to the accuracy of the

original sources.

# Hundreds of thousands of refugees streamed back into Rwanda from the

Goma area of eastern Zaire in what has been described as the "largest and

swiftest" homeward exodus that began on Friday. By Sunday night, some

400,000 people had crossed the border. Aid agencies were struggling to

cope with the sheer mass of people arriving at the border.

Following the mass return, the Rwandan government and Zairean rebel leader

Laurent-Desire Kabila both said on Saturday there was now no need to send

a multinational force to Zaire. The UN Security Council approved



deployment of the Canadian-led force on Friday amid controversy over

whether the mandate should include disarming the Interahamwe militia and

former Rwandan soldiers, many of whom have now fled further into the Zairean

interior. The mandate authorised the force to use "all necessary means" to

facilitate a humanitarian operation in eastern Zaire. Both the Canadian

and US governments made it a condition of participation that they would

not attempt disarmament.

Rwandan President Pasteur Bizimungu and his cabinet were at the border town

of Gisenyi Friday to welcome home the returnees. He gave them reassurances,

saying they could reclaim their property in the country and only the guilty

had anything to fear. [See IRIN daily updates for more information].

# Burundi on Friday added its voice to calls for disarming the Interahamwe

and ex-FAR, saying this should be the main objective of the international

force. In a statement, the country's UN envoy also called for an

international conference on the Great Lakes region aimed at triggering a

massive return of refugees to their countries. The statement added that

while world attention was focused on Zaire, Burundi, which was toiling

under economic sanctions, had been forgotten. Foreign Minister Luc

Rukingama told AFP on Friday that Burundi would not host the foreign

forces unless sanctions were lifted.

# The crisis in eastern Zaire has caused a deterioration of the situation in

Burundi. Violence and fighting have intensified, probably due to the fact

that Hutu rebels - formerly based in the Uvira region of eastern Zaire - had

been forced to flee back into Burundi and are possibly crossing the country

to establish new bases in Tanzania. One NGO said the rebels of the National

Council for the Defence of Democracy (CNDD) may also be planning to stay in

Burundi itself in a bid to destabilise the Tutsi-led armed forces. The worst

of the fighting is reported to be in the central provinces of Muramvya and

Gitega and the southern provinces of Rumongo, Rutovu and Makamba - presumably

caused by rebels who crossed Lake Tanganyika further south. Buyoya on

Saturday said the rebels were shifting to Tanzania and he expressed concern

over deteriorating relations with Dar es Salaam.

State-run radio in Burundi on Monday 11 November reported an upsurge of

violence in the northern Kayanza province, with about 30 displaced people



killed in Matongo commune. Violence and insecurity have been reported in

the communes of Gatara, Gahombo, Muhuta, Butaganzwa, Rango and Matongo.

Increased army and police presence has been reported in Bujumbura, raising

speculation that there may be an attack on the city. An NGO says that

despite the presence of the security forces, crime - including car theft -

has risen sharply. Meanwhile, bakeries are running out of flour and bread

shortages are common in the city.

Hutu rebels on Monday attempted to kill the governors of Cankuzo and Ruyigi

provinces in an ambush on their car. The attempt was unsuccessful and

neither governor was hurt.

# A meeting in Tanzania, to discuss Burundi which failed to materialise on

November 14, was intended to be part of peace talks amongst the Burundian

parties and rebels.  An adviser to mediator Julius Nyerere said

preparatory talks had not been completed, and that a new date would be

announced later. A deadline for talks between the Tutsi-led authorities

and Hutu rebels, set by a regional summit last month, expired on Monday,

overshadowed by the crisis in eastern Zaire. The UN Special Rapporteur on

Human Rights in Burundi has issued a new report during the week, saying

that the human rights situation situation had reached "catastrophic"

proportions.

# Aid agencies on Saturday sent relief aid to the volatile northwestern

Burundi Cibitoke province for about 20,000 Burundians who arrived from

eastern Zaire. Between 12,000 and 16,000 are believed to be living in

fields near Buganda, 10km south of Cibitoke, a DHA report from Bujumbura

said. Arrivals at the Gatumba transit camp near Bujumbura were petering

out, with only one reported arrival on Friday. With up to 100,000

Burundians on the other side of the border in Uvira, it was unclear if the

refugees were being prevented from returning or if they were concerned

about their security in Burundi. Altogether some 13,500 people have

crossed at Gatumba and most have been resettled in their home communes.

# UNHCR said 21,000 people had fled Burundi to Tanzania so far this month,

compared with 8,100 in October. There were 14,500 refugees in Kibundo camp

and over 6,600 in Kasulu as of Thursday. Fifteen thousand refugees were



registered in the Kigoma region, including a small number of Burundians and

Rwandans,and there were 10,000 new arrivals in lakeside villages.

# Tanzania has denied allegations by Buyoya that it is harbouring Hutu

militants who had fled the fighting in eastern Zaire. A foreign ministry

official told AFP (Monday 18 November) that reports from Kigoma indicated

all refugees entering the area were civilians.

# The IMF approved a 235 million dollar loan for Tanzania to help boost its

struggling economy after the government announced it would liberalise the

oil industry. The loan will be disbursed in several instalments, the first

amounting to some 37 million dollars to be released on November 27. An IMF

statement said Tanzania had made "substantial progress" in structural

reforms in recent years.

# About 130 people were killed in heavy fighting on the Uganda-Zaire border

Saturday, bringing the death toll in four days of clashes to over 200, the

independent Monitor daily reported. It said 100 Zairean-backed Ugandan

rebels, and 30 Ugandan soldiers died in a two-hour battle for the border

town of Bwera. The Ugandan army finally recaptured the town. Health Minister

Crispus Kiyonga narrowly escaped death in a rebel ambush on the Ugandan-Zaire

border Thursday. According to the Monitor, he was forced to abandon his

car and run on foot for one kilometre as rebels fired bullets in his

direction. Fighting has been raging in the Kasese border area since

Wednesday between Ugandan troops and the rebels, who accoridng to some

reports, include Zairean troops.

# Kenyan President Daniel arap Moi expressed concern that African

countries had not been consulted over deployment of the multinational

force and convened a meeting of regional leaders in Rome on Saturday to

discuss the issue.

# Human Rights Watch on Monday urged the UN Security Council to release a

report investigating arms flows to former Rwandan government forces based

in neighbouring countries, especially Zaire, Tanzania and Kenya. HRW said

the international community had paid inadequate attention to the key role

arms had played in "emboldening rebels ensconced in refugee camps in

Zaire."
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     Weekly Roundup of Main Events in the Great Lakes region

                       25 November - 1 December 1996

# WFP on Wednesday signalled the possible start of another large refugee

influx into Gisenyi after about 10,000 refugees crossed over from Goma into

Gisenyi. It said this was the highest number for several days. On Friday,

another batch of 6,500 refugees arrived in Gisenyi. Attempts to help some

40,000 refugees in the Minova area were frustrated by renewed fighting on

Friday. According to WFP, a way-station two kilometres outside Minova for

refugees travelling to Rwanda, had to be abandoned. In South Kivu, UNHCR



said at least 5,229 refugees had so far been repatriated to Rwanda through

Bukavu and Cyangugu this month, with average daily repatriation last week of

600. Most of the first batch of returnees are now back in their communes.

Plans for air-dropping food into eastern Zaire were treated with

caution, after many aid agencies criticised the proposal. Reuters said

aid workers poured scorn on the plan as "expensive, dangerous and

full of holes". Other critics pointed out that air-drops would depend on

getting access for ground personnel and good intelligence on the

whereabouts of the refugees - the very lack of these being a main reason

why significant humanitarian operations have been unable to go ahead in

eastern Zaire since the start of the conflict. According to Canadian

sources, however, the plans for parachuting food over Zaire from a base in

neighouring Uganda is mainly a "demonstration of readiness". The head of the

proposed multi-national force Lieutenant General Maurice Baril, speaking in

Kigali, said the air drops are "complex, dangerous and very

difficult - something to use only as a last resort", AFP reported. Zaire

expressed fierce opposition to the air-drops, while Rwanda objected to

Entebbe being used as a base.

AFP reported that the 20 countries which form the multi-national force

formally approved its establishment on Friday. Paul Heinbecker, the senior

Canadian official who chaired Friday's meeting in Ottawa announced that

the MNF was approved, with its headquarters to be in Entebbe. Heinbecker

also said that it had been agreed to form a Steering Committee of 14

countries to make operational decisions on the recommendation of Lt Gen

Maurice Baril. The Committee would meet in New York from now on and report

to the UN Security Council. The members of the Committee are:  Belgium,

Cameroon, France, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Senegal, South Africa, Spain,

Sweden, Britain, the United States, Uganda and Canada. Canadian premier Jean

Chretien said on Friday that Baril had secured the collaboration of rebel

leader Laurent Kabila following talks in Goma.

# The Ugandan army captured Kasindi and Virunga Hills 10kms into Zaire on

Friday, after a counter-attack to repulse Zaire-based Ugandan rebels

launching assaults on Kasese in western Uganda, the state-owned New Vision

reported. The Zairean army also accused Ugandan troops of taking the town of

Beni, north of Goma, on Saturday although a Ugandan minister, speaking on



BBC radio today (Monday), denied the allegation. Earlier in the week,

Zairean troops were reported to have fled north from the rebel-captured town

of Butembo, towards Beni and Bunia, pillaging and looting en route.

Unconfirmed reports said Zairean troop reinforcements had been flown to Beni

from Kisangani.

[for more details see IRIN daily updates].

# Zaire recalled its ambassador to France on Sunday after he was involved in a

car accident in which two children were killed. Ambassador Ramazani Baya was

driving his car at high speed through the southern French town of Menton on

Wednesday, after visiting President Mobutu in his Riviera villa, and hit the

boys on a pedestrian crossing. Thousands of mourners filed silently in

commemoration of the boys through Menton's streets on Saturday.

# As the situation in eastern Zaire continued to overshadow events in Burundi,

news trickled out of intensified fighting there between the

Tutsi-dominated army and Hutu rebels. A spokesman for the National Council

for the Defence of Democracy (CNDD) said rebels had stepped up their

guerrilla campaign and fierce fighting was raging in five main provinces -

Kayanza, Bujumbura Rurale, Bururi, Rutana and Ruyigi. Innocent

Nimpagaritse, CNDD's East Africa representative, said the clashes were a

"massive show of force ... to prove to all that we are alive, active and

firmly in control of the main provinces."  WFP on Sunday confirmed that the

fighting had displaced thousands of people and caused serious food

shortages. The previous day WFP reported that it had been allowed by the

sanctions committee to resume food deliveries - 2,545 mt per month - to the

embattled country, despite the regional economic embargo imposed after the

July military coup. WFP said that due to the "dramatic escalation" in the

Burundi conflict over the past weeks, the number of displaced people had

nearly doubled to about 80,000, and its existing food stocks in the country

were practically

exhausted.

# On Monday (25 November), Tanzania reiterated that regional leaders would

only lift the sanctions if Burundian president Pierre Buyoya agreed to talk

to all parties in the conflict, including CNDD rebels. Uganda's foreign

ministry said a press report giving the impression that Kampala backed an

end to the embargo was "erroneous and incorrect". In a statement, the



ministry clarified that Ugandan leader Yoweri Museveni, during a meeting

with Buyoya, had told him supplies such as medicines and fertilizers should

be allowed into the country, but that he did not support a total easing of

the blockade.

# The Burundian leader is expected to attend a meeting on the Great Lakes

situation, convened by Congo in Brazzaville today (Monday 2 December), after

being excluded from previous regional gatherings. Before departing on

Sunday, he said the thrust of his message to the meeting would be problems

caused by the sanctions and the current situation in the country. Earlier,

in an apparent attempt to defuse tension, Buyoya, announced he was looking

into reports of an army massacre at a church in the volatile northwest

Cibitoke province. Prime Minister Pascal-Firmin Ndimira had strenuously

denied that soldiers were responsible for the murder of over 300 returnees

from Zaire, but Buyoya told a news conference he was "in the process of

seeking the details."

Burundi national radio on Sunday reported that four people were killed and

five injured when fighting and gunfire broke out at a displaced people's camp in

Bujumbura's Kamenge suburb. According to the radio, casualties would have

been even higher "if soldiers in charge of security at the camp had not

intervened." Elsewhere in the country, ambushes are reported to be rife

along RN3, the main road from Bujumbura south to Rumonge, which is now

considered one of the most dangerous in Burundi. Skirmishes have been

reported in the vicinity of Nyanza Lac in Makamba province.

The Burundi government has redrawn the administrative structures in five

provinces, affected recently by rebel attacks, according to DHA in

Bujumbura. Interior Minister Epitace Bayaganakandi explained that the

restructuring will provide the military authorities with greater control

over access and administration in selected communes of Kayanza, Gitega,

Muramvya, Karuzi and Bujumbura-Rurale. The authorities are also permitting

limited fishing in Lake Tanganyika, provided fishermen give advance notice

and undergo a search of their boat when they return to shore. Fishing had

previously been forbidden as the authorities were afraid Hutu rebels could

infiltrate the country posing as fishermen.

A cabinet meeting on Tuesday, chaired by Buyoya, decided to impose war



contributions on all citizens depending on their income. For government

ministers, the amount was set at 25,000 Burundi francs. Those people unable

to contribute financially would be required to render other services,

without payment.

Amnesty International raised concern over the fate of several prisoners

allegedly taken from jail in Muyinga province by the security forces to be

tried in their villages. AI says none of the prisoners has been seen since

they were taken on 27 November and it is afraid they are at risk of

extrajudicial execution. It urged the authorities to establish the

whereabouts of the prisoners and take steps to guarantee their safety.

# More than 95,600 refugees from Zaire and Burundi are reported by UNHCR

to have arrived this month in Tanzania's Kigoma and Kibondo districts. Of

the arrivals, 30,000 were Zairean refugees and about 1,500 Burundian

refugees from Zaire - the rest came directly from Burundi.  WFP raised

concern over the poor nutritional state of the new arrivals from Burundi.

It said the malnutrition rate for children under five was almost 19

percent at the Mtendeli camp which had received some 40,000 new Burundian

refugees since the beginning of November. Tanzania now hosts more than

755,000 refugees, including 535,000 Rwandans and 189,000 Burundians. More

than 59,000 Burundian refugees have returned to Burundi from Zaire since

early November. This figure includes 15,377 who arrived through the

Gatumba transit centre outside Bujumbura.

UNHCR says the number also includes some 44,000 who came spontaneously to

the Cibitoke region. UNHCR reports that a team visited Cibitoke on

Wednesday and travelled to the Rwandan border, where they saw groups of

returnees and displaced people in poor health. In Uganda, UNHCR reports an

average of 40 people a day continuing to arrive in southwestern Uganda.

Some 11,597 mostly Zairean refugees are in the region, including 8,094 at

Kisoro and 3,503 at Matanda.

According to a report issued by the US Agency for International

Development (USAID), Zairean refugees in Kigoma, Tanzania rioted earlier

this week over a shortage of plastic sheeting. The following day there was

a riot over lack of blankets. During this disturbance, the Kigoma Regional

Commissioner was attacked and promptly ordered all Zairean refugees to be



repatriated. The USAID report said UNHCR is holding discussions with the

Commission to have this decision rescinded.

Aid workers in Rwanda were predicting a new massive influx of refugees

from Tanzania within a matter of weeks. A UN official, quoted by AFP,

said contingency plans had been prepared and conceded that the return

would probably be a sudden surge. The official also pointed out that in

Tanzania "there is a government which is in control, where is the rule of

law, and an army, which there wasn't in Zaire." He added that the camps in

Tanzania were set further back from the Rwanda border, which would give

aid agencies more time to rush supplies and personnel to the region.

However only a trickle of returnees is currently reported.

# A UN spokeswoman in Geneva on Friday reported the killng of three

civilians by former Rwandan soldiers in Giseki, Gisenyi. One was a

genocide survivor. So far 38 ex-FAR have been arrested in Rwanda since the

mass return of refugees earlier this month. A press release issued by the

exiled Rally for the Return of Refugees and Democracy in Rwanda (RDR)

accused the Rwandan army of killing over 6,400 refugees since the

"invasion" of eastern Zaire. It said the biggest number of casualties was

in the Bukavu area "where RPA entered with a list of over 1,000 former

politicians, intellectuals and members of various refugee organisations,

as well as churchmen, to be killed."

# Two former Rwandan mayors, accused of involvement in the country's

genocide in 1994, pleaded not guilty before the UN war crimes court in

Arusha, Tanzania, on Friday. Elie Ndayambaje, former mayor of Muganza, and

Joseph Kanyabashi, former mayor of Ngoma, entered their pleas at a

preliminary hearing and their trials were set for later next year.

# Ugandan Foreign Minister Eriya Kategaya, speaking before a parliamentary

committee hearing on the war in the north this week, again stressed his

country's "moral" support for the Sudan People's Liberation Army (SPLA),

adding, regarding the war in the north, that "our neighbours have tried to

make sure that we do not succeed". Sudan's Culture and Information Minister

Brig Dr Tayyib Ibrahim Muhammad Khayr, meanwhile, stressed his country's

commitment to the accord signed with Uganda aimed at normalising bilateral

ties. According to a report broadcast by Sudanese radio, he denied Khartoum



was behind the incursion into Uganda by Zaire-based rebels.

Uganda's presidential adviser for defence called for a referendum on the

future of the government if it failed to resolve the northern rebellion,

according to press reports on Saturday. Maj Gen David Tinyefuza told the

parliamentary committee that if the government was unable to end the war

militarily, then it should talk to or even pardon Joseph Kony, leader of the

rebel Lord's Resistance Army. "If you can't pardon him, then be prepared to

be defeated by him and be thrown out," he added. LRA rebels on Friday

attacked Unyama village, north of Gulu, abducting over 30 people and forcing

20,000 others to flee their homes, the independent daily Monitor reported on

Sunday.
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